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An Unwavering
Commitment to
Excellence.

Since Harker’s founding in 1893 we have
offered unrivaled academic programs
and extracurricular offerings for students
to explore their interests, discover their
passions, and develop the skills to succeed
in an ever-changing world. We are honored
to have educated the students of the Valley
for more than a century, and will proudly
continue our unwavering commitment to
excellence for generations to come.

then&now

We invite you to learn more about Harker by exploring our website, signing up for
one of our virtual admission events or contacting us at communications@harker.org.
The Harker School | San Jose, CA | K-12 College Prep | www.harker.org

www.harker.org
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www.cityandcountry.org
www.cityandcountry.org
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Representation Matters

elcome to our 22nd anniversary
issue where we also support and
recognize November as National Adoption
Month. This is our first anniversary issue
that is digital only. At the start of the pandemic we decided going forward to transition to publishing only our digital issue. We
still have a number of past issue print copies that are available for purchase. We are
also excited to announce that Gay Parent
Magazine (GPM) is now available through
Flipster, a digital magazine newsstand
for libraries and corporations. Check us
out in Flipster here https://bit.ly/31JFLNK.
Readers can also download a free copy of
the current issue through our website and
through our Facebook page. Please like or
follow us https://bit.ly/31NUc3i,
https://bit.ly/31PTF0Z (Twitter) and
https://bit.ly/2HI12QB (Instagram) to help us
stay visible and viable.
Another change that happened during
the pandemic was updating our website,
https://gayparentmag.com/. We are still
working out a few issues with our new
website but visitors can still find plenty of
LGBTQ friendly family resources and ac-

cess to some of our past issues.
With our end of year issue we always
give thanks to everyone involved in keeping
Gay Parent Magazine publishing: our audience of readers, subscribers, social media
fans and followers, and those on our emailing list–thank you! Thank you to our talented contributing writers and to the wonderful
families that have shared their family stories
with our audience. A big shout out to our
LGBTQ supportive advertisers–if you use
their products or services please let them
know you found them through Gay Parent
Magazine. We really appreciate their business especially through these financially difficult times. Thank you to Gay Parent Magazine's team: Vivian, David, Linda, Brett, and
Ben.
Check out this year's holiday art on the
final page of this issue. This lovely piece
was created by GPM staff Vivian and Brett.
Since 2011, Vivian and Brett have created
original art to celebrate the holiday season.
See the entire collection of Vivian and Brett's
holiday art here https://bit.ly/3oxRUzi
Giving thanks is especially important
right now given the current state of events

in this country. At this writing early voting is
taking place around the nation and most of
you will be reading this after the elections.
For the first time in GPM's history, this year
we endorsed a political candidate, Joe
Biden. We hope Biden will be elected but
whatever the outcome please remember to
support the individuals and organizations
that are fighting to uphold equality for the
LGBTQ community.
Even while the world around us is
changing, one fact remains: LGBTQ people
are continuing to raise children.
Furthermore, just as we have for the
past 22 years, Gay Parent Magazine will
continue to support and give visibility to
LGBTQ families because representation
matters.
Wishing everyone good health and a
peaceful 2021!
Sincerely,

Angeline Acain
Editor, Gay Parent Magazine

A 14-YEAR PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION

An LREI education is:

• Active and interdisciplinary
• Inquiry-based and globally focused
• Dedicated to the whole child
• Committed to social justice

Preparing tomorrow’s
thinkers and leaders today.

VISIT LREI.ORG TO LEARN MORE.
Little Red School House & Elisabeth Irwin High School
272 Sixth Avenue | 40 Charlton Street | New York, NY 10014 | 212-477-5316
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K-8 progressive education in Oakland‘s Temescal.

For 135 years, Friends School
Haverford has offered an
intellectually-rich academic
program on its beautiful campus,
guided by Quaker philosophy and
the tenets of progressive,
constructivist education. By
promoting academic scholarship,
creativity, respect, integrity, and
kindness, Friends School Haverford
nurtures the voice within each of
our students and empowers them
to speak their truth.

parkdayschool.org
(510) 653-0317
www.parkdayschool.org

Call to schedule a virtual tour
610.642.0354
CO-EDUCATIONAL | QUAKER VALUES | NURSERY SCHOOL – GRADE 8
851 Buck Lane | Haverford, PA 19041 | 610.642.2334 | friendshaverford.org

www.friendshaverford.org

A P P LY N O W
F O R F A L L 2 0 21
31 WEST COULTER STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19144
215-951-2345 • GERMANTOWNFRIENDS.ORG
A Quaker, Coed, Independent Day School for
Preschool through Grade 12
www.tchs.org

www.germantownfriends.org
November-December 2020 Issue #133 www.gayparentmag.com 9

Your family will feel at home here.
ages 18 months to 14 years

51 Bates Street Northampton, MA 01060

413-586-4538

www.northamptonmontessori.org

Call to arrange a visit!
www.northamptonmontessori.org

www.wsmsnyc.org

www.yougottabelieve.org

251 West 100th St., NY NY 10025
212.866.9193 • www.purple-circle.org

NEW LOCATION at 2699 Broadway in January 2021!

Purple Circle, located on Manhattan's
Upper Westside, is an Independent
Early Childhood Program for children
ages 2 through 5. By knowing children
as individuals, PC is able to provide a
variety of materials in every classroom
that support each child’s strengths
and interests. Our classrooms are
designed to encourage exploration
for all types of learning. Purple Circle
is committed to a diverse community
of children and faculty.
Purple Circle is OPEN with flexible
FULL-TIME and PART-TIME hours
during the 2020-2021 academic
school year.
WE ARE MOVING AND EXPANDING
TO INCLUDE INFANT CARE FOR AGES
3 MONTHS+ BEGINNING JANUARY
2021! Immediate placement available
for all other age groups.

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR 2020-21 AND 2021-22
www.purple-circle.org
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www.njfoster.org and www.njadopt.org

Discover FCS
Personal, physically distant tours available!
Exciting program updates for 2020-2021: anti-racist
coursework, leadership & bias training, Canvas & IXL!
Find out how Friends’ Central goes further at
FRIENDSCENTRAL .ORG

www.prospectsierra.org

www.friendscentral.org

M A RY McD OW E LL
F R I E N DS SC HO OL
Revealing Brilliance in Every Student

K-12 college preparatory Quaker school dedicated to
the success of students with learning disabilities
• Small class size with low student to teacher ratio
• Rigorous yet supportive curriculum
• Specialized instruction including Orton Gillingham reading
and Judith Hochman Basic Writing Skills programs
• Rich performing and visual arts programs and full
extracurricular and athletic programs

• Guided by the Quaker values of community, integrity,
equality, and service

www.marymcdowell.org
20 Bergen Street ▪ Brooklyn, NY 11201 ▪ 718.625.3939
www.montclaircoop.org

www.marymcdowell.org
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EMAIL & SOCIAL MEDIA

Here’s my beautiful family!
crysandmarie
Family photo share from Michael Sharp
[Michael and his family were featured in Gay Parent Magazine.
Read about Michael and his family here https://bit.ly/3dSXRSe]

H

ello we would love for our family to
be featured in your magazine.
Tiana Clay

We love to hear from you. Send us your photos and comments by email at gayparentmag@gmail.com or through facebook/gay.parent.magazine.com. t

W W W. N O R A - S C H O O L .O R G

Think differently. At The Nora
School, these are words we take
to heart. This small, college
preparatory high school, grades
9 –12, works to bring out the
best in students with diverse
learning styles since 1964.

S I LV E R S P R I N G, M D

www.crowden.org

www.nora-school.org
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LGBTQ Friendly Adoption Resources

So

you’re thinking of building your family through adoption and foster care. Good news is that
we have allies who realize LGBTQ parents can provide stable homes and forever families
for children who need them. The following are LGBTQ friendly adoption and foster care resources
that can assist with your parenting journey.

A Baby Step Adoption
888-505-2367 / info@ababystepadoption.com
www.ababystepadoption.com
See their ad on page 17
Adoption STAR
866-691-3300
www.adoptionstar.com
See their ad on page 60
The Barker Adoption Foundation
301-664-9664
www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org
See their ad on page 46
Camp Clio
Summer camp for adopted children
984-439-2308
www.campclio.org
See their ad on page 25
Child and Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan
231-946-8975
www.cfsnwmi.org
See their ad on page 40
CONCERN
610-944-0445
www.concern4kids.org
See their ad on page 41
Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health
215-864-6666
www.devereux.org
See their ad on page 57
Law Office of Judith A. Hoechst, Esq.
Second Parent Adoptions
303-549-7799
www.coloradoreproductivelaw.com
See their ad on page 54

UNDER ONE ROOF

NAFI New York
914-355-7442
www.nafiny.org
See their ad on page 43
The National Center
for Children and Families
657-522-0770
www.nccf-cares.org/fostercare/
See their ad on page 31
New Hampshire Department of Health
and Human Services
603-271-4711
www.dhhs.nh.gov
See their ad on page 47
New Jersey Department
of Children and Families
1-877-NJFOSTER
www.njfoster.org
1-800-99ADOPT
www.njadopt.org
See their ad on page 10
The Saint Yves Law Firm
Second Parent Adoptions
443-707-8692
www.saintyveslaw.com
See their ad on page 47
Spence-Chapin Services
to Families & Children
212-400-8150
www.spence-chapin.org
See their ad on page 26
You Gotta Believe!
718-372-3003 / info@yougottabelieve.org
www.yougottabelieve.org
See their on page 10

Lutheran Social Services
of the National Capital Area
202-723-3000 x 254
www.lssnca.org
See their ad on page 57

t

November 21, 2020 National Adoption Day
Visit https://www.nationaladoptionday.org/

November is National Adoption Month

The Chapin School prepares a
diverse and talented community
of young women to thrive and
lead in a global society through
its dedication to academic
excellence, personal integrity
and community responsibility.
Believing that an equitable,
inclusive community is essential
to learning, Chapin actively
seeks families, faculty and
staff who bring a range of
experiences and backgrounds
to our school. We hope you will
visit www.chapin.edu or call
our Admissions Office at 212744-2335 to learn more about
our program and our school,
which educates students in
grades Kindergarten through
Class 12.

The Chapin School

Visit https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/

Due to the pandemic, customary National Adoption Day and Month events
may not be held this year.

100 East End Avenue, New York, NY

www.chapin.edu
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Parenting And Persisting In 2020

F

By Rebecca Stanton

rom our front porch, we
can hear the marching
band practicing in the high school
football field. The first night Jill
and I listened to the instruments
playing, it felt almost nostalgic
and reminded me of one of our
first falls together on our deck.
This time of year, we could also
hear the cheers from the crowd
as students and parents supported the home team in the football
stands. We can all agree that this
year, life has been different.
However, our lives are picking back up, and new routines
are forming. The way we’re going through life right now, won't
be this way forever. Fall has arrived, and our children are back in
school. Whether they’re learning
virtually, back in the school building with their classmates, or with
you as their new teacher, school
is back! We're all in this together
and craving diving back into the new
school year routine.
Returning to school this fall 2020
brought some unique challenges.
We've been preparing our children
for the new mitigation measures like
social distancing, hand washing, and
face coverings all summer. We share
similar concerns with teachers as they
feared for the safety of our children
and themselves. It's hard to know the
right answer during this time, whether
to send our kid back to school or do
virtual learning full time.
Across the country, school districts
are testing out their reopening plans
and implementing new procedures.
We've already had the unfortunate
event of both children coming home
with headaches and bellyaches. Due
to the new board of health state guidelines, our children could not return to
school for ten days unless they were
cleared by a doctor's note that they
didn't have any COVID symptoms.
Regardless of the minor signs our children exhibited, the schools are not tak-

The author's wife Jill and their
youngest child Dylan.
ing any risks. If you're sick, stay home.
Simply put. Luckily our girls were not ill,
just experiencing some back to school
anxiety.
We've always looked forward to
attending back to school night, where
we, as a family, meet the teacher. We'd
go back to school shopping, and deliver school supplies to the new classroom, find out where our children's
desks would be, and see who they'd
be sitting near. Then enjoy the ice
cream social with the class and go as
a large group for pizza afterward. This
year, the excitement was low-key as
the events and traditions were all canceled. The 2020 school year kicked
off with the teachers emailing pre-recorded videos with brief introductions
and outlines of classroom guidelines,
procedures, and expectations as they
welcome their new students. The night
before school started, we sat together,
huddled around my laptop with takeout
pizza, and watched videos from the
principal and their teachers.
It was an adjustment to have my inbox flooded with back to school paper-

www.ssfs.org/learn-more
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www.friendsmeetingschool.org

www.friendscommunityschool.org

work to complete electronically instead
of something to sign and return the
next day of school. In years past, I’d be
cleaning out the girl's backpacks and
pulling out folded, half crumpled handfuls of papers mixed in with crumbs
from leftover snacks. I was once annoyed by the unorganized trash pile I'd
sift through on my dining room table,
but now, I honestly miss it. The new
school year was packed with surveys
and questionnaires on how to get to
know you and your child. As same-sex
parents completing the questionnaires,
I find myself passive-aggressively
scribbling out mother or father and writing in PARENTS? Times are changing,
and little changes like a simple edit are
warranted.
Their teachers are doing a phenomenal job as they, too, are adapting
to new learning styles. They teach virtually, enforce new rules and expectations on hygiene, as they are also
adjusting to the new norm of social
distancing and mask-wearing. Where
lines were once forming in hallways,
kids are now standing feet apart. Our
children are learning new ways to be
independent and responsible. They're
required to bring their water bottles to
school, be accountable for their mask,
and continuously wash their hands. It’s
what we’ve been trying to implement
for years!
We've been stomping the pavement with a change in all directions,
and it's time to take a deep breath. As
parents of school-aged children, we
have faced many obstacles, and WE
are doing our best work.
We have a sign in our front
yard that says,
IN THIS HOUSE, WE BELIEVE:
BLACK LIVES MATTER
WOMEN'S RIGHTS = HUMAN
RIGHTS
NO HUMAN IS ILLEGAL
SCIENCE IS REAL
DISABILITIES ARE RESPECTED
LOVE IS LOVE
KINDNESS IS EVERYTHING
We stand by this message. Dealing with change isn't always easy or
comfortable. 2020 has been one lesson after another, and you can feel the
world shifting as we push for change.
Our cities have experienced riots

Inspiring gifted students K-8

206 .691.2625 seattlecountryday.org
www.seattlecountryday.org

www.ryecountryday.org

ALWAYS
LEARNING
Latin’s vision for educational excellence
is to reinforce the value of an exemplary
liberal arts education that makes learning
inquiry-based, personal and inclusive.
Visit our website to explore all of the ways
the Latin community is always learning.
LATINSCHOOL.ORG/ADMISSIONS

www.latinschool.org/admissions
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INFANT-TODDLER EDUCATION
Student-centered
Highly Experiential
PRESCHOOL-5TH GRADE
8:1 Student/Teacher Ratio
Individualized Instruction
Thematic Curriculum
Multi-age Classrooms
ucds.org • 206.547.8237 • Seattle

Learning By Design
UCDS COLLEGE FOR SCHOOL CULTURE
SHAPE CULTURE, TRANSFORM LEARNING
MASTER OF EDUCATION
PROGRAM
Immersive Practicum
Small, Professional Cohort
Action Research
ucds.org/institute

www.ucds.org

We Share Your Dream
At Yale Medicine Fertility Center, we can help
you to achieve your dream of becoming a
parent. Whether you are ready to start a family
or would like to preserve your options for the
future, we can help to make your dream a reality.
Female & Male Infertility
Gestational Surrogacy
Fertility Preservation
Genetic Testing of Embryos

yalemedicine.org/fertilitycenter
Orange, Guilford, New London, Westport, Stamford
1-877-YaleMDs
www.yalemedicine.org/fertilitycenter
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and
months
of
peaceful
and
violent
protests.
We
have countless
conversations
with our girls
and explained
what's
going
on in the world:
social
injustice, Covid-19,
even Politics,
and the importance of voting.
We purchased
books to read
together, and
we've watched
documentaries
as a family.
We've always
been
blunt
and direct with
our
children.
If they have
questions, we
answer them
appropriately. They see
what's going on
around them.
Top photo, Jill (left) and the author,
They hear our
Rebecca Stanton. Bottom photo,
conversations,
Katelyn, Dylan, and Hannah.
and they know
what's on the news while they're playing nearby. Before
2020, we weren't doing our part to educate ourselves and
our children about racism. We have to do better. We must
do better! We will do better.
Over the summer, we made a family trip to Savannah,
GA. Protests were high during this time, and evening curfews were in place. As the protests continue throughout
the country and the world, we continue to grieve Rayshard
Brooks, George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery.
These are only the most recent African Americans to have
experienced such injustice due to systemic racism.
While in Savannah, we had planned to have a family
picnic in Forsyth Park under the old oak trees. I'm spreading
our picnic blanket out and setting up lunch; the girls are running wild and carefree off in the distance. My oldest comes
and sits next to me and says, “Mom, are we safe here?
There's a group of pople by the bathrooms, and I think this
is like one of the protests we saw on tv." I evaluated the
group and found it to be a beautiful, teachable moment for
our kids. I introduced my family to one of the protesters. I explained our interest in standing in solidarity as they passed
out flyers for an upcoming march later that afternoon. We
continued on page 18
discussed the current movements

Riverdale Country School
Learning to Thrive
Thriving to Learn

PreK-Grade 5: 1 Spaulding Lane
Grades 6-12: 5250 Fieldston Road
Bronx ,NY
www.riverdale.edu
admission@riverdale.edu
www.blueschool.org

www.riverdale.edu

BRENTWOOD SCHOOL

INSPIRES EVERY STUDENT TO:

Think critically and creatively.
Act ethically.
Shape a future with meaning.

Trust • Respect • Responsibility
Honesty • Caring • Community • Diversity
(K-6) 12001 Sunset Blvd., 310.471.1041
(7-12) 100 S. Barrington Pl., 310.476.9633
LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

www.bwscampus.com
www.bwscampus.com

For over twenty years, we have been helping
the LGBTQ community create their forever families
through the gift of adoption.
We are proud to be recognized by The Human Rights Campaign
Foundation’s All Children All Families Project for our work towards
becoming fully welcoming and affirming of LGBTQ youth and parents.

Every journey begins with a single step.
Contact us today to make yours. (888) 505-2367
www.ababystepadoption.com

|

info@ababystepadoption.com

www.ababystepadoption.com
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Parenting and Persisting in 2020
continued from page 16
going on in our city of Indianapolis back
home. I wanted the kids to see the importance of attending major events and
marches to show solidarity and unity. It
wasn't about us but was about what we
can do to support and what needs to
change. We need to show up.
You can see BLACK LIVES MATTER murals painted on city streets and
near the White House. We have BLACK
LIVES MATTER signs in our front yards
and all around the world. This isn't just
another passing moment in time; this is
a movement. It's powerful, and there's
growth in our communities. We're takThe author, Rebecca Stanton (seated middle) holding Dylan at her book
ing forward steps to eradicate injustice
signing. Around her left to right are Hannah, wife Jill, and Katelyn. Stanton
anywhere as a threat to justice everyis the author of the children's book Under Our Roof.
where and evaluate our unconscious
biases.
2020 brought us closer, and our family became a team.
Together, we’ve weathered quite the storm, and it's We're facing these challenges head-on. Our kids are beshowing no sign of being over anytime soon. January felt coming more self-sufficient. We continue to consistently edlike such a simpler time. In March, all hell broke loose, but ucate, educate, educate, and get involved within our comwe've adapted. Before March, everyone was busy rushing munity. We do our best to remain optimistic and always hope
out the door to work and school. Our kids have been resil- for the best. Under Our Roof, we're creating the new normal.
ient, and I'm impressed by their abilities to bounce back and We're stretching beyond any limits we might have thought
create new routines.
we had. The good news is these hard times are pushing us
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www.sjsla.org

all to create new habits, behaviors, and
learn lessons we should have already
learned.
There's still history left to create
in 2020. We're in the home stretch and
are closing out the remaining days
2020 has left, and in a big way. 2020
has been a theme park roller coaster
of ups and downs. With highs and lows
we never imagined. We must encourage our friends and family to do their
civic duty and get out and VOTE on
election day. This year we've soldiered

on and taught our children that we
could do hard things together. I looked
at my wife, Jill, and said, “WOW, we are
doing something right.” As you go out
on November 3rd, remember that 2020
became our year and is our year to create a history. Whatever the outcome
is this November, you are healthy, resilient, and brave enough to face it. t
Rebecca Stanton has always had a
passion for writing poetry, short stories,
and is the author of Under Our Roof,
a children's book that shares a heart-

felt message about love and features a
family with two moms. Inspired by her
own family, she is a wife and mother
of three young, energetic children who
share her love of books. Her passions
spill into her career as she works for a
book publishing company as a claim’s
analyst. Rebecca and her family enjoy
traveling, making memories and DIY
projects.
See page 37 for, I Love My Moms!,
a poem Stanton wrote with her children. Photos courtesy of Rebecca Stanton

www.rmami.com

PRE-K TO 5TH GRADE
in Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood

206-324-5476 | www.bertschi.org
www.bertschi.org

www.dalton.org
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22nd Annual Gay Parent Magazine Independent Schools Directory

elcome to our 22nd Annual Private Schools Directory where we highlight our advertising independent schools ranging from preschool to college.
W
Most are co-ed but a few schools are all girls or all boys. Most are day schools but also include boarding. Some schools indicated are for students
with learning differences, teach language immersion or are religious. One school even has students studying abroad in different countries.

The schools are located in California, District of Columbia, Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, and Washington. Contact information for each school is listed alphabetically by state. Visit our web site at https://bit.ly/3ms6AOn to read short descriptions
of some of the schools. During the pandemic, read what each school is planning to ensure the safety of their students and faculty.
CALIFORNIA
BASIS Independent
Freemont
TK - 5th grade
3300 Kearney St.
Fremont, CA 94538
510-573-3435
6th - 12th grade
39706 Mission Blvd.
Fremont, CA 94539
510-738-6003
fremont.basisindependent.com
TK - 12th grade
BASIS Independent
Silicon Valley
1290 Parkmoor Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126
408-291-0907
siliconvalley.basisindependent.com
5th - 12th grade

Bentley School
K - 8th grade
1 Hiller Dr.
Oakland, CA 94618
510-843-2512
9th - 12th grade
1000 Upper Happy Valley
Rd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
925-283-2101
www.bentleyschool.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 39
The Bishop’s School
7607 La Jolla Blvd.
La Jolla, CA 92037
858-459-4021
www.bishops.com
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 41

Brentwood School
K - 6th grade
12001 Sunset Blvd.
310-471-1041
7th - 12th grade
100 S. Barrington Pl.
310-476-9633
Los Angeles, CA 90049
www.bwscampus.com
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 17
Cathedral School
for Boys
1275 Sacramento St.
San Francisco, CA 94108
425-771-6600
www.cathedralschool.net
K - 8th grade, boys'
school
See ad on page 46

The College
Preparatory School
6100 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94618
510-652-4364
www.college-prep.org
9th - 12th grade
See ad on page 24
Cow Hollow School
65 Funston Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94129
415-921-2328
www.cowhollowschool.
org
ages 2.6 - 5.9 yrs.
See ad on page 25
Crestview
Preparatory School
140 Foothill Blvd.
La Canada, CA 91011
818-952-0925
www.crestviewprep.org

K - 6th grade
See ad on page 34
The Crowden School
1475 Rose St.
Berkeley, CA 94702
510-559-6910
www.crowden.org
3rd - 8th grade, ensemble-based curriculum
See ad on page 12
East Bay School
for Boys
2340 Durant Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94704
510-621-EBSB (3272)
www.ebsfb.org
6th - 8th grade, boys'
school
See ad on page 61

Ecole Bilingue
de Berkeley
1009 Heinz Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510-809-0615
www.eb.org/visit
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 55
German International
School of Silicon Valley
310 Easy St.
Mountain View, CA
94043
650-254-0748
www.gissv.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 59
The Harker School
500 Saratoga Ave.
San Jose, CA 95129
408-249-2510
www.harker.org

MEDINA, WASHINGTON

YOUR VISION,
OUR MISSION
St. Thomas School is committed to
maintaining a connected and inclusive
community where all families are
celebrated, and every child is
loved, supported, and inspired.

PRESCHOOL – 8TH GRADE
VISIT US AT STTHOMASSCHOOL.ORG

www.stthomasschool.org
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Experience a modern
Montessori education
that inspires independent,
compassionate, and
innovative thinkers
425 Dempster, Evanston, IL

www.chiaravalle.org
www.chiaravalle.org

K - 12th college prep
See ad on page 3
Head-Royce School
4315 Lincoln Ave.
Oakland, CA 94602
510-531-1300
www.headroyce.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 38
The John Thomas
Dye School
11414 Chalon Rd.
Los Angeles, CA 80049
310-476-2811
www.jtdschool.com
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 33
Julia Morgan School
for Girls
5000 MacAthur Blvd.,
PMB 9966
Oakland, CA 94613
510-632-6000
www.juliamorganschool.
org
6th - 8th grade, girls'
school
See ad on page 24
Kirby School
425 Encinal St.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
831-423-0658
www.kirby.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 43
Marin Primary
& Middle School
20 Magnolia Ave.
Larkspur, CA 94939
415-924-2608
www.mpms.org
Nursery/Preschool 8th grade
See ad on page 61
Maybeck High School
2727 College Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94705
510-841-8489
www.maybeckhs.org
9th - 12th grade
See ad on page 51
New Roads School
3131 Olympic Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-828-5582
www.newroads.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 51
Park Day School
360 42nd St.
Oakland, CA 94609

510-653-0317
www.parkdayschool.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 9

Wellan
welcomes
YOU

Peninsula Heritage
School
26944 Rollng Hills Rd.
Rolling Hills Estates, CA
90274
310-541-4795
www.peninsulaheritage.
org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 52
Pluralistic School One
1225 Broadway
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-394-1313 x107
www.psone.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 33
Prospect Sierra School
Elementary School
2060 Tapscott Ave.
El Cerrito, CA 94530
510-809-9036
Middle School
960 Avis Dr.
El Cerrito, CA 94530
510-809-9000
www.prospectsierra.org
TK - 8th grade
See ad on page 11
The Renaissance
International School
Oakland Campus
3650 Dimond Ave.
Oakland, CA 94602
Piedmont Campus
5201 Park Blvd.
Piedmont, CA 94611
510-531-8566
www.therenaissanceschool.org
age 2 - middle school
See ad on page 58
Sequoyah School
K - 8th grade
535 S. Pasadena Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91105
626-795-4351 x219
9th - 12th grade
301 N. Orange Grove
Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91103
626-441-2076
www.sequoyahschool.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 60
St. James'
Episcopal School
625 S. St. Andrews Pl.
Los Angeles, CA 90005

Join us for
a virtual tour
at wellan.org

To d d l e r – G r a d e 8 · N e w t o n C e n t r e , M A

www.wellan.org

www.chelseadayschool.org

Great kids
Going places
“At MFS, people of many different backgrounds
combine their interests and grow together.”
– Joaquin Estevez ’20
Hometown: Camden
Activities/Honors: National Hispanic
Scholar; National Spanish Honor Society;
QuestBridge College Prep Scholar;
Third Place in Drexel Rising Starters
competition; Student Government;
Personal sneaker resale business;
Model UN; Peer Leader, Engineering
Internship in Dominican Republic
Memorable Academic Project:
Capstone project taking a course at
Fashion Institute of Technology to help
build sneaker resale business and learn
more about the industry
College: Yale University
Career Interests:
Aerospace/Mechanical Engineering

Meet great kids like Joaquin at an
upcoming Virtual Open House:

Age 3 through Grade 12

Tues., Nov. 17, 7:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 1, 7:30 p.m.

For more information or to RSVP:
(856) 914 - 4426, admiss@mfriends.org, or www.mfriends.org.
Moorestown Friends is dedicated to academic excellence,
ethical development, diversity, and service to the community.

www.mfriends.org
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213-382-2315
www.sjsla.org
Preschool - 6th grade
See ad on page 18
Stratford School
Campuses throughout
the Bay Area and
Southern California
www.stratfordschools.
com/tours
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 35
Town School for Boys
2750 Jackson St.
San Francisco, CA 94115
415-921-3747
www.townschool.com/
admissions
K - 8th grade, boys’
school
See ad on page 27
The Waverly School
67 W. Bellevue Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91105
626-792-5940
www.thewaverlyschool.
org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 32

The Wesley School
4832 Tujunga Ave.
North Hollywood, CA
91601
818-508-4717
www.wesleyschool.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 29
Westside
Neighborhood School
5401 Beethoven St.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
310-574-8650
www.wns-la.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 39
The Willows
Community School
8509 Higuera St.
Culver City, CA 90232
310-815-0411
www.thewillows.org
DK - 8th grade
See ad on page 37
DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA
Aidan Montessori
School
2700 27th St. NW
Washington DC 20008

202-387-2700
www.aidanschool.org
age 18 months 6th grade
See ad on page 27
Little Folks School
3247 Q St. NW
Washington DC 20007
202-333-6571
www.littlefolks.org
ages 2 - 5 yrs.
See ad on page 24
St. Albans School
Mount St. Alban
Washington DC 20016
202-537-6435
www.stalbansschool.org/
admissions
4th - 12th grade, boys’
day and boarding school
See ad on page 51
St. John’s Episcopal
Preschool
3240 O Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202-338-2574
www.stjohnsdc.org
ages 2.5 - 5
See ad on page 45

FLORIDA
The Vanguard School
22000 US Hwy. 27
Lake Wales, FL 33859
863-676-6091
www.vanguardschool.org
6th - 12th grade, day
and boarding school
for students who learn
differently
See ad on page 59
ILLINOIS
Baker Demonstration
School
201 Sheridan Rd.
Wilmette, IL 60091
847-425-5800
www.bakerdemschool.
org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 29
Chiaravalle Montessori
425 Dempster
Evanston, IL 60201
847-864-2190
www.chiaravalle.org
16 months - 8th grade
See ad on page 20

Francis W. Parker
School
330 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614
773-797-5107
www.fwparker.org/apply
Junior K - 12th grade
See ad on page 27
Latin School
of Chicago
59 W. North Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60610
312-582-6000
www.latinschool.org/
admissions
JK - 12th grade
See ad on page 15
MARYLAND
Barrie School
13500 Layhill Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906
301-576-2800
www.barrie.org
age 12 months 12th grade
See ad on page 50
Friends Community
School
5901 Westchester Park
Dr.

College Park, MD 20740
301-441-2100
www.friendscommunityschool.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 14
Friends Meeting School
3232 Green Valley Rd.
Ijamsville, MD 21754
301-798-0288
www.friendsmeetingschool.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 14
The Nora School
955 Sligo Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-495-6672
www.nora-school.org
9th -12th grade
See ad on page 12
Sandy Spring
Friends School
16923 Norwood Rd.
Sandy Spring, MD
20860
301-774-7455
www.ssfs.org/learn-more
Pre-K - 12th grade, day
and boarding
See ad on page 14

One World | One Community | One School
Located on Beautiful Mercer Island
Just East of Seattle, Washington
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

24 Months – Grade 8 Bilingual Education
French Not Required Before 1st Grade
Diverse and International Student Body
Small Class Sizes (7:1 Students/Teacher)
Daily Bus & Hot Lunch
Tuition Assistance
Accredited by the Northwest Association
of Independent School (NWAIS) and the
French Ministry of National Education

DISCOVER FASPS: FASPS.org • Info@FASPS.org • (206) 275-3533
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22nd Annual Independent
Schools Directory
continued from page 22
MASSACHUSETTS
Bard College
at Simon's Rock
84 Alford Rd.
Great Barrington, MA
01230
800-235-7186
www.simons-rock.edu/
apply
Early college for students
on the verge of starting
11th or 12th grade,
residential
See ad on page 55
Bay Farm
Montessori Academy
145 Loring St.
Duxbury, MA 02332
781-934-7101
www.bfarm.org
age 12 months 8th grade
See ad on page 55
The Chestnut
Hill School
428 Hammond St.
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
617-566-4394
www.tchs.org
age 3 - 6th grade
See ad on page 9
Commonwealth School
151 Commonwealth Ave.
Boston, MA 02116
617-266-7525
www.commschool.org
9th - 12th grade
See ad on page 48
Dedham Country
Day School
90 Sandy Valley Rd.
Dedham, MA 02026
781-329-0850
www.dedhamcountryday.
org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 39
The Learning Project
107 Marlborough St.
Boston, MA 02116
617-266-8427
www.learningproject.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 54
Montessori School
of Northampton
51 Bates St.
Northampton, MA 01060
413-586-4538

www.northamptonmontessori.org
ages 18 months - 14
See ad on page 10
Noble and Greenough
10 Campus Dr.
Dedham, MA 02026
781-326-3700
7th - 12th grade, day and
boarding school
See ad on page 61
Wellan
Montessori School
80 Crescent Ave.
Newton Centre, MA
02459
www.wellan.org
Toddler - 8th grade
See ad on page 21
Worcester Academy
81 Providence St.
Worcester, MA 01604
508-754-5302
www.worcesteracademy.
org/admission/inquire
6th - 12th grade, day and
boarding school
See ad on page 2
NEW JERSEY
Montclair Cooperative
School
65 Chestnut St.
Montclair, NJ 07042
973-783-4955
www.montclaircoop.org
Early ages - 8th grade
See ad on page 11
Moorestown
Friends School
110 E. Main St.
Moorestown, NJ 08057
856-914-4426
www.mfriends.org
age 3 - 12th grade
See ad on page 21
Westfield
Friends School
2201 Riverton Rd.
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077
856-829-0895
www.westfieldfriends.org
Preschool 2 - 8th grade
See ad on page 44
NEW YORK
BASIS Independent
Brooklyn
PreK - 2nd grade
138 Willoughby St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
3rd - 12th grade
556 Columbia St.

www.cryogam.com

SPECIALIZING IN
SMALL MIRACLES

WITH PERSONALIZED FERTILITY CARE
OFFERING THE LATEST IN
REPRODUCTIVE CARE IN A

warm & compassionate
ENVIRONMENT.

DR. LOUIS R. MANARA
“The only Doctor who is with you from
Consultation to Conception”

The Center for
Reproductive Medicine
& Fertility
• Over 30 years experience
• State of the Art Facility with
IVF Lab on Premises
• IVF and all innovative new treatments
• Artificial Insemination
• Donor Egg Program
• Egg Freezing
• Enjoy the comfort of knowing your

doctor really knows you!

BOARD CERITIFIED IN
REPRODUCTIVE
ENDOCRINOLOGY & INFERTILITY

www.louismanara.com

FOR AN APPT. CALL 856-767-0009
200A RT. 73 N., VOORHEES, NJ 08043
(ACROSS FROM VIRTUA)

www.louismanara.com
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Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-643-6302
brooklyn.basisindependent.com
PreK - 12th grade
See ad on page 56

212-228-6341
www.blueschool.org
age 2 - 8th grade
See ad on page 17
The Brick
Church School
62 E. 92nd St.
New York, NY 10128
212-289-5683
www.brickchurchschool.
org
ages 2 - 6 yrs.
See ad on page 39

The Buckley School
113 E. 73rd St.
New York, NY 10021
212-535-8787
www.buckleyschool.org
K - 9th grade, boys’
school
See ad on page 29

BASIS Independent
Manhattan
Buffalo Seminary
PreK - 5th grade
205 Bidwell Pkwy.
795 Columbus Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14222
New York, NY 10025
716-885-6780
6th - 12th grade
www.buffaloseminary.org
556 W. 22nd St.
9th - 12th grade, day and
New York, NY 10011
boarding girls’ school
Brooklyn Heights
347-305-4960
See ad on page 61
manhattan.basisindepen- Synagogue Preschool
131 Remsen St.
dent.com
The Chapin School
Brooklyn, NY 11201
PreK - 12th grade
100 East End Ave.
718-522-2070
See ad on page 56
https://www.juliamorganNew York, NY 10028
www.bhsbrooklyn.org
school.org/admission/admis212-744-2335
ages 2 - 5
Blue School
www.chapin.edu
See ad on page 37
241 Water St.
sion-welcome
K - 12th grade, girls
New York, NY 10038

school
See ad on page 13
Chelsea Day School
319 Fifth Ave., 2nd Floor
New York, NY 10016
212-675-8541
www.chelseadayschool.
org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 21
City and Country
School
146 W. 13th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-242-7802
www.cityandcountry.org
age 2 - 8th grade
See ad on page 6
The Co-op School
644 Gates Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11221

347-721-3408
www.thecoopschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 34
The Dalton School
K - 3rd grade
53 E. 91st St.
New York, NY 10128
4th - 12th grade
108 E. 89th St.
New York, NY 10128
212-423-5200
www.dalton.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 19
The Ecole
Main Campus
111 E. 22nd St.
New York, NY 10010
646-410-2238
Fifth Avenue Building
206 5th Ave.

New York, NY 10010
646-766-1843
www.theecole.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 53
Ethical Culture
Fieldston School
33 Central Park West
New York, NY 10023
212-712-6220
3901 Fieldston Rd.
Bronx, NY 10471
718-329-7300
www.ecfs.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 12
The First Presbyterian
Church Nursery School
12 W. 12th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-691-3432
www.fpcns.org

Apply for Fall 2021 | Grades 6 - 8
Join us at our Program Showcase
October 25 & December 5
www.juliamorganschool.org

CollegePrep
A private high school for grades 9-12
6100 Broadway Oakland CA 94618 510.652.4364

At College Prep, we value the unique time that is high school.
Our blend of high academic standards, personal responsibility,
and kindness creates a distinct learning community. Guided
by exceptional and caring teachers, mentors, and coaches,
our students engage with each other and the increasingly
interconnected world. If you seek a place to develop your
abilities, question your assumptions, grapple with complex
issues, cultivate your character, and make long-lasting friends,
we welcome the opportunity to get to know you.
www.college-prep.org

• The Little Folks School, a progressive independent early childhood center is
located in the Georgetown neighborhood of Washington DC enrolling children
ages two through five.

Little Folks School

• Our nursery school is an inclusive community where teachers have created an
environment for your child to learn through active exploration and interaction
with teachers, other children, and the physical world around them.

3247 Q St. NW
Washington, DC 20007
www.littlefolks.org

• We approach the whole child: developing the social, the cognitive, the
physical and the aesthetic.
• Our program has an emphasis in the arts, both visual and performing.
• Diversity of all kinds is celebrated at our school.

FOR ADMISSIONS
INFORMATION
CONTACT US:
(202)333-6571
littlefolks@littlefolks.org

• We celebrate that families come in all different shapes and sizes, it is love that
makes a family.
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ages 2 - 5.3
See ad on page 33
Garden School
33-16 79th St.
Jackson Heights, NY
11372
718-335-6363
www.gardenschool.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 54
Hackley School
293 Benedict Ave.
Tarrytown, NY 10591
914-366-2642
www.hackleyschool.org
K - 12th grade, day and
boarding
See ad on page 30
The IDEAL School
Mailing address
314 W. 91 St.
New York, NY 10024
Upper school
270 W. 89th St.
New York, NY 10024
212-769-1699
www.theidealschool.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 31
International
Academy of New York
4 E. 90th St.
New York, NY 10128
212-641-0260
www.ianyc.org
Pre-Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 40
The Kew-Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-268-4667
www.kewforest.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 36
The Lang School
26 Broadway, Ste. 900
New York, NY 10004
212-977-7777
K - 12th grade, for 2e
learners
www.thelangschool.org
See ad on page 50
Little Red School
House/Elisabeth Irwin
High School
Lower and
Middle School
272 Sixth Ave.
New York, NY 10014
High School
40 Charlton St.
New York, NY 10014
212-477-5316

www.lrei.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 8
Manhattan Country
School
150 W. 85th St.
New York, NY 10024
212-348-0952
www.manhattancountryschool.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 6
Mary McDowell
Friends School
Elementary School
20 Bergen St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-625-3939
Middle School
133-135 Summit St.
Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-625-3939
Upper School
23 Sidney Place
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-855-0141
www.marymcdowell.org
K - 12th grade, school
for students with learning
disabilities
See ad on page 11

Camp
Clio

Camp Clio (Ages 9-14)
CIT/LIT Programs (Ages 15-17)

August 8-21, 2021
at YMCA Camp Jewell
Counselor Positions and Scholarships Available

www.CampClio.org

www.campclio.org

www.cowhollowschool.org

Helping Small Miracles Happen

Park Avenue Methodist
Day School
106 E. 86th St.
New York, NY 10028
212-289-6997
www.pamdayschool.org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 34
Purple Circle Early
Childhood Program
251 W. 100th St.
New York, NY 10025
212-866-9193
www.purple-circle.org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 10
Pusteblume
International Preschool
244 W. 14th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-206-1137
www.pusteblumenyc.org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 26
Riverdale
Country School
Lower School
1 Spaulding Lane
Bronx, NY 10471
718-549-7780
Middle & Upper School
5250 Fieldston Rd.
Bronx, NY 10471

• COMPREHENSIVE FERTILITY CARE • INTRAUTERINE INSEMINATION (IUI)
• IN VITRO FERTILIZATION (IVF) • RECIPROCAL IVF • PREIMPLANTATION GENETIC TESTING
• DONOR EGG • DONOR SPERM • GESTATIONAL CARRIER (SURROGATE)
The Reproductive Science Center of NJ is a leading provider of advanced reproductive technologies. Our
center combines a commitment to compassionate care with a cutting –edge fertility program. We believe
that everyone should have the opportunity to be a parent and a treatment plan can be customized to fit his
or her unique situation. We believe that the most important quality a fertility clinic can offer is genuine
concern and understanding for you and your emotional needs. Our experienced doctors, nurses, and staff
fully understand the emotional and medical challenges that confront prospective parents. We strive to
make all patients feel calm, comfortable and confident throughout their entire course of treatment.
RSCNJ has 3 convenient locations within Central NJ offering free phone consultations and free second
opinions by phone, along with evening and weekend hours.

Reproductive Science Center of NJ
DR. WILLIAM F. ZIEGLER | DR. ALAN M. MARTINEZ
EATONTOWN • TOMS RIVER • LAWRENCEVILLE

732-918-2500 l FERTILITYNJ.COM
www.fertilitynj.com
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718-549-8810
www.riverdale.edu
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 17
Rye Country
Day School
Cedar St.
Rye, NY 10580
914-925-4513
www.ryecountryday.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 15
Saint Ann's School
129 Pierrepont St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-522-1660
www.saintannsny.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 47
THINK Global School
Headquarters:
1460 Broadway, #7032
New York, NY 10036
646-808-0675 office
www.thinkglobalschool.
org
10th - 12th grade, global
traveling high school
See ad on page 49

West Side
Montessori School
309 W. 92nd St.
New York, NY 10025
212-662-8000
www.wsmsnyc.org
ages 2 - 6 yrs.
See ad on page 10

Delaware Valley
Friends School
19 E. Central Ave.
Paoli, PA 19301
610-640-4250
www.dvfriends.org
1st - 12th grade
See ad on page 48

Wetherby-Pembridge
School
7 E 96th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-213-3400
www.wetherby-pembridge.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 41

Falk School
on the University of
Pittsburgh campus
4060 Allequippa St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15261
412-624-8024
www.falkschool.pitt.edu
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 33

PENNSYLVANIA

Friends’ Central School
1101 City Ave.
Wynnewood, PA 19096
610-649-7440
www.friendscentral.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 11

Benchmark School
2107 N. Providence Rd.
Media, PA 19063
610-565-3741
www.benchmarkschool.
org
1st - 8th grade, for
students with learning
differences
See ad on page 51

Friends School
Haverford
851 Buck Lane
Haverford, PA 19041
610-642-0354
www.friendshaverford.org

Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 9
Germantown Academy
340 Morris Rd.
Fort Washington, PA
19034
267-405-7070
www.germantownacademy.net
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 45
Germantown
Friends School
Main Campus
31 W. Coulter St.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
Center City
The Curtis Center
601 Walnut St.
Philadelphia, PA 19106
215-951-2345
www.germantownfriends.
org/ec
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 9

1112 West 31st St.
Austin, TX 78705
512-299-9800
Upper School
5901 Southwest Pkwy.
Austin, TX 78735
512-299-9700
www.sasaustin.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 40
VIRGINIA
BASIS Independent
McLean
8000 Joes Branch Dr.
McLean, VA 22102
703-854-1253
mclean.basisindependent.com
age 2 - 12th grade

TEXAS

Browne Academy
5917 Telegraph Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22310
571-451-1006
www.browneacademy.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 29

St. Andrew’s
Episcopal School
Lower & Middle School

The Congressional
School
3229 Sleepy Hollow Rd.

Falls Church, VA 22042
703-533-1064
www.congressionalschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 28
St. Stephen’s and
St. Agnes School
Lower School
400 Fontaine St.
Alexandria, VA 22302
Middle School
4401 W. Braddock Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22304
Upper School
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22304
703-212-2705
www.sssas.org/admission
age 3 - 12th grade
See ad on page 42
Tandem Friends School
279 Tandem Lane
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-951-9314
www.tandemfs.org
5th - 12th grade
See ad on page 52
continued on page 28

212-206-1137

Pusteblume International Preschool
provides children with a fun
and community-oriented
multicultural environment.
Our preschool program welcomes families
with children from ages 2-5 of all international
backgrounds who are interested in having their
child learn German, Spanish, or both, in a language
immersion classroom. Our after-school programs
and holiday camps welcome children from other
schools and offer activity-based classes for
pre-schoolers and school-age children (ages 6-12).
Pusteblume International Preschool is directed by Friends
of the German International School of New York, Inc.,
a non-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation.

Contact us to schedule
your tour and inquire about
our flexible enrollment options

•
•
•
•
•

For more info visit: www.pusteblumenyc.org
Or write to us at: info@pusteblumenyc.org

www.pusteblumenyc.org
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www.spence-chapin.org

KEEPING THE DOORS
TO KNOWLEDGE OPEN.
Virtual Open House

RSVP fwparker.org/admission-events
Upper School (Grades 9–12)
Saturday, November 14 | 10 a.m.

Now Accepting Applications
for the 2021–22 School Year
n
n

Junior Kindergarten through 12th grade
Need-based financial assistance available

Visit fwparker.org/apply
PARKER IS COMMITTED TO EQUITY AND ACCESS.
THERE IS NO FEE TO APPLY.

PARKER
Francis W. Parker School
Expanding Learning

www.townschool.com

330 West Webster Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60614

fwparker.org
773.797.5107

www.fwparker.org/apply

OPEN HOUSES

NOVEMBER 6 | DECEMBER 4 | JANUARY 8

Specialists in delivering sensitive,
innovative fertility solutions.
Everyday miracles really do happen. URA has
helped thousands of couples create a loving
family. We deliver care 365 days a year, allowing
you a greater chance for success. To get started,
please contact URA at 201-288-6330.

University Reproductive Associates | Hasbrouck Heights, Hoboken and Wayne | uranj.com

www.uranj.com

AGE 18 MONTHS TO GRADE 6
Preparing children to learn
confidently, think independently,
and succeed wherever they go.
SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT AT AIDANSCHOOL .ORG | 2700 27TH STREET NW, WASHINGTON, DC

www.aidanschool.org
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Whole Earth
Montessori School
est. 1986

22nd Annual Independent
Schools Directory
continued from page 26
WASHINGTON
Bertschi School
2227 10th Avenue East
Seattle, WA 98102
206-324-5476
www.bertschi.org
Pre-K - 5th grade
See ad on page 19
Ecole Franco-Americane du Puget Sound
3795 E. Mercer Way
Mercer Island, WA 98040
206-275-3533
www.fasps.org
age 24 months 8th grade
See ad on page 22

Preschool ▪ Kindergarten
Elementary ▪ Middle School
Accredited by the American Montessori Society

www.wemschool.org

www.wemschool.org
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New Discovery School
7219 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115
206-447-2377
www.newdiscoveryschool.org
ages 3 - 5 yrs.
See ad on page 43

Seattle Country
Day School
2619 4th Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98109
206-691-2625
www.seattlecountryday.
org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 15
Soundview School
6515 196th St. SW
Lynnwood, WA 98036
425-778-8572
www.soundview.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 42
St. Thomas School
8300 NE 12th St.
Medina, WA 98039
425-454-5880
www.stthomasschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 20
University Child
Development School
5062 9th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
206-547-8237
www.ucds.org/institute
Infant - 5th grade
See ad on page 16

The Valley School
318 30th Ave. E
Seattle, WA 98112
206-328-4475
www.thevalleyschool.org
Pre-K - 5th grade
See ad on page 34
Whole Earth
Montessori School
2930 228th St. SE
Bothell, WA 98021
425-486-3037
www.wemschool.org
Preschool - Middle
School
See ad on page 28
Woodinville Montessori
School
13965 NE 166th St.
Woodinville, WA 98072
425-420-9712
www.woodinvillemontessori.org
PreK - 12th grade
See ad on page 45 t

www.congressionalschool.org

AN EDUCATION THAT PUTS
CHILDREN IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT
Our child-centered approach to learning ensures
that each child, from preschool to middle school,
is uniquely valued, supported and
nurtured throughout their educational
journey — creating expressive,
Learn more
compassionate students that are
and see our portfolio
eager to help shape the world.
of student projects at

bakerdemschool.org
BAKER DEMONSTRATION SCHOOL
201 SHERIDAN RD
WILMETTE, IL 60091

847- 425 - 5800

www.wesleyschool.org

www.bakerdemschool.org

I am a scientist.

I am an artist.

I am an innovator.

I am an actor.

WHO WILL YOUR CHILD BE?
Virtual Open Houses : 11/11, 12/6, 1/13

To register for an open house or for more information,
please email admission@browneacademy.org.

PS-8th Grade Alexandria, VA
www.browneacademy.org

www.browneacademy.org
www.buckleyschool.org
November-December 2020 Issue #133 www.gayparentmag.com

29

ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

ENTER HERE
TO BE AND
FIND A FRIEND

The École Renews Full-Ride
Middle School Scholarship Program!
The École is Very Excited to Relaunch its Full-Ride Middle School
Scholarship Program for the 2021-2022 School Year

N

COME TALK
TO US ABOUT
KINDERGARTEN

293 BENEDICT AVENUE
TARRYTOWN, NY 10591
(914) 366-2642
WWW.HACKLEYSCHOOL.ORG

ew York, NY: For the 2021-2022
school year, The École (formerly École Internationale de New York),
an independent Nursery–8th Grade
French-American school located in the
Flatiron District, will once again award up
to three full-ride scholarships for new students in Middle School (6th-8th Grade).
The scholarship will cover the full tuition
for the student’s duration at The École,
meaning that if they start the 2021-2022
school year in 6th Grade, their tuition will
be covered for three years, through 8th
Grade.
The École has decided to renew
this offering because it still sees a need
in the current dual-language offerings
in NYC. Most public schools that offer
a dual French-English program end in
5th Grade, so parents with children in
those programs who would like to continue their bilingual education are left with
very few options. The École’s expansion
last year of its main building, creating
more space to welcome more children,
has enabled the school to continue this
scholarship program. Additionally, thanks
to its small class sizes and favorable
student-to-teacher ratio, The École has

www.hackleyschool.org
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been fully onsite since the school year
started at the beginning of September
unlike public schools in NYC.
These are the requirements for candidates who wish to apply for the scholarship:
• Must not be a current student at
The École
• Must be in 5th-7th Grade during
the 2020-2021 school year
• Must speak, read and write in
French and in English
• All candidates must submit
original writing samples in French and
English, ideally completed for a school
assignment
As with last year, the selection will
be based on three main criteria: financial
need, diversity and merit. Candidates
who apply and meet these criteria will
be chosen for the final round of selection. They will be invited to the school
on Saturday, February 27th or Sunday,
February 28th, 2021 to give a short presentation in French to a jury on a topic of
their choice. The jury will be composed
of teachers and administrators from The
École as well as experts in multilingual
education.

“We, like many parents, know the
value of a bilingual education. This is
why The École would like to help some
families to continue the bilingual education of their children,” explain Philippe
and Laurence Roux, The École Benefactors. “Our unique dual program, which
really goes Beyond Bilingual through the
artful blending of both the French and
American curriculum, will prepare these
students for the next step of their education, whether in a public or private school,
here in the US, in France or abroad.”

Families interested in applying for
the scholarship can write to scholarship@theEcole.org to receive the details
about the application process. The deadline to apply is February 20, 2021, and
the results of the scholarship awards will
be made public on March 8, 2021.
About The École: The École is an
independent, French-American bilingual
school serving an international community of Maternelle-to-Middle School
students in New York City’s Flatiron District. The École artfully blends the best

of the French and American educational
systems, gifting students with deep academic bi-literacy, whole-child skills and
knowledge, and an optimistic, multi-cultural perspective. Founded in 2009 as
École Internationale de New York (EINY),
the school went through a complete
re-branding in June of 2018 when it became The École.
For more information visit
www.theEcole.org. t
Photo courtesy of Anne Haerling

Change A Life Forever

Become a Foster Parent
If you are age 21 or older with a steady income,
have space in your home and love in your heart,
foster parenting may be the perfect gift you can
offer to raise hope and foster the dreams of a
child in need of care.

nccf-cares.org/fostercare/

CALL OR TEXT (657) 522-0770
www.nccf-cares.org/fostercare/

Experience The IDEAL Difference

In our diverse and inclusive community and within our robust academic program, IDEAL students recognize their potential to
effect change and are equipped with the tools to do so. They strive for excellence in and out of the classroom and recognize
and draw out the potential for excellence in their peers. They possess the self-awareness to advocate for themselves and
the compassion to stand behind others. They not only appreciate but also seek out difference, understanding that only in
community are we IDEAL.
IDEAL is New York’s only K-12 independent inclusion school, where we celebrate the tremendous social, emotional, and
academic growth born in a diverse and nurturing educational community, and offering classes in-person and online.
Visit our website to learn more about IDEAL’s rigorous and differentiated program, innovative social justice curriculum,
and uniquely inclusive community, and also about IDEAL’s Next Steps Transition Program, open to students aged 18-21.
IDEAL is currently accepting applications
in select grades for 2020-21 placement

www.theidealschool.org
For more information, contact us at
admissions@theidealschool.org
or 212-769-1699

www.theidealschool.org

VIRTUAL LOWER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES
November 5, 6 PM | April 8, 2021, 9 AM
314 West 91st Street
VIRTUAL UPPER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES
November 17, 6-8 PM | April 15, 2021, 9 AM
270 West 89th Street
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Four Boys and the Pandemic
By Gary Hurtubise

D

Why Waverly?
Waverly has three
distinct divisions and campuses,
elementary (preschool-6th),
middle school (7th and 8th),
and high school.
Waverly’s environment is
developmental, intellectual,
and engaging.
Waverly teachers are
intelligent, caring, flexible
people who truly enjoy working
with young people.
Waverly AP Courses
are available to all students.
Waverly graduates attend a wide
range of colleges and universities.
Waverly is an
open, inclusive community.

Visit our website for the
fall admissions schedule,
posted online at the end of August.
67 west bellevue ave., pasadena ca 91105

admissions@thewaverlyschool.org

www.thewaverlyschool.org
www.thewaverlyschool.org

oes anyone else feel as if March
break of this year went on for longer
than usual?
For our family, anyways, March break
began on a Friday seven months ago, and…
well, never quite ended.
We’d been looking forward to the break. It had been
a long winter for us, and we’d
planned to hop on the train
and visit the big city. A change
of scenery was long overdue
– especially since I’d recently
started working from home
and was a wee bit tired of the
four walls that surrounded me
day in, day out.

ing would have to be done remotely. Both
being educators, and working from home already, this part of the pandemic experience
was a cinch. The bonus was that we could
tailor the pre-packaged online lessons to
each of our boys’ unique needs.

School is Cancelled!
When our provincial government announced that people should stay in their homes
The author, Gary Hurtubise and his son Meo,
and eliminate all but essential
hard at work during the pandemic.
travel (ie: groceries once per
week), it felt like we were living
our very own version of the Walking Dead
(albeit with less gore, though our neighbours
Social Distancing for Introverts
did start to adopt haggard looks and shuffling gaits during their endless cycle of daily
For my husband and me, the need to
constitutionals).
social distance came naturally, and as a seSo, we found ourselves stuck in the cret relief. We are both highly introverted,
house, hidden away from an invisible invad- preferring the company of a select group of
er that no one seemed to know much about, people – or none at all. The quarantine is
and for which everyone had a different strat- an introvert’s dream come true. No longer
egy to combat.
was there a need to politely refuse the offer
Things started off quite well for us. Ex- of a beer after work, or to beg off going to
cept for the dreaded weekly grocery outing, one of the kids’ friend’s house for a weekend
life was great. We were stuck at home, but it brunch (“we’ll just let the kids play while we
felt… different. I likened it to being on a ship chat!” ugh.)
in space – the outside was a hostile environNobody asked anymore. And it was
ment, but we were safe in our starship. Just bliss.
us four boys, travelling through covid-space.
For a while.
Our homelife didn’t change very much.
Our eldest son was acutely aware of the
Notable amongst some changes: beards situation. He is a social animal; he needs
grew a bit longer, pyjamas stayed on until to be the center of attention and craves the
later in the day, and we conserved water like company of other kids his age.
never before (read: fewer showers).
He satisfied his social needs by vidEventually, our provincial government eo-chatting with his friends and grandparannounced that schools would remain ents. Early on, we were doing this with difclosed for the rest of the year, and that learn- ferent people once a day. Gradually, though,
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A non-sectarian program
welcoming all children since 1952
Dedicated to children’s growth and learning

THE JOHN THOMAS DYE SCHOOL

Experienced, nurturing teachers
Children ages 2.0-5.3
Specialists for Music, Movement, Studio,
Gardening, & our Healthy Snack Program

The John Thomas Dye School offers
grades K-6 on an eleven-acre campus
nestled in the hills above Los Angeles.

Large, airy classrooms, rooftop playground
& an indoor play space

Learn more about us at

www.jtdschool.org
The First Presbyterian Church Nursery School
12 West 12th Street, New York, NY 10011
212.691.3432 | www.fpcns.org

Email admissions@jtdschool.org
to set up a tour today!

www.fpcns.org

www.jtdschool.org

To expand your child’s
compassion and ambition

We wish for our children to have
reverence for the natural world.

At PS1, children grown up in—and help shape—
an exceptionally joyful, empathetic, dynamic
learning community. From this intentionally created
microcosm your child emerges excited and prepared
to change the wider world for the better.

Falk School

www.psone.org
310-394-1313 x 107
Inquire & Connect with Us!
Apply Online Now!

A K–8 school on the University of Pittsburgh campus
Providing a child-centered, quality education in a diverse,
nurturing, and inclusive community since 1931.
412-624-8024 • falkschool.pitt.edu

www.falkschool.pitt.edu
112213 FALK Gay Parent Mag Ad.indd 1

www.psone.org
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Four Boys and the Pandemic
continued from page 32
these daily calls descended into nothing
more than silly faces and toilet jokes (we
even found the tablet abandoned on a bed
one day, my in-laws still on the call, waiting
for our son to return. He’d moved onto other things). At that point, call frequency was
greatly reduced.
Our youngest son is a different beast.
He’s a homebody, who loves nothing more
than to spend a day with his dads. The pandemic, for him, was very much like it was for
us – a welcome escape from the cruel necessities of that former life.
But even a homebody-beast eventually
feels the bars of his cage. A manic stir-craziness set into our youngest – a hyperactivity that was only quenched by the longest of
tickling sessions, or exhaustive dog walks to
the rocky beach near our home.
No More Sports
Before the pandemic, both our boys had
busy after-school and weekend schedules.
They were in swimming, soccer, taekwondo,

music – all those good, wholesome
activities that have parents driving
all around town, at all hours.
Suddenly – jarringly – all of
that vanished overnight.
And it wasn’t just the kids’ activities either.
My husband was a triathlete
– he used to train anywhere from
ten to twenty hours per week.
When the pandemic hit, his training
partners – as well as the training
facilities (gyms, pools, etc.) disappeared in a flash.
I, too, had built into my week
a few precious hours that were just
for me – I’d invested in a personal
trainer at a local private gym while
my husband had the kids.
All of our out-of-the-house activities were no more.
School was no more.
The four of us were stuck together, in our ‘starship’, with no
where to go, and nothing to do.
We lasted about one month,
before my husband and I realized

Noah, baking, while his younger
brother, Meo, watches.

www.crestviewprep.org

Pre-K - 5th Grade in Seattle

The Power of Childhood
GRADES K–8

Joyful Learning
Learn more about our approach,
core values, Co-op commitment,
and application process at
thecoopschool.org.

At the Valley School, we ignite children’s
natural passion for learning. Our students
develop an academic foundation to
become joyful learners through playful
work, purposeful play, and the practice of
community.

To learn more about our school and sign up for
a tour, go to www.thevalleyschool.org

www.thecoopschool.org
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www.thevalleyschool.org

www.pamdayschool.org

Cabin Fever
Yes, we still love our kids, and they love
us (I think). But we’ve all learned what we
don’t like about each other. My husband fixates on problems I deem unimportant; I don’t
show enough sensitivity; our eldest has a
habit of stretching the truth on a too-frequent
basis, and our youngest becomes destructive when not stimulated to his satisfaction.
Tempers began flaring hotter, over
smaller and smaller things. The boys could
not play for five minutes together without arguing. I became obsessed with the smallest infractions, lamenting that our kids could
never just keep the house tidy!!
April turned into May, and with it, nicer
Gary's husband Trevor at work and son Noah doing virtual schooling on the other weather. Dog walks to the beach became
side of the room (see page 32 to see the other side of this room).
our only daily exercise. May gave way to
June, and while the weather outside was inthat this was no longer a vacation. This was hell.
viting, we found ourselves hiding away inside more and more.
We slept in later (more often then not, finding our youngest had
I sat there with hubby.
snuck in the night before to cuddle us) – after all, what was there to
We sat there, we two.
get up for? Bedtime got pushed further and further back – the four
And I said, “How I wish
of us playing videogames late into the night, rather than, say, doing
We had something to do!”
the evening dishes.
When the school year officially ‘finished’ at the end of June,
(Adapted from Dr. Seuss’s The Cat in the Hat)
my husband and I had an anti-celebration. We realized that three-

WHEN STUDENTS
EMBRACE A CHALLENGE

THE
EXTRAORDINARY
HAPPENS

We are excited to welcome students back this school year
with safety in mind and plans for a flexible learning environment.
To help your family get to know Stratford School, we invite you to join
us for a Virtual Tour providing an overview of our robust programs,
vibrant school community, and extraordinary curriculum.

JOIN US FOR A Virtual TOUR TODAY!
StratfordSchools.com/tours

Now
Enrolling
Preschool
THROUGH

Middle School*

Locations throughout the Bay Area
and Southern California
*Grades offered vary by location. Preschool State License Numbers: 073402482, 013420588, 013423042, 434404890, 434413440, 434410816, 434408056, 013420939, 414004014,
384001837, 384004006, 434407977, 434408877, 434410807, 434404336, 434406722, 198018949, 198018875, 197493889, 304371162. Copyright © 2020 Stratford Schools, Inc.

www.stratfordschools.com/tours
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and-a-half-months stuck at
home with the kids would
now extend to five-and-ahalf, seeing as all summer
camps we’d preregistered
the boys for had been cancelled.
No More Donuts
At this stage, the
only time spent outside
the confines of our house
was when I did my weekly
masked grocery run.
I’d return home, announce “corona virus!”,
and come inside with our food for the next
seven days. Hubby and kids would stand
back, waiting to see what I’d brought home
that week.
We’d stopped going to our local donut
shop at the virus’s outbreak, preferring instead to bake our own goodies. Each week,
I’d pick either a cake, or a pastry, cinnamon
rolls, or cookies to bring home so that our eldest could bake them up, impressing us with
his burgeoning kitchen skills.
Even our youngest got into it when we

Life before the pandemic. The family last winter on their way to Niagara Falls for
a vacation. Left to right Trevor, Meo, Noah, and Gary.
had a cake week – insisting that he and only
he be the one to crack eggs… (messy.)
Days blended together, weeks rolled
into the next, without any sense of weekday
or weekend. I’m sure all of us were feeling
some degree of depression. I remember
sitting outside with my husband one morning early in July, coffee in hands, coming to
terms with the fact that September was still
months away, and even then, we had a huge

14

average
class size

15

+

decision to make: would we send the kids
back to school?
Back to School?
Our youngest son has a history of respiratory illnesses, so the prospect of exposing him to other kids (whom we couldn’t
guarantee had not been exposed to the virus
continued on page 38
through their

20

+

interscholastic
athletic teams.

clubs, including
signature programs in
Mock Trial and Model UN

30

+

home languages

82

%

We are The Kew-Forest School.

Open House

Our community

nurtures lifelong learners
from around the world.

2021-22 Admission

PRESCHOOL – GRADE 12

faculty holding
advanced degrees

70

+

nationalities

Attend an

Tuesday, November 17

Our educators

inspire young people to
think boldly and find their voices.

Our students

Saturday, December 12
RSVP at kewforest.org/OpenHouse

support each other and explore
thoughtfully as they shape the future.

IN-PERSON, HYBRID, AND REMOTE LE ARNING
119 -17 U N I O N T U R N P I K E FO R E S T H I L L S , N Y 11375
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www.kewforest.org

Rebecca Stanton has always had a passion for writing poetry, short stories, and is the author of Under
Our Roof, a children's book that shares a heartfelt message about love and features a family with two
moms (see photo from her book). Below is a poem she wrote with her children about two moms. Read
the article by Stanton, 'Parenting And Persisting In 2020,' on page 14.

I LOVE MY MOMS! By Rebecca Stanton
I LOVE MY MOMS!
Having two moms is nothing new.
You get double the bear hugs,
And piggy back rides at the zoo.
I have a momma and a mommy and then there is me.
LOVE MAKES A FAMILY!
My moms are strong!
They’re proud! They’re brave as can be!
They teach me to be kind.
and have an open mind.
I LOVE MY MOMS!
My mommies laugh and they sometimes cry. I give them high fives with every good-bye.
They like to tell me silly mom jokes. They think they are so funny.
When I’m feeling down, talking about my feelings and laughing will help me feel less crummy.
My moms give me boo-boo kisses when I get hurt
and wipe away my tears when I’ve fallen in the dirt.
I LOVE MY MOMS!
Breakfast for dinner is our favorite meal. Mommy’s biscuits and gravy is the real deal!
It’s so much fun when we cook together,
I love it when I get to help measure!
I LOVE MY MOMS!
We build blanket forts together
that have tall couch cushion towers.
We play dress up wearing CROWNS and CAPES
and pretend we have superpowers.

www.thewillows.org

Preschool
classes for
2s, 3s,
and 4s…

For tea parties we dine at the coffee table in style,
While eating the cookies we’ve made
stacked high in a pile.
I LOVE MY MOMS!
We ride our bikes all the way to the park with our picnic basket.
My moms packed a special surprise… It was a recipe for making mud pies!
We baked mud pies in the sun that day and decorated them with wild flower petals.
My mommies said they were delicious and that I deserved a medal.
On the playground I
raced them down the slides so fast, I pushed them on the swings.
The merry-go round was the funniest part, I spun them until they screamed!
I LOVE MY MOMS!
I love them together, I love them apart.
I love them even when they FART.
We always talk about my day at school and what was my favorite part.
My mommies ask me who I played with at recess and what I made in art.
They say my work is a masterpiece and they put it on display.
My moms are always so proud of me, they tell me every day.
My moms let me have extra bubble bath bubbles when I’ve had a tough day.
We fight off sugar bugs in the mirror and rinse them down the drain each night.
Then It's off to bed with 2 kisses on the cheek and they turn on my favorite nightlight. t

BROOKLYN
HEIGHTS
SYNAGOGUE
PRESCHOOL
www.bhsbrooklyn.org

Schedule
your
fall tour
now…

Preschool
is where
the heart
is…

www.bhsbrooklyn.org
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Four Boys and the Pandemic
continued from page 36
friends and family) was, frankly, frightening.
And if we kept him home, would sending our eldest boy home defeat the whole
exercise of self-quarantining? It was not like
we could keep the boys apart at home – we
wanted them to be together, seeing as they
were each other’s only playmate!
But we also had to consider our sanity.
We longed desperately to see that school
bus pull up at the bottom of our drive, hug
both our boys tightly, tell them how much
we loved them… then kick their butts to the
curb. That thought alone was all that kept us
going some days over the long, hot summer.
When the school board communicated
their plan for kids to return – a plan that did
not include effective social distancing, or
even masks for our youngest son’s class –
the choice was made for us.
We decided to keep the boys home.
Our New Paradigm
The four of us spent a week going to
bed at reasonable hours, and re-instituting
a ‘normal’ morning routine. We created

and printed out a daily schedule, that we
could point to when we lost direction, or
motivation. We used the carrot of playing
videogames with their dads to keep our extrinsically motivated young learners on the
straight and narrow…
This experiment has just begun, and it
won’t be until Christmas before we know if
it has been a success.
But as the first day of ‘school’ approached, I had a bit of an epiphany…
…I was ok that the boys were staying
home with us!! I was happy to be living
together, all the time.
We’d established new family routines,
allowed ourselves to have fun during these
stressful times, and most importantly… we
all learned how to really live together.
We successfully hid from corona virus
these past seven months. And we’ve beLeft to right, Noah, Trevor and Meo at their
come a stronger family for it. t
Niagara Falls vacation last year.
Gary Hurtubise lives in Eastern Ontario with his husband Trevor, their two sons
Noah and Meo, and their two yellow labs. between life: at 4:30 in the morning, on long
Gary attended the Royal Military College of road-trips with the kids, while back-country
Canada and served in the Royal Canadian camping, and when he should be doing his
Navy before becoming a high school phys- share of the chores.
ics teacher, and part time Ghostwriter. Gary
Photos courtesy of Gary Hurtubise
finds time to write during those odd moments
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Ollie Has Three Grammies (& No Idea We’re in a Pandemic)
Mama! Do you like my gluvths? Nana and Ombi let me wear them!
By Sieglinde Levery-Nicholas

I

t’s a Thursday afternoon in late
August. Not only is Oliver, my two
and a half year old, wearing his Nana’s
purple felted gloves, he also has on his
Ombi’s maroon winter parka. He then
slides on Nana’s extra large lavender
knit hat and a pair of her size 8 olive
Crocs. Ollie now looks like a California
Raisin who has given up on fashion
footwear.
Although Seattle is perhaps not
known worldwide for our epic hot summers, the city is in the midst of global
warming just like the rest of the planet.
It’s eighty degrees and watching Ollie
dance around wrapped up like a yenta
about to complain about bunions, is
making me sweaty. Hysterical, but
sweaty.
Since the start of our “stay safe
stay home” orders this past March,

my husband, Drew, and I have
been working full time from
home. My mom (Nana) and
her wife, my step-mom (Ombi),
have become Ollie’s primary
care providers three to five days
a week. He is regularly dropped
off at my childhood home,
where he spends all day doted
on by two very loving retired social workers.
Right now, Ollie doesn’t
play with any other kids his
age, has very little interaction
with anyone outside our small
Ollie, the author's child, at Ombi and
family, and hasn’t been to the
Nana’s house, looking like a
community center or library in
California Raisin.
6 months. Instead, he dresses
time (clenched teeth emoji). It’s someup in his grandmas coats, hats,
scarves, and shoes, eats whatever he times sad to watch him play without
wants, and generally opts out of nap friends his own age, but we are on the
privileged end of this pandemic strug-

Every Child, Every Day
www.sasaustin.org

www.sasaustin.org
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Developing culturally astute and compassionate leaders
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www.cfsnwmi.org
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gle. He may be in an endless Groundhog Day loop as much as the rest of
us, more so if you count his media options, but he just thinks this is the way
life is. Thankfully, he has absolutely no
idea what he’s missing.
So far, Ollie seems very smart. If
I’m honest, I was hoping for just a little
smart—i am this many fingers old and
all that—instead, he seems a bit more
with-it than we prepared for. He’s got
all of his numbers and letters down,
can recite all of the words to most of

his books, and has started to compare
some of his scribbles to a book we
have on Ahhhndy Warhole. Recently, he told his Grammie Sue (Drew’s
mom), that she needed to find herself
some Common Sense. Everything he
says is with a cartoonish lisp, so it’s all
real cute now. But I’m fairly sure, to be
bearable as an adult, he’s gonna have
to be taken down a couple notches
over the next couple of years.
Grammie Sue doesn’t see Ollie
quite as often, but she was no less

Open your heart
and your home

You Can Make a Difference!
Be a Foster and Adoptive Parent

enchanted by his assessment of her
sense, common or not. Grammie is
what I imagine the consummate school
marm grandparent to be. She is what
I picture when I think Grammie. Born
in 1942 in Seattle, Washington, at the
same hospital Ollie was born, she’s
seen this city grow over almost eight
decades. From the Boeing Boom and
redlining, to Microsoft McMansions and
gentrification, to Amazon penthouses
and…still more redlining.
She brings Ollie Little Golden
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Family photo. The grandmothers seated in the back, left
to right, Ombi, Grammie, and Nana. In the front, left to
right, the author's husband, Drew, the author
Sieglinde Levery-Nicholas, and Ollie.
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Books, articles she cuts from the newspaper, and baked
goodies. She is not closed minded, but she’s of a generation
that assumes most of Ollie’s adventurous traits are because
he’s a boy, and the same for his loudness. She wears cardigans, drives the extra long way to come visit because its
prettier, and she gets to go past her childhood home along the
way. This means, even though we only live a half hour away,
she treats visiting us like a Day Trip, and always has to leave
an hour before the sun sets. Sue is perpetually astonished
by Ollie’s ever rising capabilities, much like she is the latest
technology—watching her ponder her flippy red cell phone is
pretty exciting, as are it’s chiclet-sized buttons. Which is an
appropriate analogy because Sue always has gum.
With Grammie visiting as often as possible, as well as
my moms’ regular social distancing get-togethers with their
close friends, Ollie is consistently surrounded by women in
their mid to late 60s and 70s. Two lesbian social workers and
a widowed school teacher, all of whom speak to him like an
adult and are delighted by just about every thing he does.
While amusing, I spend a lot of time at home picking at the
knots of privilege and self-centered-ness that comes with his
life as the star in his own isolated picture show.
Don’t get me wrong, all of his grandmas are excellent at
teaching him consent, manners, and teamwork. They expect
Ollie to contribute. He bakes, gardens, helps pick things up
that have rolled too far under cabinets. He entertains himself
for chunks of time each day while my mothers play a game
of cribbage or tuck into their iPads to catch up on Words With
Friends.
My moms are what I’ve been calling “Metro-grandparents.” A full generation younger than Grammie Sue, they have
a different, slightly more energetic way of Grandmothering.
They aren’t rigid when it comes to gender roles and patriarchal social constructs. They are attentive, inventive, and have
a lot of patience for tantrums. They are able-bodied and can
climb trees, dig holes, and follow Ollie on his pedal-less bike.
They still take lots of breaks to read books with him, but they

are careful to shift/change/eliminate
the dominant genders of the main characters, to de-colonize his bookshelf, as
we do. Surprise! The majority of classic
and modern protagonists are white and
male-identified, even the animals!
According to a recent NPR Segment on Public Health, “Pre-pandemic, about half of U.S. families reported
having trouble finding care for a young
child [https://ampr.gs/33MKXSn]. That
number jumped to nearly two-thirds
this spring as day cares closed and
other caretakers, such as grandparents and nannies, were told to stay
home [https://bit.ly/3dipO5z].” According to Madonna Harrington Meyer at
the Lerner Center for Public Health at
Syracuse University, “Grandmothering”
had been intensifying, pre-pandemic
[https://bit.ly/30SYSEA]. She posits
that “Grandmothers are providing more
help than they expect to provide and
more help than their parents provided
them.” Both of these reports remind
us that in many cases families who
relied on family care, now don’t have
grandparents as an option at all. But
for families that are able, quarantining
with able-bodied elder family members means parents and guardians
are spending a lot more time with the
greatest generation.
I am oddly envious of the many
kinds of Grandmothering my son has
access to. I grew up thousands of miles
away from all of my grandparents—a
byproduct of their deep and abiding
paranoia and homophobia. I seldom
saw my dad’s mother, my moms parents, or my step-moms parents, until
there was a more general softening in
the late 90s—because: Ellen. Thankfully, my step-grandmother Ofelia was
an exception. I still didn’t see Grandma Ofie often until I was older, when
she was widowed and became an
awesome grandma. Ofie was kind and
generous. She used cold cream and
taught me to make pie.
From birth to late teens, my idea
of what it meant to be Grandparented
came from books and classic television, Sofia Petrillo, Russell and Anna
Huxtable, Mona from Who’s the Boss?,
Bev from Rosanne, Endora. Now, because of the close nature of my relationship with my moms, and the current
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Sieglinde Levery-Nicholas as a child in 1988 with her
mom (on left) and step mom Rachel (Ombi to Ollie).
climate, Grandparenting is an increased provision of our
lives. Happily, my mothers embody so many facets of the
characters I associate with elder family matriarchs, including
sarcasm, open and honest discussion, and an abiding, unwavering love for their grandchild.
***

www.westfieldfriends.org

www.giftoflifesurrogacy.com
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F

rom what I gleaned from TV as a kid, Grandparents
should usually fit into one of three types: the kind that
unabashedly spoil their grandchildren, while also subtly tormenting their own grown child and basking in their anxieties;
quite literally enjoying a constant “I hope you have a kid that
treats you this terribly one day!” (Bev). The kind that live
in the home and provide daily sarcastic color commentary,
passive aggression, and a moral for the end of each day
(Sofia); The kind that realize the limits to the time they have
left, talk far too openly about their sex life, take on new-agey
ideals, and tell you not to listen to your parents, they are
“squares” (Mona).
For a long time I felt like I’d missed out. That my mother’s choices had not only pre-empted my chances at a “normal” life, but had robbed me of the aging starlets I knew I
could truly learn from. I certainly never saw gay mamas who
were killin’ the Grandparenting game. But, I also never had
to share my home when I was too little to understand what
dementia was. My youth did not include sitting downstairs
while a wailing, bedridden grandparent withered, lost their
spark, lost their faculties—as Drew had to. I have had to
contend with the complexity of loss more now as an adult
and can only imagine how this must shape kids.
In 1979 my mother and father moved across the country
together to start a family, and to separate from the toxicity of their own parents. My dad was a Jew from Queens
who’s mother, Julia, was bi-polar. My mother was raised
in Connecticut by her disinterested parents, Alice and Ted,
who claimed no religion (however, Alice usually wore a gold
cross to the country club so no one would confuse her for
Jewish). However, mom was very close to her own Nana.
By the time they began driving west, my mother had
been pretty much disowned by her parents. I was born here

in Seattle in 1980 and did meet my
grandparents briefly as a toddler, but
they never once came to see us. As far
as I can tell now, I dodged a bullet. It
gives me a chuckle knowing when my
mother came out (I was about 4), Alice and Ted doubled down on dis-ownership, but told her she should have
stayed married to my dad. To them,
anything was better than gay. Even a
Jewish hippie.
Three years ago, my moms made

the decision to move Alice here to
Seattle. She lives in a nursing facility nearby and is in the later stages
of dementia. This means she doesn’t
remember remember why no one
wants her to live with them, and certainly doesn’t connect the irony that the
daughter she renounced for 39 years,
and the partner she ignored, are now
the ones who now ensure she’s being
cared for. In November of this pandemic year, Alice will turn 95, just days after

I turn 40.
These, as well as other important
life events will pass by without much
fanfare while we’re all isolated. Ollie’s
2nd birthday this past March marked
the second full week of pandemonium.
We hosted a little party on Zoom for
friends and family, but it was perhaps
just a bit early in the new normal for it
to be much fun (ie: sweet, but not exactly worth everyone’s bandwidth).
In April, my husband and I cel-
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ebrated his 39th birthday with drinks on the
quarantine. It could be awhile
porch. In June, my mothers quietly acknowlbefore he teeter totters with
edged their 36th anniversary as a couple. In
someone his own size. But
early August, they celebrated seven years of
he is having the best possiofficial Supreme Court sanctioned Marriage
ble experience with the best
with a happy hour burger and beer. (Fun fact:
possible care. He may grow
the District Court Official who presided over
up to be a lesbian or a guncle
their wedding is named Mary Yu.)
(so far he’s got all the zazz of
As far as I can tell, Ollie didn’t notice the
a retired social worker), but if I
passing of any of these events, for which I’m
do get to be a grandmother, I
grateful. Instead, he gets to go to Grandma’s
hope I am just like his. t
house full time. Every day is an event. Every
Sieglinde Levery-Nichomoment is met with wholehearted enthusiasm
las is Director of Development
for every flipping step he takes, with all the joy
& Communications at Puget
and encouragement in the world, and with the
Sound Community School in
added benefits necessary to help us raise a
Seattle, Washington. Although
feminist, an activist, a kid who will be safe to be
she was born and raised in the
a boy or a girl or a they or a +. Ollie’s Nana may
city by her moms, dad (now
have had disinterested, unaccepting parents.
deceased), and their chosen
Ombi certainly had a complicated relationship
family, Sieglinde spent her
with hers. Grammie’s parents are another sto20s and early 30s in New
ry in of themselves. But each of them are so Left to right, Nana, Ollie, and Ombi. England. She considers hermuch more fully realized than the TV grandmas
self bi-coastal and—when not
I coveted in my childhood. The caretaking they offer Ollie at amidst a global pandemic—takes Drew and Ollie back to
this point in his life—at this point in the pandemic timeline— visit often. Sieglinde currently spends a massive amount
makes me less anxious about the experiences he doesn’t of daytime coloring, squidging play dough, and jumping in
know he’s not having.
puddles.
Ollie will likely have to celebrate his 3rd birthday in
Photos courtesy of Sieglinde Levery-Nicholas
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By Jiana Eisenberg
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I

was adopted at age 16 months
by two loving women. Growing
up I didn’t realize there would be any issues about it. When I started elementary
school people in my class started asking
where my dad was. The more I was asked
about having a dad, the more I thought
about what it would be like to have a dad,
but I didn’t know what it would be like,
I could only imagine it, which isn’t the
same. It wasn’t just the kids in my class
that questioned me having my two moms
for parents there was also a school security guard at the entrance of the school
who did not believe they were my parents. My moms told me that when I was
in elementary school a classmate asked
why I had two moms and I replied, “Because I wanted it that way.” I love that I
gave that answer.
Looking back I really hate that I had
to explain my family to people, there are
all kinds of different families, why does it
matter to other people? I am Asian and
I also found it annoying when people
looked at my moms—I have one white
mom and one Asian mom—and assumed
my biological mother was my Asian mom
and my white mom was a different family
member.
For Mother’s Day when I would shop
and ask for two gifts instead of one, people would ask me why am I getting two
presents, and didn’t understand when I
said I had two moms.
When I was thirteen my family went
on a vacation. I met another girl around

The author, Jiana Eisenberg
(middle) with her parents Susan (left)
and Angeline in 1998.
my age at the hotel we were staying at
that didn’t understand same sex marriage
so I was nervous talking about it with her.
Actually I just assumed she wouldn’t understand about same sex marriage because not many people have understood
or accepted it in the past and I didn’t want
to deal with that again. When she asked
about my parents, I just said one of my
moms was my grandma, which I felt really
bad about after it came out of my mouth.
But I have gotten judged and questioned
about it so much before in the past that I
didn’t want to deal with that again during
our vacation.
When I entered high school, I liked
to talk to people and get to know them
first before saying to them I have two
moms. I don’t feel ashamed of having two
moms even though I have gotten negativity about it in the past, I’m just tired of
explaining it to ignorant people that don’t
understand or like it. There were two
people in my high school class that also
had same gender parents, it was nice
talking with them about our similar family structure. One of the students in my
class had two dads, and another student
in my class had two moms. They had talked about being judged in the past, which
made me feel comfortable talking to them
about having same gender parents.
There was a time I was in the emer-
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gency room and a doctor with paperwork came in and asked
who my “real mom” was. My moms were both there and we all
said they were both my legal moms, and the doctor said neither
of them could sign my paperwork because they weren’t my biological mother, which I thought was stupid. My moms and I continued to tell the doctors that my moms were my legal parents
but they didn’t seem to understand.
Explaining my two moms has been tiring. There have been
times when I wondered what it would be like to have a dad, but I
wouldn’t want a dad instead of two moms. I have thought, what
if I had two moms and a dad, what could that be like? But I’ve
never wanted a mom and a dad instead of two moms. I have two
moms because that is what I was blessed with and I wouldn’t
change that for anything. t
Jiana Eisenberg was raised by her two moms in New York
City. She is currently working on a series of interviews with young
adults raised by LGBTQ parents for Gay Parent Magazine.
Photos courtesy of Jiana Eisenberg
8/10/20 3:25 PM

Christmas Magic
By Christopher Katis

My husband

Kelly and
I agree on
just about everything. We share the same politics. We both enjoy hiking and “reality” TV. We
find the same situations funny. Where we disagree – adamantly so – is about Christmas music. Let me be perfectly clear: whistling “Dashing
Through the Snow” in the 100º heat of July is
completely unacceptable to me, but he does it
anyway.
He claims he doesn’t listen to Christmas
music too early, but I have proof of the contrary.
According to my records, on November 8th of
last year, we got in the car, started it up, and
I was accosted by the sounds of “Here Comes
Santa Claus”. November 8th, people! That’s
a mere week after Halloween, and a full three
weeks before Thanksgiving! Bah! Humbug!
In spite of my aversion to holiday tunes too
Left to right, the author Christopher Katis, with sons, Niko and Gus,
early in the season, I actually love Christmas;
and husband Kelly Huntington. This is an early family photo.
probably because so many of my happy childme everywhere for weeks. Or a few years later when I got
hood memories are associated with it. Many of
those memories are tied to presents, of course. Like when I my first pair of skis, and got to hit the slopes with my older
was five, and I received a toy doctor’s bag that I carried with brothers. Then there was the year my parents pranked us

www.thinkglobalschool.org

November-December 2020 Issue #133 www.gayparentmag.com

49

Inspiring excellence, intrinsic motivation, and
responsibility through innovation in learning.

Lower School

Montessori Method
12 months - Grade 5

Middle & Upper School
Project-Based Learning
Grades 6-12

Now Enrolling
for Fall 2020
Please visit our website
for school opening plans.

A forest of more than a dozen Christmas trees and one
hundred nutcrackers decorate their home.

barrie.org

admission@barrie.org
301.576.2800
www.barrie.org

www.thelangschool.org

50 www.gayparentmag.com November-December 2020 Issue #133

kids – we opened a box that we were certain contained a
VCR, only to find three Duraflame logs instead. (The VCR
was in the other room.)
Plus, Christmas is also my Name Day – a fun Greek
Orthodox tradition. To mark that special occasion my sweet
aunts would get me a little something extra, a World Almanac. That meant after everyone else was done opening presents, I had one more to unwrap. You could safely say that I
was a little spoiled.
But there are other memories not linked to presents
that made my childhood Christmases special for me, they
all revolve around time with my family. On Christmas Eve
our house was crammed full with aunts, uncles, cousins and
friends. My mom spent days cooking a Greek feast, complete with diabetic-inducing pastries boiled in honey! And
there was always an extra place at the table for anyone who
didn’t have someplace else to go. For my parents, the holiday
was about family, and they imbued in their kids a very liberal
definition of what family meant. The house shook with laughter well into the night, and the love everyone felt was tangible.
Of course, as adults living 750 miles from our families,
and long before our sons came along, Kelly and I created
our own Christmas traditions. On Christmas Eve we would
choose a quiet restaurant for dinner, then meet friends to
see the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus sing their holiday
show. It usually ended with just enough time for us to get from
the Castro Theater to Grace Cathedral Episcopal Church in
Nob Hill, where they were celebrating Midnight Mass. Once
Christmas was officially declared, we’d head across the street
to marvel at the amazing tree in the lobby of the Fairmont Hotel, and then find a little dessert at some all-night joint.
Kid free, we’d stumble into bed in the wee hours of the
morning, and wake up whenever we wanted.
It was fun. It was a celebration for a family of friends,
some of whom had been disowned by their biological families when they came out as gay men. But there was something missing for Kelly and me – the magic we knew from our
childhoods. Re-creating that feeling for someone else was a
significant part of the dream of fatherhood.
When our oldest son Gus joined our family, that magic
returned in full force. It didn’t matter that he was an infant with
continued on page 52
no idea what Christmas was, it was

Celebrating 50 years
and thousands of
alumni success stories

Since 1970, Benchmark School has been
transforming the lives of students with learning
differences. Of our thousands of alumni, 98%
have attended higher education, including the
most prestigious universities and colleges in the
nation. Schedule a personal tour and discover
how you can empower your child’s future.

Transforming Futures Since 1970
2107 N. Providence Road Media, PA 610.565.3741 benchmarkschool.org
www.stalbansschool.org/admissions

www.benchmarkschool.org

M AY BE C K
HIGH SCHOOL

Be Curious. Be Inspired. Be Yourself.

Now accepting applications
for Fall 2021
www.maybeckhs.org
Berkeley, CA

newroads.org
www.newroads.org

(510) 841-8489
www.maybeckhs.org
November-December 2020 Issue #133 www.gayparentmag.com

51

Christmas Magic continued from page 50

Tomorrow’s Leaders Grow in Tandem.
Spring 2019

Tandem Friends School
is where curious, creative
students become engaged,
inspired, purposeful people.
Ready to join them — and
to change the world?

Be Yourself.
Grow in Tandem.

tandemfs.org GRADES 5-12 Call Today! 434.951.9314
www.tandemfs.org
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just so much fun to be together as a little family. Every bow,
from every gift, ended up on Gus’s head. With each bow, Kelly
and I laughed harder. Our younger son Niko only amplified that
Christmas spirit, and the magic that surrounds it.
For our first holiday back in Utah, the boys received a pair
of guinea pigs from my sister and us. They named them Tom
and Jerry. A couple of months later, Jerry ended up giving birth
to three pups. It was a Christmas miracle!
Then there’s the video of the boys decorating the Christmas tree. When asked whose birthday we would be celebrating, in unison they shouted, “Santa’s!” Then after a second of
reflection, Gus yelled, “No, wait! Papou’s!” (Grandpa’s) To be
fair, my dad’s birthday was in December.
Since they were toddlers, there’s one gift that we’ve given
the boys every single year: a couple of Barbie doll knockoffs.
Man, when they’d open those dolls, they’d get so angry they’d
throw them down in disgust. That, of course, only made their
dads laugh louder. Eventually, we had to wrap them in different
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Baby Gus with bows on his head.
boxes so they wouldn’t recognize the
packaging.
Now days the “girls” get added to
the boys’ stockings, and on Christmas
morning elicit a very unamused, “Very
funny,” as they’re tossed to the side.
The dolls still crack the dads up.
What I love most about Christmas
in our family is that it’s only gotten crazier – in a good way – as the years
have gone by. We like to joke some
people decorate their homes for Christmas; with Kelly in charge, at our place,
Christmas explodes. More than a dozen trees forest our living room (most of
which were saved from the dumpster
when he worked at Goodwill), while
more than one hundred nutcrackers
keep guard. When they were younger,
the boys reveled in the holiday chaos,
dragging their friends over to soak it all
in.
It’s these types of memories – too
many trees, unwanted dolls – that I
hope the boys will share with their own
kids one day. It’s this kind of magic that
I hope they’ll want to rekindle when
they’re adults.
There’s another reason I still love
Christmas, it gives me a chance to reflect on the year that is ending and consider the possibilities for the year that is
about to start. And let’s face it, after all
the craziness in 2020, who’s not ready
for a new year?
If I’m being totally honest, when I
was a kid, I figured by the time 2021
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rolled around, we’d be living on the
moon and zipping around in flying cars.
Never in my wildest dreams would I
ever have imagined we’d be making a
political statement simply by wearing a
face mask during a worldwide pandemic.
I don’t want anyone to think I’m
being political, because that’s not my
intention. My hope for the new year is
simple: a return to common decency. I
hope it’s similar to what a lot of other
people are hoping for, as well.
For dozens of years I protested,
demanded and publicly shamed politicians and corporations to try to force
them to pass laws and policies that
would end discrimination against gay
and lesbian people. Yes, my activism
was self-serving, I wanted a better future for myself.
Then, almost 18 years ago, I held
a baby in my arms for the first time. A
baby whom we would name after my
father in the Greek tradition. And in that
split second, I knew it was no longer
about me. Those feelings of wanting
something even greater for someone
other than myself grew exponentially
when I held his little brother for the first
time.
With all my might, I’m wishing that
on New Year’s Eve when that ball drops
in Time Square, it will usher in the return to common decency which will in
turn lead to the acceptance of all people, the celebration of our diversity, and
a renaissance of all that’s good about
America.
So, am I naïve? Probably. But
I cannot think of a better wish for the
new year than to plant the seeds of a
better world for my kids. It’s the only
Christmas present I want. It’s the kind
of Christmas magic I’ve come to expect. t
Christopher Katis has spent his career in public relations and corporate
communications. For the past 10 years
he has penned the award-winning column Who’s Your Daddy, which appears
monthly in QSaltLake. He lives in Murray, Utah with his husband of 31 years,
Kelly Huntington, and their teenage
sons, Gus and Niko.
Photos courtesy of Christopher Katis

Gay Dad’s Top 3 Tips for New Parents!
By Erik Alexander

arenthood itself is the wildest ride you
P
could ever imagine. For some, the process to even become parents is just as crazy. My

husband and I adopted all three of our children
and brought them home from the hospital. Our
oldest was premature and needed to stay in the
NICU until she was about a month old.
The journey to become parents can be
brutal. Trying to learn the ropes in a few months
can cause anyone to freak out. Add to that all
of the paperwork, home studies, certifications,
background checks on top of getting the baby’s
nursery created is just about maddening.
If this is you right now, Stop. Take a breath.
No, no. Take a deep, solid breath. And- exhale.
I am here today to tell you 3 of my most important things that I WISH someone would have
told me when we first became parents. You will
be ok. Trust me.
Keep in mind that realistically there are
many more but to make it simple, I plucked my
Top 3 to hopefully guide you and your spouse to
a much more tranquil and optimistic place.

Don’t Fall Prey!
In the beginning, it is like you have
taken 15 shots of espresso and you are
bursting with adrenaline. You are reading
every baby helpers manual you can get
your hands on.
One thing you need to keep in mind
is every single baby is different. I know
you have heard that time and time again,
but the truth of it is regardless of how
many books you read, every baby will
develop a little differently. Some quicker
than others.
Though books are great, do not get The author, Erik Alexander feeding his baby Shane
(6 months) and flanked by his other
tunnel vision because of them. Think outchildren Alli Mae, 4, (left) and Ella, 3.5.
side the paperback! You are also choosing
every item Under the sun to put in your
When carefully selecting things for your
baby’s nursery. If you are anything like me, you baby’s nursery remember this is a BILLION
find yourself daydreaming of just how your new DOLLAR INDUSTRY you are about to walk into.
days and nights would be spent and just how it There are products made today that absolutely
would play out and solve each problem as they blow my mind; for good and bad! You will find
arise. All of this is super sweet. And very much the most stupid products ever made in one hand
realistic.
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but then in the other, the coolest and best time
saving products in the other.
When our first daughter was born, we fell
prey to one in particular. You absolutely DO NOT
need a baby wipe warmer. All you are doing is
spoiling your baby to freak out and scream when
you are away from the house. Seriously! Not to
mention they require too many stupid reminders
in your phone to keep up with. Don’t buy it! Don’t
Fall Prey!
When planning, think about the most sensible, practical and logical products you can find
which will make your life easier; bottom line.

There are also things that will surprise you even
when you both thought you may be wasting your
money. For example, the automatic formula
makers. This, my friends, is a game changer!
Our third child is 6 months old and I do not understand how we didn’t have this thing sooner. It
is amazing! For $200 you cannot beat the ‘Baby
Brezza’. (And no, I did not get paid for name
dropping.) I am just speaking from my heart. Although I say Don’t Fall Prey, also be willing to
experiment. But ALWAYS, and I mean ALWAYS,
read tons and tons of reviews. Ask your friends
if they have used the product and get their opin-

WHAT DOES
THE FUTURE
OF INDEPENDENT
K–12 EDUCATION
LOOK LIKE?
It’s a curriculum based on best practices from around the globe, one that is
firmly rooted in the liberal arts and sciences with courses in Mandarin, logic,
engineering, performing arts, and more. It’s a focus of resources on what
truly matters to promote student satisfaction and academic performance.
It’s where passionate teachers with proven subject matter expertise and
caring professionals who understand developing minds inspire students to
perform at the highest international levels.
The future is BASIS Independent Schools.

Brooklyn PreK–12 | Manhattan PreK–12

Visit basisindependent.com/future to learn more.
www.basisindependent.com/future
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ions as well. Trust me.
Draw Your Boundaries
Speaking of opinions, always remember
that everyone will have one. Just as you and
your spouse are bursting with excitement over
your new baby, so is every person in your family.
With that being said, you will find some who are
VERY eager to help and give advice in the beginning. And believe me! You will need it!
I am here to tell you, if you are lucky
enough to have family in your life who are tossing out their opinions left and right, accept the
help! Remember, their advice is usually coming
from a place of love.
Trust me, In the beginning you will need all
the help you can get.
Later on, as you gain your confidence
and balance, and begin to learn your newfound
rhythm with this new parenting life along with
juggling all of the daily tasks this new life brings,
you may find that the once welcomed parenting
advice from some family members start to become ‘overstepping’ boundaries.
When this happens, take a deep breath.
Drawing your family’s boundaries in the beginning is probably the most important thing you
can do aside from keeping your immediate family
healthy. In a way, this is also keeping you healthy
as well, just mentally instead of physically.
I am not going to sugar coat it. This can be
very controversial. It may ruffle some feathers.
Feelings may get hurt. Some will even get mad.
Some may stay mad. In a way, understandably
so. After all, most are coming from loving places
in their hearts. It’s all in how you package your
words. If you are respectful and you keep the
other’s feelings in mind, then they should have
an obligation to do the same. After all, if you aren’t being respected in the beginning then this
will definitely become a problem later on down
the road.
Unfortunately, some may not see how they
are personally overstepping your boundaries. By
showing them examples in the beginning and
pointing out where it makes you feel uncomfortable, it will help and it is absolutely crucial.
Communicating your feelings is a must. If you
choose not to open this dialogue, they most likely will continue to overstep and it could grow into
judgement and resentment amongst both parties. Remember to Draw Your Boundaries. Be
respectful and have good communication and
you will be fine, and if it takes a while to iron out
the kinks, then so be it. Do not give in until you
feel in your heart your point is made. Period.
continued on page 58
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Gay Dad's Top 3 Tips for New Parents
continued from page 56
Savor EVERY Second!
When your baby does arrive you will quickly be thrust into a brand new way of life. Everything you did before will seem like light years
away after a few months.
I used to religiously watch ‘The Price is
Right’ every single morning. It was my jam. Who
am I kidding. It will ALWAYS be my jam. That
was my hour to sit and get transported. Today, I
absolutely laugh at myself. I barely have enough
time to drink my espresso or go to the bathroom,
much less sip on a mug of coffee for an hour.
But believe you me, ‘TPIR’ will always remain
my favorite game show and the many years and
countless hours we spent together will always
remain in my heart.
Today, my babies complete my soul. The
good, the bad and the disgusting all sit front and
center in my mind to allow me to see just how
quickly time passes. There are poop explosions,
bedtime stories, nuclear meltdowns, cuddles,
and even quarantining together with two toddlers
and a newborn.
It all changes so fast and before you know
it, the page turned and you have moved onto the

next memory. The days seem
long at times, but trust me my
friends, the years are incredibly
short. Just remember that cliche,
“This too, shall pass.”
Sadly, even the things you
don’t want to pass most certainly
will. Those little voices and those
chubby cheeks will grow into the
kids who will change the world.
And we will help make it happen.
So, If you take any piece of advice I have offered in this piece,
take this. Savor EVERY Second.
t
Erik Alexander is a lifestyle writer, blogger, and children’s book author whose focus
The Alexander family, left to right, Alli Mae, Erik's
is LGBTQ families. He is also a
husband Douglas, Ella, and Erik holding Shane.
regular contributor for Gayswithkids.com, a website that helps
my mission to broaden the one sided view of the
gay dads navigate fatherhood. Erik met his hus- stereotypical American family. We too, are living
band, Douglas in 2006 and have been together the American dream. We are the new normal.”
for 14 years and married for 5. He is also a stay- Check out his blog at nolapapa.com and follow
at-home ‘papa’ to 3 beautiful children in New his family’s journey via Instagram, Facebook,
Orleans, Louisiana. He created his blog Nola- and YouTube. This article was previously pubpapa.com to help give other aspiring parents lished in Lovewhatmatters.com and Gayswithin the LGBTQ community hope and insight on kids.com. Photos courtesy of Erik Alexander.
parenting and personal growth. Says Erik, “It is
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A Papa’s Promise
By Erik Alexander

he recent events which transpired in our country over the racial
T
injustices and oppression towards African Americans breaks my
heart. I have been searching for ways to open the crucial dialogue with
my girls.
This hits close to home for my family in particular because not only
are we two dads raising a family, but we have 3, multiracial children. Our
oldest daughter is half Guatemalan and half Caucasian. Our youngest
is Honduran, and our middle child is African American. My heart hurts
to see the prejudiced environment my middle child may be especially
exposed to as she gets older. I want her to feel as comfortable in her own
skin as any white, privileged person is. Though I know it is a difficult goal,
my husband and I will do everything in our power to allow her to feel that
way every day of her life.
I know racism is a learned behavior. Harboring hate in your heart
is terrible, but teaching it to your children is abuse. It cripples the entire
human race, and it deteriorates the world.
Growing up in south Mississippi, I was able to easily see how my
own father was the most racist and hateful person I had ever met. Lucky
enough for me, my mother divorced him when I was a little boy. Unfortunately, I was already exposed to so much damage from his disgusting
hatred. He abused my mom, me, and so many others I can remember.
There is no telling how many people he has intentionally tried to destroy.
continued on page 62
I endured mental and psychological

Holding the sign is the author Erik Alexander. He is with his husband Douglas and their child Ella is on Douglas' shoulders.
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A Papa's Promise continued from page 60
abuse which stemmed from his temper. I remember how I would feel so defeated as he
screamed at me trying to teach me how to ‘tell
time’ on my new ‘Transformers’ watch when I
was just 6 years old. I still remember that as
clear as day. I knew I was never going to be
that kind of father.
As I got older he would call me sissy, mama’s boy and queer. That was bad enough, but
the things I can recall him saying towards black
Americans was just as bad if not worse.
And then, there is the most gut wrenching
reason. He has always been an alcoholic and
a drug addict. And because of his selfish addictions, I lost my 17 year old brother.
I would also see how he treated his spouses and I knew I would never lay a hand on my
partners. Despite being gay, I knew in those
early years I would always treat my partner
with dignity and respect. There are things I will
unfortunately, never forget. Those early memories taught me the most important lessons of
all. They showed me how to NOT live my life.
Rather than having my father teach me the
RIGHT things to do in the world, I watched him
and tried to do the opposite.
As I grew into a teen I figured out one per-

www.queenscouplestherapy.com

son can change
the world. One
smile, one open
mind, one kind
heart. Love can
and WILL win
in the end. The
question
is,
when?
Well,
it
starts
today.
With you, and
me.
This morning was a huge
moment for my
girls. I finally
found the way
to naturally and
comfortably
talk about the
beauty of our
country
and
what makes it
so great.
Back when
I was a little
boy, there was
a movie I loved
so much. I remember having
the stuffed animal and taking his hat off so I could wear it just like him.
I would sing the songs as loud then as we did
this morning. However, I didn't realize how
deep this movie actually was until I watched
it again. Friends, if there was one movie you
NEED to introduce to your kids right now, it is
"An American Tail.” Anyone who knows me or
even knows OF me, knows I wear my hat almost all of the time. I owe it to this movie! I sang
one of the songs from this movie to my babies
their entire lives. Most importantly, it helps my
girls to see what made our country so great.
They were able to see how all over the
world people admire America. People come
here to escape their own countries when they
are being killed and tortured. In America, we
have the freedom to speak out when we see
things that aren't right. In America, we join together for causes. As one, we hold rallies and
protests when we see unfair practices and injustices wherever they may be. In America, we
do not back down in the face of fear or intimidation. That is what makes our country so beautiful. It always has been, we just lost sight of it.
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Top photo, the Alexander family, left to
right, Ella, Douglas, Alli Mae, Erik, and
Shane. Bottom photo, left to right, Alli Mae,
Shane, and Ella. On the opposite page, the
Alexander family with matching masks.
America has always been great. And do not let
anyone tell you it isn’t.
Our oldest little girl looked at me during
the movie and asked what a “wawwy” was. I

knew exactly what she meant. She repeated it
exactly as she heard it in the film. I asked her,
A rally? And she nodded. I said, ‘Well baby, A
rally is like a protest. That is where a group of
people come together for the same reason, to
demand change.”
“In America, we are allowed to do that.
And because of those freedoms, we are able
to see the change begin which makes people
happy again.” (I tried to simplify it because she
is only 4!) Then, she looked at me as that same
iconic song came on, and I quietly lost it. I cried
as she looked on with a big smile. In that moment, she knew the song she had always heard
me sing was from this very movie, and she understood why it was so powerful.
If none of that works for your family, you
can always bring out the 'GIANT MOUSE OF
MINSK,' filled with fireworks and fury! Okay,
maybe not the last part... but I couldn't help but
wonder if there was strategic symbolism placed
there. Riots and chaos unleashed when there
is no other alternative? I don't know. What I do
know, today, in this moment... is how I was able
to introduce some heavy dialogue to my babies
this morning and it was all thanks to this movie.
Parents, go watch "An American Tail" right
now with your babies. You'll thank me later.
What can I do to help her in the future? I will
always pay attention in public. I never know
when some hateful person will crawl out of a
dark corner of the world. I will shield her from

the barrage of ignorance when I am in
control. What I fear
most is when my
little ‘mocha drop’
goes out into the
world alone.
Daddy
and
Papa won’t be there
for every tough
moment. But what
WILL be there is the
confidence and the
intelligence to know
she is bigger and
stronger than any
person who tries to
tear her down because of her differences. We are all
different. It is what
makes us all so
uniquely beautiful. If
some people cannot
see that then we will
smile and move on
and not look back.
I am so blessed to be living in the time that
I am. As scary as some moments are, those
situations mold our characters to become the
resilient humans we are destined to be.
I am the father I am because of the sad
and unfortunate circumstances I faced when I
was a boy. I am the man I am today so I can
raise my babies to be the adults they will grow
into tomorrow. t
Erik Alexander is a lifestyle writer, blogger, and children’s book author whose focus
is LGBTQ families. He is also a regular contributor for Gayswithkids.com, a website that
helps gay dads navigate fatherhood. Erik met
his husband, Douglas in 2006 and have been
together for 14 years and married for 5. He is
also a stay-at-home ‘papa’ to 3 beautiful children in New Orleans, Louisiana. He created his
blog Nolapapa.com to help give other aspiring
parents in the LGBTQ community hope and insight on parenting and personal growth. Says
Erik, “It is my mission to broaden the one sided
view of the stereotypical American family. We
too, are living the American dream. We are the
new normal.” Check out his blog at nolapapa.
com and follow his family’s journey via Instagram, Facebook, and YouTube. This article
was previously published in Lovewhatmatters.
com and Gayswithkids.com. Photos courtesy
of Erik Alexander.
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The Saint Yves Law Firm - page 47
University Reproductive Associates - page 27
Yale Medicine Fertility Center - page 16
Camp for Children
Camp Clio - page 25
Independent Schools / Preschools / College
See Directory starting on page 20
Legal Services
Judith A. Hoechst, Esq. Reproductive Law
& Family Formation Legal Services - page 54
The Saint Yves Law Firm - page 47
Online Shopping Mall
NewDealsOnline.com - page 53
Psychotherapy
Susan Eisenberg, LCSW - page 62
Support Group / Events
Rainbow Families - page 4
t
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Wishing you the
joy of family, the gift
of friends, and love
& peace for all in 2021!
H A P P Y

H O L I DAY S

F R O M

G AY

PA R E N T

M A G A Z I N E
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