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Keeping the progress in progressive education. Two-Year-Olds – 8th Grade 

146 West 13th Street, New York, NY 10011 Tel: 212.242.7802

City and Country School

Open House: Thursday, November 17, 6:00 - 8:00pm

www.cityandcountry.org

How a child learns to learn will 
impact his or her life forever.

YOUR
PATH TO
PARENTHOOD
For every hopeful parent, the path 
to building a family is different. We 
understand. As a recognized leader in 
LGBT Healthcare Equality by the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) Foundation, 
we're proud to offer safe and effective 
third party reproduction options for all.

RMANJ is conveniently located with easy 
access to major NYC airports—to meet 
the specialized needs of LGBT patients
in New Jersey, New York and around
the world.

Start on your path today. Call our personal 
patient liaisons with your questions at 973-656-2089.

www.rmanj.com/contact-us   |   973-656-2089   |   
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A 14-YEAR PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION

Preparing tomorrow’s 
thinkers and leaders today.

Little Red School House & Elisabeth Irwin High School
272 Sixth Avenue  |  40 Charlton Street  |  New York, NY 10014  |  212-477-5316 

An LREI education is:
•  Active and interdisciplinary
•  Inquiry-based and globally focused
•  Dedicated to the whole child
• Committed to social justice

VISIT LREI.ORG TO LEARN MORE.

Preschool State License Numbers: 073402482, 013417816, 013420588, 434404890, 434408056, 434407977, 434404336, 434406722, 434408877,  
384001837, 434410807, 434410816, 073406680, 013420939, 414004014, 434413440.  © 2016 Stratford Schools, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

The curiosity to reach. 
The courage to grasp.TM

 Ready. Set. Enroll.
Learn how a Stratford education prepares your child  

to be a creative problem-solver, innovator, and leader!

Accrediting Commission
for

Schools
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Join us for a Tour
Our fun, STEAM-infused curriculum (science,  
technology, engineering, art, and math) is enhanced  
with music, foreign language, and physical education. 
Stratford School is the perfect balance…where tradition 
meets 21st century learning.TM

Schedule a tour today!
StratfordSchools.com/tours

@Stratford
Summer

  

OPEN 
HOUSE

January 28, 2017
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Supporting Our Families in 2017            by Angeline Acain, GPM Publisher/Editor

At the time of this writing, the presidential elec-
tion is right around the corner. The LGBT com-

munity has received more laws for equal treatment 
and respect from the current administration than the 
previous administrations. One has to wonder if the 

next administration will continue with the gains made 
for the LGBT community? Whatever the outcome, 
Gay Parent Magazine (GPM) will continue to support 
LGBT families in the coming years as it has for the 
last eighteen.

Gay Parent Magazine & Japan
The first book in Japan on the subject of LGBT 
parent ing was published earlier this year. Compiled 
and written by Asahi Shimbun reporter Mariko Sugi-
yama, the book is titled Same sex couples and their 

children: The American Gayby boom. The 
book features 20 fam ilies that were formed 
through foster care and adoption or artificial 
in semination. Also featured is information on 
changes in public opinion since the rise of the 
"gayby boom"; the current state of same sex 
parenting in Japan, and the future of uncon-
ventional families. Gay Parent Magazine is 
featured in Sugiyama's pioneering book. 

For the third year, the group, LGBT 
Youth Japan, met with Gay Parent Magazine 
in March (see photo on left). The group is a 
Tokyo based organization educating Japa-
nese youth about the LGBT support systems 
employed by other countries. Their goal is 

to help guide Japan towards becoming a society 
whose members embrace diversity and "can accept 
and love each other for who they really are inside." 
The group was in New York City on a I0-day study 
tour meeting with a variety of LGBT organizations 

and businesses and included Gay Parent Magazine 
in their itinerary. 

In closing, we at GPM would like to thank ev-
eryone keeping this magazine energized: our won-
derful readers and subscribers, distribution points, 
editorial contributors, collaborators, social media 
followers, awesome advertisers and the fabulous 
families that share their stories on our pages. A hats 
off to our team: Vivian, Todd, Kate, David, Linda, 
Ben, Brett, and Wesley. Also to our regular editorial 
contributors: Gary, Mark, Lyndsey, and Beverly. Viv-
ian created the below artwork for our holiday card 
last year (see more cards she created on our blog at 
http://blog.gayparentmag.com). We wish everyone a 
fabulous and peaceful holiday season and look for-
ward to the start of our 19th year in 2017. ▼

Artwork by Vivian Schepis
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Your family will feel at home here.
ages 18 months to 14 years

Susan Swift, Head of School
51 Bates Street  Northampton, MA 01060

413-586-4538
www.northamptonmontessori.org

OPEN HOUSE
Sat., Jan. 21 • 10:30 AM-noon

(snow date January 28)

open house
Saturday, November 5, 2016, 1 :30 – 4 pm

 A school should provide:
 An excellent education, a caring, 
 child-centered community, and a 
 commitment to inclusivity.

Does your school do this?
 Ours does.
Cambridge Friends School

5 Cadbury Road, Cambridge, MA 02140
www.cfsmass.org n 617.354.3880

rsvp to cfsadmission@cfsmass.org

A Quaker Preschool-8th Grade
Quakertown, PA

www.UnitedFriendsSchool.org

The evidence is now conclusive. Beginning language  

immersion in children as young as two actually helps the 

brain develop in ways that amplify lifelong learning, in a wide 

range of subjects. So learning Spanish at age three may 

help a student learn biochemistry at age 23. That’s why 

Avenues consistently pioneers the most effective immersion 

techniques, with the largest number of Spanish and Chinese 

speaking teachers in New York. From nursery through fifth 

grade, Avenues students spend 50% of their time learning  

in English and 50% in either Spanish or Chinese. So our 

graduates will think like true global citizens—in whatever 

languages they choose.

HOW LEARNING A SECOND LANGUAGE
HELPS CHILDREN DO BETTER

IN THEIR FIRST.

To learn more about Avenues, attend a parent information event.  

They’re scheduled on November 3, November 16, and December 1. Sign up at www.avenues.org/nyc.

WWW.AVENUES.ORG

GayParents_Lang.indd   1 9/28/16   11:23 AM

EMAIL & SOCIAL MEDIA

Kalamazoo Public Library 
MORE request! We re-

cently got a large box of your 
magazines to disburse to our 
patrons at our 315 South Rose 
Street location. It is flying off 
the shelves in our library! 

Our library has over one 
million patrons walking through 
our doors per year. We gladly 
put them out for our patrons to 
take. Thank you.
Samara Woolfolk
Marketing and 
Communications
Kalamazoo Public Library

Family photo share from Erick Michael
HAPPY NATIONAL COMING OuT DAY!!!!
Lorina Beanz Gisele continued on page 8
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Packer is a diverse community 
that balances the value of 
scholarship and the intellect with 
the importance of meaningful and 
sustained relationships. Students 
are educated to think deeply, 
speak confidently, and act with 
purpose and heart. 

To learn more about Packer’s  
Pre-K through 12th Grade program 
at our landmarked campus in 
Brooklyn Heights, please visit  
www.packer.edu/admissions or 
call (718) 250-0254.

170 Joralemon Street Brooklyn NY 11201

Confidence
Delivered

800-338-8407 | www.fairfaxcryobank.com | Fairfax, VA   Austin, TX   Houston, TX   Philadelphia, PA   St. Paul, MN

YOUR SEARCH FOR THE 
PERFECT SPERM DONOR 
JUST GOT EASIER: 
Use coupon code GayParent50 
for $50 off any of our online 
products including donor 
semen.

NO SPERM BANK DOES MORE TESTING
With the highest standards for semen quality, donor 
health and testing; less than 1% of applicants 
become Fairfax Cryobank sperm donors.

FACEMATCH™
Fairfax Cryobank’s exclusive free online service 
where you upload a photo and we list the donors 
that most resemble that photo. Used nearly 
100,000 times since its inception, it is one of 
the most popular services offered.

www.fairfaxcryobank.com 

We love hearing from you. Send us your photos and comments by email at gayparentmag@gmail.com or through face-
book/gay.parent.magazine.com. ▼

EMAIL & SOCIAL MEDIA CONTINUED

My brother, his husband and their daughter.
Robert John Childs

Mommy Chrissy
Momma Becca
Eden 10/24/11
Iris 5/21/14
Rebecca Babinec Juliani
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Happy students have a
favorite subject—

All of ThemAll of ThemAll of Them

friends-select.org

718-372-3003
info@yougottabelieve.org

yougottabelieve.org

Older Youth
Adoption
Changes Lives

It’s NEVER Too Late for Family

Contact us at www.eb.org
510-549-3867

Preschool-8th Grade
EB educates children to be:

fully bilingual
academically well-prepared
globally aware
technologically fluent

• 
     • 
     • 
     • 
     • compassionate and ethical

Discover the World at EB

Kindergarten through 8th Grade

Independent  |  Coeducational  |  All Faiths

 

           

 

1047 Amsterdam Avenue

New York, NY 10025

212.316.7500

cathedralnyc.org

The setting feels magical. 

Thirteen acres — trees, lawns, 

sculptures, playgrounds, even 

peacocks. A soaring Gothic 

cathedral. Inspiring speakers, 

stunning performances,  

the ongoing work of urban 

community building. 

And, weaving in and through 

this campus, Cathedral 

students. Filled with natural 

wonder and curiosity.  

Growing into thoughtful 

scholars, empathetic leaders, 

and confident creators.

A Cathedral education 

cultivates a well-rounded 

person with a resilient mind. 

Grounded in knowledge, 

articulate, ethical, delighted  

to learn, and willing to lean in, 

to step up, and to invent.

These are the years that  

count. These are the years  

for Cathedral.

Cathedral_GayParent_ad.indd   1 8/9/16   10:00 AM

Adoption Resources
So you’re thinking of building your family through adop-

tion. Bad news is we can’t do it legally everywhere 
but the good news is that we have allies who realize gay 
parents can provide stable homes and forever families for 
children who need them. The following are LGBT friendly 
adoption resources; they can assist with your adoption 
journey.

Adopted With Love
Adoption gift boutique

www.adoptedwithlove.com
See their ad on page 42

ART Parenting / 
Meryl Rosenberg Esq.

Second-parent and 
step-parent adoption

See their ad on page 39

The Barker Adoption Foundation
301-664-9664

www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org
See their ad on page 35

Boys & Girls Village
888-922-5528

www.bgvillage.org

See their ad on page 45

Camp Clio
Summer camp for adopted children

212-472-5207
www.campclio.org

See their ad on page 57

Connecticut Adoption Services
860-886-7500 x355
www.ctadoptions.org

See their ad on page 60

Connecticut Department 
of Children and Families

1-800-KID-HERO
www.ctfosteradopt.com
See their ad on page 23

Forever Families 
Through Adoption

914-939-1180
www.foreverfamiliesthroughadoption.

org
See their ad on the back cover

Hands Across the Water 
Adoption & Social Services

734-477-0135
www.hatw.org

See their ad on page 41

Illinois Center for 
Adoption & Permanency

312-346-1516
www.illinoiscap.org

See their ad on page 47
continued on page 12

November 19, 2016 
National Adoption Day

Visit www.nationaladoptionday.org

November is National 
Adoption Month

Visit www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam
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Parents Talk.
Join the conversation about McLean School.

Our son was off the charts smart—
but couldn’t get organized. It was 
a relief to come to a school that 
recognized his intellectual strengths.

The love, attention, and the 
individualized understanding of 
our daughter’s academic needs 
were managed in such a positive 
manner. McLean has changed our 
child’s life, and our family dynamic. 

It is surprising how few public or 
private schools understand how 
to educate a child with learning 
disabilities—yet capable of high 
academic performance. McLean is 
the only school that can provide a 
rigorous, college prep curriculum for 
students with learning challenges!

McLean celebrates differences; 
they don’t walk away from them. 
These kids are the people who 
will think differently and solve 
the world’s problems.

8224 Lochinver Lane  Potomac, Maryland 20854 
mcleanschool.org

K-12 College preparatory school supporting bright  
students’ individual learning styles

Open House
9:00 am   Saturday, November 19
9:00 am   Friday, December 2
9:00 am   Saturday, January 21

RSVP admission@mcleanschool.org
240.395.0698

We put the “person” in personalized education by developing compre-
hensive student learner profiles that guide curriculum design.

Bridges Academy is an independent college pre-
paratory school (Grades 4-12) for gifted students 
who learn differently. Our students are a diverse 
group of bright, curious explorers with a wide 
range of strengths and interests.

Since 1995 we have been meeting the needs of 
complex, neuro-diverse learners. Our innovative 
programs unlock potential and help students 
develop the skills, confidence and resiliency they 
need to become the architects of their own lives.

We promote 21st century skills, provide a broad 
arts and sciences foundation, and create oppor-
tunities for in-depth study and development of 
expertise in interest areas. Our dynamic edu-
cational ecosystem interconnects intellectual, 
academic, creative, and personal growth in a 
vibrant and supportive community. 

We put the “person” in personalized education 
by developing comprehensive student learn-
er profiles that guide curriculum design. As 
Howard Gardner put it,  “The biggest mistake 
of past centuries in teaching has been to treat 
all students as if they were variants of the same 
individual and thus to feel justified in teaching 
them all the same subjects the same way.” 

With creative teachers, like-minded peers, var-
ied pedagogical approaches and engaging learn-
ing experiences, a day in the life of a Bridges 
student is challenging, social, relevant, and fun.
 
Whether exploring bio-mimicry or anthropology, 
exo-politics or music composition, philosophy 
or robotics, Bridges students have abundant 
opportunities to find and develop their passions. 

To learn more about teaching & learning in the 
age of neuro-diversity, visit the 2E Center for 
Research & Professional Development on the 
Bridges Academy campus.Parent Open Houses

February 2—Phoenix Program 
(grades 4-6) at 7:00 p.m.

February 7—M.S. & H.S. 
(grades 7-12) at 7:00 p.m.

Parent Tour:
February 9 at 9:00 a.m.
All grades 

Bridges Academy  
3921 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Studio City, CA 91604
Doug Lenzini, Admissions Director
Doug.Lenzini@bridges.edu
BRIDGES.EDU   (818) 506-1091

Institute of Professional Practice
888-968-4489 x 134

www.ippi.org
See their ad on page 52

Klingberg Family Center
860-832-5536

www.klingberg.com
See their ad on page 44

Michael S. Goldstein, Esq.
914-939-1111 / 212-579-3181

www.adoptgold.com
See their ad on the back cover

MLJ Adoptions
317-875-0058

www.mljadoptions.org
See their ad on page 26

Murdoch, Hughes & Twarog 
Attorneys at Law, P.C.

802-864-9811
www.mhtpc.cpm

See their ad on page 38

The National Center for 
Children and Families

202-396-9330 x332
www.nccf-cares.org

See their ad on page 50

New Jersey Department 
of Children and Families

1-877-NJFOSTER
www.njfoster.org
1-800-99ADOPT
www.njadopt.org

See their ad on page 31

RaiseAChild.US
323-417-1440

www.raiseachild.us
See their ad on page 19

St. Mary’s Services
Home Study Only Program

847-870-8181
www.stmaryservices.com
See their ad on page 47

The Two Daddy Frogs 
by Jim Palato, LMFT, 

illustrated by Emily Brozyna
Children’s book about adoption 

See their ad on page 57

The Village Family Services
818-755-8786

www.thevillagefs.org
See their ad on page 56

Vishnick McGovern Milizio LLP
516-437-4385

www.vmmlegal.com
See their ad on page 68

You Gotta Believe!
718-372-3003

www.yougottabelieve.org
See their ad on page 10  

▼

Adoption Resources 
continued from page 10
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New York State is a four season destina-
tion, and the cool weather only heats up 

the fun for families looking for school break and 
long weekend getaways. 

New York has more ski areas than any 
other state, from out west in the Chautauqua-Al-
legheny region to just outside of New York City 
in The Catskills, and everywhere in between.   
Family-friendly mountains have plenty of trails 
and terrain parks for everyone from beginners 
to thrill seekers, whether you prefer downhill, 
cross country or snowboarding.  There are even 
special discount (and free!) programs for some 
young skiers.   

Slope-side accommodations range from 
cozy inns to full-service resorts with activities for 
children and spas to rejuvenate parents.  Some 
destinations feature extras like tubing parks, 
mountain coasters, zip lines, kid snowmobiling 
and snow shoeing.  You can experience winter 
on horseback at ranch resorts, like the Rocking 
Horse Ranch in the Hudson Valley, with trail, 
wagon and sleigh rides.  

Santa’s Workshop, one of the nation’s first 
theme parks, is appropriately in North Pole, NY.  

Nearby Lake Placid is a world famous winter 
playground, with family activities ranging from 
bobsled rides at the Olympic Sports Complex, to 
skiing Whiteface, to a toboggan shoot and dog-
sled rides on Mirror Lake. 

The unique ice bikes in Greater Niagara 
were featured on The Today Show, and can only 
be experienced at the rink at Canalside on the 
Buffalo waterfront.   

New York’s calendar bursts with festivals 
and special events.  The Saranac Lake Winter 
Carnivals has been rated one of the best in the 
world, and features a giant ice castle and gala 
parade.  There are ice fishing derbies in the 
Thousand Islands, and Maple Weekends cele-
brated at farms across the state. 

Holidays traditions range from Port Jeffer-
son’s Charles Dickens Festival on Long Island to 
the Troy Victorian Stroll in the Capital-Saratoga 
region.  NYC is arguably the holiday capital of 
America, with family classics like the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular, ice skating under the gi-
ant Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center and the 
Holiday Train Show at the NY Botanical Garden.  

But you don’t have to only be outside to en-

joy winter in New York.  
It’s 52 degrees year-round sixteen stories 

down at Howe Caverns continued on page 18

SO MANY 
ONE-OF-A-KIND 
EXPERIENCES. 
ALL WAITING 
FOR YOU.

Families take pride in 

exploring New York State 

for all kinds of reasons. 

There are boundless indoor 

and outdoor activities for 

everyone, and the chance 

to create lifelong memories.  

Enjoy a vacation you’ll 

love — and that you can  

only find here.

Gay Parent Magazine ad.indd   1 10/5/16   3:55 PM

VACATION ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

In New York, Cool Weather Heats Up the Fun

Tubing fun in New York.
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T R E VO R T R A NSL AT E S : 
constructing meaning

Our classic curriculum 
delivers extraordinary content. 

Then, as we engage your 
child’s mind with ideas, we ask her 
to make them into something new, 
something meaningful. 

Manhattan’s inquiry-based learning community
P-K–Gr 5: 1 West 88th Street   n   Gr 6–12: 312 East 95th Street   

Trevor Day School– 
invoking the good genius 
inside your child. 

  trevor.org

Two Daddy Frogs Adopt
By Gary Hurtubise

Freddy and George are two frogs in 
love who dream of growing their 

family to share all the love they have to 
give.  The human behind this amphibious 
tale about adoption by same-sex couples 
is Jim Palato.

Jim was born and raised in Santa 
Barbara, California, the eldest of two kids 
raised by a single mom.  While never 
well-off financially, Jim’s small family al-
ways had a bounty of love and friends in 
their lives.

It was at 13 that Jim became aware 
of his sexuality.  However, this being 
the early 70’s, his orientation remained 
his ‘cryptic secret’ for another six years, 
during which he adapted to the social 
norms and expectations of the time.  “I 
feared being rejected by everyone if I 
lived as a homosexual,” he recalls.

Finally, in 1980, Jim came out – al-
beit somewhat inadvertently.  He had 
been dating a woman at the time, but 
decided to end the relationship.  “She be-

came distraught and pressed me for 
a reason,” he explains.  “When I told 
her (that I was gay), both she and I 
adopted a ‘we shall overcome’ men-
tality.”  Instead of splitting up, the two 
decided to get married, with Jim re-
pressing his sexuality.  It worked for 
a few years.  As much as Jim tried 
to ignore his attraction to men, how-
ever, the feelings persisted, and he 
fell into a state of depression.  The 
couple realized that their relationship 
could not survive, and they divorced.

Jim’s second coming-out pro-
cess began when he was 26.  It 
was especially hard for him this time 
around, as he felt that by doing so, 
he could never become a father – 
something that he’d always longed 
to be.

After a number of unsuccessful 
relationships, Jim met David Ross 
in 2000.  “We met online at a time 
when it continued on page 18

Jim Palato (left) with William (now age 10 
but age 5 in this photo).  David, JIm's part-

ner sits with Elijah in his lap.  Elijah 
was 3 in this photo and is now 7.
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ALL-SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSES
Tour the school.  Meet faculty and 

extended day programs.

620 20th Ave. South     Seattle, WA 98144    giddensschool.org

Saturday, November 19th 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 7th 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Woodside
International 
School of

San Francisco

A WASC-Accredited, Independent College-
Preparatory High School Since 1976

•	 Small	classes,	individualized	attention
•	 Diverse	student	body,	UC	approved
•	 A	personalized	approach	to	education

We	are	dedicated	to	instilling	the	knowledge,	skills	
and	sense	of	community	that	prepare	students	for	
success	in	college,	in	and	beyond	the	classroom.

www.wissf.org  ~  415.564.1063

Inquiring Scholars, Healthy Individuals, Contributing Citizens

Call today 
for a school 
tour.
pre-K to 5th grade 
206-547-8237
ucds.org

Visible Thinking, 
Meaningful Learning

in Central New York, voted a top 5 Northeast 
Family Attraction by Disney’s Family Fun read-
ers.  

The Strong Museum of Play in Rochester 
lets families explore a classic arcade, tropical in-
door garden with free flying butterflies, and the 
National Toy Hall of Fame.  

The Corning Museum of Glass features hot 
glass shows, and the chance for families to make 
their own glassworks.  Kids 17 and under get free 
entry into the museum!  

Kids love checking out the animal diora-
mas, and antique fire trucks and subway car at 
the New York State Museum in Albany, followed 
up by skating at the free rink in front of the State 
Capitol.

Seals head to Long Island from November 
to May, so it’s a fun time to visit the Long Island 
Aquarium with its coral reef, Amazon rainforest 
and more.

And you don’t have to give up wet fun in the 
winter at New York’s indoor waterparks at resorts 
like the Great Escape Lodge at Lake George, 
Greek Peak Resort in the Finger Lakes and Bat-
avia Clarion Hotel in Greater Niagara.  

It’s all here, and only here, waiting for you 
in New York State.  Get info at www.iloveny.com 
and iloveny.com/lgbt. ▼

New York Vacation continued from page 14

was not as commonplace as today.”  He 
remembers David’s stunning looks from 
his profile photo, but it wasn’t until he 
read David’s bio 
that Jim really 
took an inter-
est.  “Although 
he possessed 
‘ H o l l y w o o d ’ 
good looks,” Jim 
retells, “David 
had a more ‘Mid-
West’ sensibility 
when it came 
to relationships 
and family.”  The 
two men are 
celebrating their 
16th anniversary this November.

Early on – and to Jim’s delight – the 
men discovered they both wanted to have 
children.  Nevertheless, Jim insisted on 
waiting at least five years. “I wanted to 
make sure we were ‘solid’ as a couple 
before bringing children into our home.”

The men finally began the adoption 
process in 2007; by the end of that year, 

they were connected with a young boy 
who was available for adoption.  “His 
mother was addicted to substances and 
unable to care for him,” Jim explains.  
“Although I never doubted her love for 

him, she was 
unable to free 
herself from 
the addiction.”

H a v i n g 
begun the fos-
ter- to-adopt 
process for 
t w o - y e a r -
old William, 
Jim and Da-
vid learned 
that William’s 
mother had 
become preg-

nant again.  When Elijah was born, the 
couple were able to adopt him as well.

Looking back at the whole process, 
Jim admits that it was a long and trying 
one, “but so well worth it.”  And when 
asked what his thoughts about being a 
father are today, he replies: “it’s a most 
rewarding and challenging experience.”  
After having continued on page 23

Two Daddy Frogs Adopt 
continued from page 16

The cover of Jim Palato's book,The Two 
Daddy Frogs, illustrated by Emily Brozyna.
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Contact Us:
admissions@st-andrews.org

13601 Saratoga Ave. 
Saratoga, CA 95070 

408.867.3785 
www.st-andrews.org

Our mission is to help each of our students develop their 
intellectual, spiritual, physical, and social capacities as fully 

as possible. Our curriculum allows students to explore 
beyond the core subjects into the studio and performing arts, 

athletics, technology, Spanish, world religions and service 
learning. We provide a caring, safe environment where 

children can discover their voices. 
Come explore Saint Andrew’s for your child.

Call for a tour today.

Enrolling now for 2017-2018

18th Annual Gay Parent Magazine Independent Schools Directory

Welcome to our 17th Annual Private Schools Directory where we highlight our advertising schools ranging from nursery to college. Most are co-ed but a few 
schools are all girls or all boys. Most are day schools but also include boarding. Some schools indicated are for students with learning differences and 

some are multilingual schools. New to the directory are a couple of schools under the heading Extracurricular Activity / Class.
The schools are located in Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Ken-

tucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia and Wisconsin. 
Contact information for each school is listed alphabetically by state. Visit our web site at www.gayparentmag.com to read short descriptions of some of the schools.

ALABAMA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

ARIZONA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

CALIFORNIA

Almaden 
Country School
6835 Trinidad Dr.
San Jose, CA 95120
408-997-0424
www.almadencountry-
school.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 30

Brentwood School
K - 6th grade
12001 Sunset Blvd.
310-471-1041
7th - 12th grade
100 S. Barrington Pl.
310-476-9633
Los Angeles, CA 90049
www.bwscampus.com
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 28

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

Bridges Academy
3921 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Studio City, CA 91604
818-506-1091
www.bridges.edu
4th - 12th grade
For students who learn 
differently
See ad on page 13

The Buckley School
3900 Stansbury Ave.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
818-461-6719

www.buckley.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 43

The Center for 
Early Education
563 North Alfred St.
West Hollywood, CA 
90048
323-651-0707
www.centerforearlyeduca-
tion.org
Preschool - 6th grade
See ad on page 46

The College 
Preparatory School
6100 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94618
510-652-4364
www.college-prep.org
9th - 12th grade

See ad on page 35

The Country School
5243 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Valley Village, CA 91607
818-769-2473
www.country-school.org
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 66

Crestview 
Preparatory School
140 Foothill Blvd.
La Canada, CA 91011
818-952-0925
www.crestviewprep.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 57

Crossroads School 
for Arts & Sciences
Elementary School 

Campus
1715 Olympic Blvd.
310-828-1196
Middle and upper 
School Campus
1714 21st St.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-829-7391
www.xrds.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 53

Ecole Bilingue 
de Berkeley
1009 Heinz Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510-549-3867
www.eb.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 10

continued on page 22

The Chestnut Hill School
Academic Excellence, Community & Diversity

428 Hammond Street, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467-1229
617-566-4394 • fax: 617-738-6602

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 6, 2016  1:00-3:00 pm

Beginners (Age 3) to Grade 6
Co-Educational

Financial Aid Program
Exceptional Secondary School Placement

Afterschool Extended Day

W W W .T C H S . O R G

3 1  W E S T  C O U LT E R  S T R E E T,  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  PA  1 9 1 4 4

2 1 5 . 9 5 1 . 2 3 4 5   G E R M A N T O W N F R I E N D S . O R G

K through L I F E

INTELLECT  ENERGY  HEART  SIMPLICITY
SERVICE  VALUES  CHALLENGE

INTEGRITY  ACCEPTANCE

At Brooklyn Friends School, we have all the
makings of a great education.

Join us for a Fall Tour and experience all the 
school has to o�er your child.

www.brooklynfriends.org/tours

Family Center - 12th Grade
375 Pearl Street • Brooklyn NY 11201

718.852.1029

160 West 74th St.
Calhoun.org

Incredible 
things 

happen  
when 

children 
love to 

Attend an Open House  
for 3’s – 2nd grade 
parents. Learn how 

a love of learning 
instills a lifetime of 

achievement.

Open House 
Schedule:

www.calhoun.org/ 
adm_events 

Learn. 

Cal_GayParent_quarterpage ad_8-15.indd   1 8/16/16   11:41 AM
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German International 
School of Silicon Valley
310 Easy St.
Mountain View, CA 94043
650-254-0748
www.gissv.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 51

Hollywood Schoolhouse
1233 N. McCadden Pl.
Hollywood, CA 90038
323-465-1320
www.hollywoodschool-
house.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 65

John Thomas Dye 
School
11414 Chalon Rd.
Los Angeles, CA 80049
310-476-2811
www.jtdschool.com
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 42

Keys School
K - 4th grade
2890 Middlefield Rd.
5th - 8th grade

3981 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
650-328-1711
www.keysschool.com
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 41

La Scuola International
728 20th St.
San Francisco, CA 94107
415-551-0000
www.lasuolasf.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 53

Marin Country 
Day School
5221 Paradise Dr.
Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-927-5900
www.mcds.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 14

Palm Valley School
35-525 Da Vall Dr.
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760-328-0861
www.pvs.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 41

Park Day School
360 42nd St.

Oakland, CA 94609
510-653-0317
www.parkdayschool.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 23

The Philips Brooks 
School
2245 Avy Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
650-854-4545
www.phillipsbrooks.org/
admission
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 41

Pilgrim School 
540 S. Commonwealth 
Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90020
213-385-7351
www.pilgrim-school.org
Toddler -12th grade, day 
and boarding
See ad on page 32

Pluralistic School One
1225 Broadway
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-394-1313
www.psone.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 47

Polytechnic School
1030 E. California Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91106
626-396-6300
www.polytechnic.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 32

Presidio Hill School
3839 Washington St.
San Francisco, CA 94118
415-751-9318
www.presidiohill.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 6

Saint Andrew’s 
Episcopal School
13601 Saratoga Ave.
Saratoga, CA  95070
408-867-3785
www.st-andrews.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 20

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Day School
16 Baldwin Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94401
650-342-5436
www.stmatthewsday.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 33

San Domenico School
1500 Butterfield Rd.
San Anselmo, CA 94960
415-258-1900
www.sandomenico.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 36

San Francisco 
Waldorf School
2938 Washington St.
San Francisco, CA 94115
415-931-2750
www.sfwaldorf.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 56

Serendipity School
Preschool
3172 Clearview Way
San Mateo, CA 94402
650-574-7400
Kindergarten 
& Elementary
2820 Ponce Ave.
Belmont, CA 94002
650-596-9100
www.serendipityschool.
com
age 2 - 5th grade
See ad on page 61

Stratford School
Los Angeles area: Los 
Angeles and Altadena
San Francisco Bay area: 
Danvilee, Fremont, Los 
Gatos, Milpitas, Morgan 
Hill, Palo Alto, Pleasanton, 
San Bruno, San Francis-
co, San Jose, Santa Clara, 
Sunnyvale 
www.stratfordschools.
com/tours
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 5

Village School
780 Swarthmore Ave.
Pacific Palisades, CA 
90272
310-459-8411
www.village-school.com
Transitional K - 6th grade
See ad on page 46

The Wesley School 
4832 Tujunga Ave.
North Hollywood, CA 
91601
818-508-4717
www.wesleyschool.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 49

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory continued 
from page 20

continued on page 24

We provide all LGBTQ-friendly reproductive 
services including: Gay Surrogacy, Partner IVF, 
standard and Donor Egg IVF,  and IUIs in a 
warm and supportive private practice  setting. 
Established in 1984, Alta Bates IVF has an 
excellent track record, is fully  accredited and a 
member of SART/ASRM. 

Alta Bates IVF Program
2999 Regent St., #101A

Berkeley, CA 94705

510-649-0440 www.abivf.com

Alta Bates
In Vitro Fertilization Program

 

ADOPT
A Connecticut Child! 

1-888-KID-HERO 
www.ctfosteradopt.com 

Two Daddy Frogs Adopt 
continued from page 18
adopted William and Elijah, Jim was ap-
proached by a gay colleague and asked 
what it was like to be a ‘gay parent’.  “I 
haven’t given it much thought,” he re-
plied, “I’m so busy just being a parent!”

Today, Jim practices mar-
riage-and-family therapy in Long Beach, 
David is a national sales director for SK-II 
Skincare, and William and Elijah are ten 
and eight respectively.  David’s parents 
have moved from Michigan to California 
to spend more ‘hands-on’ time with their 
grandchildren.  “I really don’t know what 
we would do without them,” Jim admits.

Long beach, California has a diverse 
population, and the couple work to ex-
pose their children to families of all variet-
ies and cultures.  They enrolled the boys 

in the local 
J e w i s h 
pre-school, 
and attend 
a Christian 
church – 
though Jim 
considers 

himself to be spiritual, rather than re-
ligious.  “I believe all the ‘masters’ – be 
they Jesus, Buddha, Lao Tzu, Muham-
mad or Krishna – deliver the same basic 
message: Treat others as you’d like to 
be treated.”  This is the main value that 
David and Jim wish to impart upon their 
boys as they grow up.

It was through Jim’s work as a ther-
apist, as well as his own experience as 
an adoptive gay father that his book, The 
Two Daddy Frogs, came about.  “I have 
worked with many adopted individuals,” 
he explains.  “I believe it’s healthiest for 
adopted individuals to know they are 
adopted, and be allowed to ask ques-
tions.”  For children, books are often the 
best way to open these kinds of conver-
sations, and even answer some of their 
questions.  Jim searched for books on 
the adoption process, specifically about 
two fathers.  “There weren’t any at the 
time, so I wrote the story myself.”  The 
book loosely follows the story of Jim and 
David’s family, transforming the charac-
ters into small amphibians.  “The idea of 
frogs just made sense,” Jim reasons, “as 
children tend to love stories about ani-
mals.”

continued on page 26
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Westland School 
16200 Mulholland Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90049
310-472-5544
www.westlandschool.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 26

Woodside 
International School
1555 Irving St.
San Francisco, CA  94122
415-564-1063
www.wissf.org
9th - 12th grade
See ad on page 18

COLORADO

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

International 
School of Denver
206 Red Cross Way 
Denver, CO 80230

303-340-3647
www.isdenver.org/
gayparent
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 61

CONNECTICUT

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

The Forman School
12 Norfolk Rd.
Litchfield, CT 06759
860-567-1802
www.formanschool.org
9th - PG, day and board-
ing school for students 
with learning differences
See ad on page 40

Fraser Woods 
Montessori School
173 S. Main St.
Newtown, CT 06470
203-426-3390
www.fraserwoods.com
age 15 months - 8th grade
See ad on page 44

Winston 
Preparatory School
57 West Rocks Rd.
Norwalk, CT 06851
203-229-0465 x535
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade
See ad on page 62 

DELAWARE

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA

Aidan 
Montessori School 
2700 27th Street NW
Washington DC 20008
202-387-2700
www.aidanschool.org
Toddler - 6th grade
See ad on page 43

Beauvoir, The National 
Cathedral Elementary 
School 

3500 Woodley Road NW
Washington DC 20016
202-537-6485
www.beauvoirschool.org
Pre-K - 3rd grade
See ad on page 25

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

St. Columba’s 
Nursery School
4201 Albermarle St. NW
Washington DC 20016
202-742-1980
www.columba.org
ages 3 - 4
See ad on page 34

St. Patrick’s 
Episcopal Day School 
4700 Whitehaven Park-
way, NW
Washington DC 20007
202-342-2831
www.stpatsdc.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 33

School for Friends
2201 P Street NW
Washington DC 20037
202-328-1789
www.schoolforfriends.org
ages 2 - 4
See ad on page 29

Sidwell Friends School
3825 Wisconsin Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20016
202-537-8100
www.sidwell.edu
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 29

Washington
International School
1690 36th Street NW
Washington DC 20007
202-243-1700
www.wis.edu/earlychild-
hood
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 29

FLORIDA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years

See ad on page 57

GEORGIA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

ILLINOIS

Brehm School
950 S. Brehm Lane
Carbondale, IL 62901
618-457-0371
www.brehm.org
6th - 12th grade, day 
and boarding school for 
students with learning 
challenges
See ad on page 55

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

Garden School
Nursery to Grade 12 Independent School in Jackson Heights, Queens

 Excellent and realistic alternative to Manhattan private schools

Open House (all grades) Sat. Dec. 10th, 9-11 AM
Annual Merit Scholarship Exam, Grades 5-10,

Sat. Dec. 10th at 9 AM - 100% Scholarships Available

(718) 335-6363 | gardenschool.org

The AcAdemy at chArlemont

Open House
December 11

details at www.charlemont.org

Route 2, Charlemont, MA 01339
413-339-4912

Daily round-trip bus service 
available from Amherst, 
Northampton,Greenfield 

and the hilltowns.

continued on page 26

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory 
continued from page 22

W W W. N O R A - S C H O O L .O R G

Think differently. At The Nora 
School, these are words we take  
to heart. This small, college  
preparatory high school, grades 
9–12, works to bring out the  
best in students with diverse  
learning styles since 1964. S

IL
V

E
R
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IN

G
, 

M
D

3500 Woodley Road, NW  ·  Washington, DC 20016  ·  www.beauvoirschool.org

Beauvoir, the National Cathedral Elementary School 
is an independent elementary school  

for grades Pre-Kindergarten – Third Grade.

For more information, please visit us online at:  
www.beauvoirschool.org.

“The Beginning is the Most Important Part of the Work” —Plato

The Town School  |  Nursery 3 - 8th Grade  |  Co-Educational  |  400 Students  |  540 East 76th Street  |  Founded 1913

Consider making 
your family part of 
the Town family!

 admissions@townschool.org                                 (212) 288-4383                                      thetownschool.org               
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Brickton 
Montessori School
8622 W. Catalpa Ave.
Chicago, IL 60656
773-714-0646
www.brickton.org
age 24 months - 8th grade
See ad on page 37

Detour 2 Discovery 
Day School
2001 South Wabash Ave.
Chicago, IL 60616
312-949-CARE (2273)
www.detour2discovery.
com
Infant Nursery - K
See ad on page 54

Francis W. Parker 
School
330 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614
773-797-5107
www.fwparker.org
Junior K - 12th grade
See ad on page 43

Lake Forest Academy
1500 W. Kennedy Rd.
Lake Forest, IL 60045
847-615-3267

www.lfanet.org
9th - 12th grade, day and 
boarding
See ad on page 61

Lake Forest 
Country Day School
145 South Green Bay Rd.
Lake Forest, IL 60045
847-615-6151
www.lfcds.org
Age 2 - 8th grade
See ad on page 37

INDIANA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

IOWA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

continued on page 28

• Comprehensive Fertility Care 
• Intrauterine Insemination (IUI)
• In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) 
• Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis & Screening (PGD/PGS)
• Donor Egg • Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSI)
• Treatment for Recurrent Pregnancy Loss
• • Advanced/Robotic Reproductive Surgery
• IVF/Donor Egg Refund Program

westlandschool.org 

K-6 in Los Angeles

 Growing 21st-Century Thinkers
Deep roots in 

progressive education 
since 1949.

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory contin-
ued from page 24

friendscentral.org

“ Inclusivity is about Friends’ Central  
feeling like it’s everybody’s home – everyone  
has a place here and has value here.”

                     - Friends’ Central teacher

WALK-IN 
WEDNESDAY

Weekly Campus Tours
9 am • Lower School
8:30 am & 12:30 pm  

Middle & Upper School 
 

Early Childhood - 12th grade, Co-ed

Moses Brown School

250 Lloyd Avenue
Providence, RI 02906
(401) 831-7350

Graduates of Quaker schools are 
intellectually curious and thoughtful leaders, 
socially responsible and con� dent citizens, 
collaborative and creative problem solvers.

Visit us today at mosesbrown.org/admissionsevents

FOR THE HONOR OF TRUTH

Where Quaker Education Builds 
Confi dence & Character

Jim completed the book in 2010, 
though it remained in limited circulation 
only.  Despite being urged by friends 
and family to get it properly published, it 
wasn’t until Emily Brozyna, a colleague, 
created a set of drawings for the book, 
which Jim absolutely loved.  That was all 
the encouragement he needed, and on 
Father’s day of 2015, the story became 
available as an e-book.  “I was able to sit 
down with my boys and read it again on 
their own Kindle reader.  It was an amaz-
ing feeling.”

The book is ideal for families with 
adopted children as a learning tool, but 
Jim is hopeful that enough momentum 
will build to warrant releasing Two Dad-
dy Frogs in hard cover, available in book 
stores.  Jim – encouraged by his illustra-
tor Emily – admits that the book could 
turn into a series.  “Only time will tell!”

For more information on The Two 
Daddy Frogs, and links to purchase it, 
visit Jim’s Facebook at www.facebook.
com/thetwodaddyfrogs/. ▼

Two Daddy Frogs Adopt 
continued from page 23
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KENTUCKY

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

LOUISIANA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

MAINE

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

MARYLAND

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

Charles E. Smith 
Jewish Day School
Lower school
1901 E. Jefferson St.
Rockville, MD 20852
upper school
11710 Hunters Lane
Rockville, MD 20852
301-692-4870
www.cesjds.org
JK - 12th grade
See ad on page 51

Friends 
Community School
5901 Westchester Park Dr.
College Park, MD 20740
301-441-2100
www.friendscommunity-
school.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 29

Friends Meeting School
3232 Green Valley Rd.
Ljamsville, MD 21754
301-798-0288
www.friendsmeetingschool.
org
age 3 - 12th grade
See ad on page 29

Holton-Arms School
7303 River Rd.
Bethesda, MD 20817
301-365-5300
www.holton-arms.edu
3rd - 12th grade, girls' 
school
See ad on page 49

McLean School
8224 Lochinver Lane
Potomac, MD 20854
240-395-0698
www.mcleanschool.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 12

The Nora School
955 Sligo Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-495-6672
www.nora-school.org
9th -12th grade
See ad on page 25

Sandy Spring 
Friends School
16923 Norwood Rd.
Sandy Spring, MD  20860
301-774-7455
www.ssfs.org
Pre-K - 12th grade, day 
and boarding
See ad on page 29

Sidwell Friends School
3825 Wisconsin Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20016
202-537-8100
www.sidwell.edu
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 29

MASSACHUSETTS

The Academy 
at Charlemont
1359 Route 2
Charlemont, MA 01339
413-339-4912
www.charlemont.org
7th grade - postgraduate
See ad on page 24

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years

See ad on page 57

Brimmer and May School
69 Middlessex Rd.
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
617-738-8695
www.brimmer.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 52

Brookwood School
One Brookwood Rd.
Manchester, MA 01944
978-526-4500
www.brookwood.edu
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 25

Cambridge 
Friends School
5 Cadbury Rd.
Cambridge, MA 02140
617-354-3880
www.cfsmass.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 6

The Chestnut Hill School
428 Hammond St.
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
617-566-4394
www.tchs.org
Age 3 - 6th grade
See ad on page 21

The Children's 
Workshop
Schools located in Bourne, 
North Attleboro, Norwood, 
Seekonk, South Dennis, 
Waltham and Westborough
401-334-0100
www.childrensworkshop.
com
Infant - Pre-K, afterschool
See ad on page 58

The Fenn School
516 Monument St.
Concord, MA 01742
978-369-5800
www.fenn.org
4th - 9th grade, boys 
school
See ad on page 41

Lesley Ellis School
41 Foster St.
Arlington, MA 02474
781-641-1346
www.lesleyellis.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 31

Trust • Respect • Responsibility
Honesty • Caring • Community • Diversity

BRENTWOOD SCHOOL
INSPIRES EVERY STUDENT TO:

Think critically and creatively.

Act ethically.

Shape a future with meaning.

(K-6) 12001 Sunset Blvd., 310.471.1041
(7-12) 100 S. Barrington Pl., 310.476.9633

LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

www.bwscampus.com

The Agnes Irwin School
empowers girls to learn, to lead, and to live a legacy.

Ithan Avenue & Conestoga Road, Rosemont, PA 19010

FALL OPEN HOUSES
Athletics

Wednesday, November 2
Arts

Thursday, November 17
All-School

Wednesday, March 15
To register, visit:  

agnesirwin.org/openhouse

TOURING TUESDAYS
Drop by Tuesdays at  

8:30 a.m. to tour the campus. 
November 1, 8, 15, 29

December 6
January 10

No appointment necessary.

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory continued 
from page 26

continued on page 31

THE CHAPIN SCHOOL
Chapin prepares a diverse and talented community 
of young women to thrive and lead in a global society 
through its dedication to academic excellence, personal 
integrity and community responsibility. Believing that an 
equitable, inclusive community is essential to learning, 
Chapin actively seeks families, faculty and staff who 
bring a range of experiences and backgrounds to 
our school. We hope you will visit www.chapin.edu or 
call our admissions office at 212.744.2335 to learn more 
about our program and our school, which educates girls 
in grades Kindergarten through 12.

100 East End Avenue • New York City

Friends Community School
www.friendscommunityschool.org • College Park, MD, Grades K-8
Open Houses:   9:00-11:00 a.m. on Oct. 18, Nov. 5, Nov. 17,  
            Dec. 2, Jan. 7, Jan. 10

Friends Meeting School
www.friendsmeetingschool.org • Ijamsville, MD, Grades K-12
Open House:      Friday, October 21, 2-4pm

Sandy Spring Friends School
www.ssfs.org • Sandy Spring, MD, Grades PK3-12
Open Houses:     Oct 16 (1:00-3:30); Nov. 9, Dec 7, Jan. 11 (8:15-11)

School for Friends
www.schoolforfriends.org • Washington, DC, Age 2-4 
Open Houses:  9:30-11:00 Oct. 17, Nov. 15, Dec. 7, Jan. 12,  
          Jan. 27, Feb. 6, & Feb 21

Sidwell Friends School
www.sidwell.edu • Bethesda, MD (PK-4) &  
                                         Washington, DC (5-12), Grades PK-12
Open Houses:  Lower: Sunday, October 23,  
          Middle & Upper: Sunday, November 6

Friends Education 
can give to your child.

Find out what a

Cele
brating 325 Years of Quaker Education in Am

erica

Language immersion at WIS  
for children ages 3, 4, and 5!
Washington International School offers a Preschool,  
Pre-Kindergarten, and Kindergarten program in both French and 
Spanish, leading to a dual-language program starting in Grade 1. 
Open to beginners, intermediate-level, and native speakers.

Preschool through Grade 12 
IB Primary Years Program and IB Diploma Program
Small-group tours available through mid-December.  

Reservations required.

Learn more at www.wis.edu/earlychildhood.
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The Montessori School 
of Northampton
51 Bates Street
Northampton, MA 01060
413-586-4538
www.northamptonmontes-
sori.com
ages 2 - 12 years
See ad on page 6

Noble and 
Greenough School
10 Campus Dr.
Dedham, MA 02026
781-320-7100
www.admission.nobles.
edu
7th - 12 grade, day and 
boarding school
See ad on page 43

The Rashi School
8000 Great Meadow Rd.
Dedham, MA 02026
617-969-4444
www.rashi.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 39

Shore Country 
Day School
545 Cabot St.
Beverly, MA  01915
978-927-1700
www.shoreschool.org
Pre-K - 9th grade
See ad on page 27

MICHIGAN

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

MINNESOTA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

City of Lakes 
Waldorf School
2344 Nicollet Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55404
612-767-0293
www.clws.org
Preschool - 8th grade

See ad on page 38

MISSISSIPPI

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

MONTANA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

NEBRASKA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

NEVADA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

High Mowing School
353 Abbott Hill Rd.
Wilton, NH 03086
603-654-9408 x103
www.highmowing.org
high school, day and 
boarding
See ad on page 53

Misfit toys were the words used 
by a gay adoptive father 

in my 2014 study 
about same sex 
couples with chil-
dren adopted from 
foster care. The fa-
ther was referenc-
ing LGBT families 
who choose to ac-
cept children who 
have experienced 
significant neglect 
and abuse in an 
effort to make them 
whole by giving 
them a loving nur-
turing home. 

Emily McDon-
ald and Susan Kirschner of San An-
tonio, Texas can relate to living on the 
metaphorical “Island of Misfit Toys.” 
They struggled to become moms, but 
through perseverance and commit-

ment to each other, they celebrate 
everyday as moms to their daughter 
Aubri.

Emily grew up in Poteet, Texas a 
rural farming community with a pop-
ulation of approximately 3,000. She 
was the youngest of three sisters who 
developed her love of nurturing on her 
family’s farm. Her passion to care for 
others took her to San Antonio where 
she earned a nursing degree with 
honors. As a registered nurse, Emily 
has crisscrossed Texas to care for 
those in need.  

Susan Kirschner spent her early 
years in Brooklyn, New York before 
landing in San Antonio as a teenag-
er. After her parent’s divorce, Susan 
worked and attended school in an ef-
fort to provide her mom and brother 
with a better life. Susan also earned a 
degree in nursing. 

Fate intervened in July 1996. 
The ladies met 

Keeping Calm and Loving Aubri 
By Mark Maxwell, PhD.

continued on page 32

Almaden 
Country School

Discovering 
     the gifts in      
         every child.

Campus Tour
STOP #2

Enthusiasm!

Open Houses

AlmadenCountrySchool.org    (408)997-0424    info@a-cs.org 
Independent • Co-educational • Non-sectarian • Preschool (4 year-olds)--8th grade
6835 Trinidad Drive, San Jose, CA 95120

Saturday, November 5
10:00am–1:00pm 

or schedule your personal tour

Wednesday, December 7
9:00am–11:00am 

Saturday, January 21
10:00am–1:00pm

continued on page 34

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory continued 
from page 28

Susan Kirschner (left), Aubri, 
and Emily McDonald.
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Learn more
about us at

www.polytechnic.org 

1030 EAST CALIFORNIA BOULEVARD
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

626.396.6300

We are committed to

honesty, justice, charity,

and the pursuit of knowledge.

P O L Y T E C H N I C
S C H O O L

Riverdale
Mind • Character • Community

International leader in character education

Pre-K through 12th Grade

Campus experience in New York City

Committed to empowering learners for life

Learning and living with purpose

5250 Fieldston Road, Bronx, NY 1o471 • www.riverdale.edu

York Preparatory School
40 West 68th Street

New York, NY 10023
www.yorkprep.org

“An Intimate Place to Learn in the Heart of a Great City”
2016-2017 OPEN HOUSE DATES

(All dates listed are on a Tuesday from 9:10am to 10:30am)

November 1st, 10th, 15th and 29th | December 6th
January 10th and 24th | April 18th | May 9th

RSVP to the Admissions Office at:
Elizabeth Norton 212-362-0400 ext. 103 | enorton@yorkprep.org

Tracy Warner 212-362-0400 ext. 106 | twarner@yorkprep.org
York Prep is a coeducational college preparatory school for grades 6-12

S T .  M A T T H E W ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  D A Y  S C H O O L

      A Community for the Heart, Mind and Spirit

16 Baldwin Avenue, San Mateo,  CA 94401 •  www.stmatthewsday.org

Imagine who your child can be…

AN ACADEMICALLY ENGAGED STUDENT

A KIND AND COMPASSIONATE LEADER

AN ARTIST, AN ATHLETE, AN INNOVATOR

St. Matthew's Episcopal Day School Graduates...
young adults ready to take their place in the world!

Fall Admission Dates • Preschool - 8th Grade

Please contact us at: 650-274-0728
or email admission@stmatthewsday.org

SCHOOL TOURS
8:30 - 10:30 AM

Register through Website

ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE
Oct. 23 • 1:00 - 3:30 PM
Dec. 6 • 6:00 - 7:30 PM

Join us.
Find out what makes St. Patrick’s—a coeducational Nursery through 
Grade 8 school in Washington, D.C.—a special learning community, 

committed to the infinite value of every participant. Learn more about our 
philosophy of Exceptional Literacy and apply online at www.stpatsdc.org. 

For more information, contact Sara Dickson,  
Director of Admission and Financial Aid, 

 at DicksonS@stpatsdc.org or 202.342.2831. 

Admission Parent Programs November 18 and January 5.

while working as community nurses. 
Says Emily, “One day, I invited Susan 
to lunch and we talked and shared 
differences in our lives. We both had 
a connection and enjoyed sharing 
time together while at work, and when 
we were off. We shared special mo-
ments.” The ladies’ families served 
as stable forces for the couple. The 
time they spent with their loved ones 
was an essential aspect of their lives 
together. 

In April 2002 they committed their 
lives to each other in a "Jewish, Scot-
tish-Irish Celebration of Commitment". 
“We were serenaded down the aisle 
by a Scottish bagpiper who played a 
traditional wedding march. Next we 
included in our ceremony these items, 
a plate, a heart, two coins, a Star of 
David, a Christian Cross, and an am-
ethyst. For the couple the items sym-
bolized their hopes for the future. The 
plate was a symbol of never being 
without food, the heart represented 
love, the two coins symbolized pros-

perity, and the religious symbols rep-
resented the women’s faith and the 
amethyst symbolized balance. “Our 
pastor read Hebrew and English vows 

that we wrote and we lit the unity can-
dle under the Huppah.” The beautiful 
ceremony led to a festive celebration 
after Emily stomped on a glass and 
well-wishers chanted "La Hachem" 
which means life. 

Emily and Susan first talked about 
becoming moms in 1999 saying, “Ini-
tially, we fostered children to gain ex-
perience.” They eventually told their 
agency that they wanted children who 
were available for adoption. They 
said, “We endured countless expe-
riences with disappointment…not 
qualified for parenting due to agen-
cy rules. We were considered less 
than any straight man/wife couple.” 
The couple learned how to navigate 
a system that was stacked against 
families like theirs. First, they had to 
find an agency that was inclusive of 
same sex couples. Next, there was 
no guarantee that a birth mom would 
choose them over an opposite sex 
couple. They struggled through possi-
ble placements that never happened. 
One such possible placement includ-
ed a teenage girl who was dealing with 
her coming out journey, but decided 
to leave foster care rather than tran-
sition into another home even though 
Emily and Susan could have provided 
her with a forever family. “Then the 
State wanted and pressed us to fos-
ter medically 

Keeping Calm and Loving Aubri
continued from page 30

continued on page 36

“We endured 
countless experiences 
with disappointment…

not qualified 
for parenting 

due to agency rules. 
We were considered 

less than any straight
 man/wife couple.”
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NEW JERSEY

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

The Wardlaw-Hartridge 
School
1295 Inman Ave.
Edison, NJ 08820
908-754-1882
www.whschool.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 46

Winston 
Preparatory School
901 Route 10 East
Whippany, NJ 07981
973-500-6496
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade
See ad on page 62 

NEW YORK

AVENUES: 
The World School
259 Tenth Ave.
New York, NY 10001
212-524-9000
www.avenues.org/nyc
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 7

Bank Street 
School for Children
610 W. 112th St.
New York, NY  10025
212-875-4433
www.bankstreet.edu/sfc
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 50

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

Brooklyn Friends School
375 Pearl St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-852-1029
www.brooklynfriends.org/
tours
Family Center - 12th grade

See ad on page 21

The Browning School
52 E. 62nd St.
New York, NY 10065
212-838-0205
www.browning.edu/
admission
K - 12th grade, 
boys’ school
See ad on page 59

The Buckley School
113 E. 73rd St.
New York, NY 10021
212-535-8787
www.buckleyschool.org
K - 9th grade, boys school
See ad on page 55

Building Blocks 
Montessori School
55 Forest Ave.
Staten Island, NY 10301
718-448-2992
www.buildingblocksmon-
tessori.com
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 59

The Calhoun School 
2.8 years - 2nd grade
160 W. 74th St.

New York, NY 10023
212-497-6550
3rd - 12th grade
433 West End Ave.
New York, NY 10024
212-497-6500
www.calhoun.org/adm_
events
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 21

Cathedral School of 
St. John the Divine
1047 Amsterdam Ave.
New York, NY 10025
212-316-7500
www.cathedralnyc.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 11

The Chapin School
100 East End Ave.
New York, NY 10028
212-744-2335
www.chapin.edu
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 29

Chelsea Day School
319 Fifth Ave., 2nd Floor
New York, NY 10016
212-675-8541
www.chelseadayschool.

org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 37

City and Country School
146 West 13th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-242-7802
www.cityandcountry.org
age 2 - 8th grade
See ad on page 3

The Dalton School
K - 3th grade
53 E. 91st St.
New York, NY 10128
4 - 12th grade
108 E. 89th St.
New York, NY 10128
212-423-5200
www.dalton.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 67

École Internationale 
de New York
111 E. 22nd St.
New York, NY 10010
646-410-2238
www.einy.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 39

Ethical Culture 
Fieldston School
33 Central Park West
New York, NY 10023
3901 Fieldston Rd.
Bronx, NY 10471
718-329-7575
www.ecfs.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 65

The Family Annex 
Childcare & Nursery 
School
An affiliate of Columbia 
university
560 W. 113th St.
New York, NY 10025
212-749-3271
www.familyannex.org
ages 1.7 - 5 years
see ad on page 58

First Presbyterian 
Church Nursery School
12 W. 12th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-691-3432
www.fpcns.org
Ages 2.3 - 5.3
See ad on page 34

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NURSERY SCHOOL
A NON-SECTARIAN PROGRAM WELCOMING ALL CHILDREN SINCE 1952

12 West 12th Street, New York, NY 10011 • Call 212-691-3432 or visit our website www.fpcns.org • Kathleen Cook, Director

• Dedicated to children’s growth and learning • Experienced, nurturing staff • Children ages 2.3 to 5.3 •
• Specialists for music, movement, studio, gardening & healthy snack program •

• Large airy classrooms, rooftop playground & indoor play space •

When you’re ready for a family count on
our expertise & compassion.

uranj.com |  (888) 770-9080

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory continued 
from page 31

continued on page 38

BERTSCHI
SCHOOL

PRE-K TO 5TH GRADE
in Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood
206-324-5476 | www.bertschi.org

THE PERKINS SCHOOL
EARLY K - 5TH GRADE

Proud to be a gay-friendly school
90th & Roosevelt, Seattle | 206-526-8217

OPEN HOUSES FOR PARENTS

Saturday Dec. 10, 10am-12pm
Saturday Jan. 21, 10am-12pm
(programs begin promptly at 10:15)

West Sound Academy
International Baccalaureate World School

for grades 6-12
Poulsbo, WA • www.westsoundacademy.org

CollegePrep
A private high school for grades 9-12

Our approach to learning requires collaboration, patience,  
and creativity—all within a kind and joyful community.

• Average academic class size of 14
•  More than $2 million given annually in need-based financial aid
• 80% of faculty with advanced degrees
• 100% of graduates attend 4-year colleges and universities

Join us at an Open House to learn more: college-prep.org/openhouse

Be inspired. Express yourself. Belong.

6100 Broadway    Oakland CA 94618   510.652.4364   

Excellence Today, the World Tomorrow
French American School of Puget Sound

206-275-3533
3795 East Mercer Way
Mercer Island, WA 98040

www.fasps.org

Convenient location between 
Seattle and the Eastside

☆ No French language experience 
required through Kindergarten

☆ International community
☆ Small class size
☆ Tuition aid available
☆ Daily bus and 
 hot lunch service
☆ Accredited by: NWAIS &  

French Ministry of Education

Open House Dec. 3

BILINGUAL EDUCATION  
FROM YOUNG PRE-K (AGE 3) 
TO GRADE 8

(206) 275-3533 ext 275
patriciab@fasps.org

Contact Us for a Tour: 
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pscs.org

“Gratitude is my greatest value. 

I have learned how to be grateful through excellent, upsetting, and imperfect experiences. 

Life is full of excellence and displeasure, but that is how children become adults.”

-senior graduation speech, puget sound community school

 Independent middle & high school, seattlE

ST. PETER’S SCHOOL
Preschool (age 3) through Eighth Grades in Center City Philadelphia

319 Lombard Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147  

215.925.3963
st-peters-school.org   INDEPENDENT NON-SECTARIAN COEDUCATIONAL

8622 West Catalpa Avenue, Chicago • 773.714.0646 • www.brickton.org

Serving children 24 months through
Middle School 
Accredited by the American 
Montessori Society (AMS) 
and the Independent Schools 
Association of the 
Central States (ISACS)

MONTESSOR I  SCHOOL
Brickton

206.691.2625  seattlecountryday.org

K-8 OPEN HOUSE
THURS January 5th, 2017 5-7pm

145 South Green Bay Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045  
www.lfcds.org  |  (847) 615-6151

Discover the LFCDS Experience  

fragile children because we were both 
nurses and for these reasons we de-
clined any state adoption.”

They were frustrated but not de-
terred from their goal of becoming 
moms saying, “As time passed we 
were deeply saddened by a discrim-
inatory life of judgment toward us. So 
we decided on private adoption. Their 
only wish was to receive a child with 
“ten fingers, ten toes, a healthy heart 
and an intact brain stem.” In 2008 
their prayers were answered. A baby 
girl was placed in their arms. They 
named her Aubri and began their jour-
ney as her forever family. 

In a perfect world, the clouds 
would part and the sun would shine 
and life would be perfect, but Emily 
and Susan said raising a child of color 
as a lesbian couple in Texas, requires 
a lot of internal fortitude. Said the 
moms, “In 2011 we relocated to North 
Texas. As a family, we never imag-
ined how discriminatory life could be 

for us. Our daughter has experienced 
racial discrimination as we continue 
to endure homophobia while living in 
Flower Mound, Texas. We are com-

mitted to each other, our family and 
God. We are teaching our daughter 
self-awareness, diversity and under-
standing cultural differences. People 
are not inclusive of our family for in-
vites, activities, gatherings or friend-
ships. We continue to be challenged 
living in a righteous, affluent city that 
is narrow minded and homophobic. 

We don't fully understand our society, 
but experience and feel the impatient, 
inflexible conviction of children and 
adults. Moreover, race discrimination 
and gay harassment are pervasive 
and persistent patterns learned by 
children. Real is not how you were 
made, it is what you become over 
time. It lasts forever. This is the au-
thentic self and real beauty. We teach 
our daughter love is the harmonizing 
power.”

They continue, “Our greatest 
challenge as a couple and as parents 
is rejection. Being marginalized in a 
world of uncertainty causes anxiety, 
fear and instability. We focus on what 
we can and can't control and accept 
what we discover.” The women say, 
“Our goal for our story is to cultivate 
sincere friendships, healthy influences 
for our daughter, and networking with 
families.” And they offer this advice, 
“Our suggestion for all gay families is 
to set goals, deepen self-awareness, 
and maintain hope.” ▼

Photo courtesy of Susan Kirschner

Keeping Calm and Loving Aubri
continued from page 32

“Our daughter has 
experienced racial 
discrimination as 

we continue to 
endure homophobia 

while living in 
Flower Mound, Texas.”

SD
Get to
Know

San Domenico School
Exceptional Education 
and a Sense of Purpose
Grades Kindergarten - 12th 
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French American 
School of New York
525 Fenimore Rd.
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
914-250-0401
www.fasny.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 39

Garden School
33-16 79th St.
Jackson Heights, NY 
11372
718-335-6363
www.gardenschool.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 24

Hackley School
293 Benedict Ave.
Tarrytown, NY 10591
914-366-2642
www.hackleyschool.org
K - 12th grade, day and 
boarding
See ad on page 51

Harlem Hebrew 
Language Academy 
Charter School

147 St. Nicholas Ave.
New York, NY 10026
212-866-4608
www.harlemhebrewchar-
ter.org
K - 5th grade
See ad on page 59

The IDEAL 
School & Academy
Lower School
314 W. 91st St.
upper School
270 W. 89th St.
New York, NY 10024
212-769-1699
www.theidealschool.org
K -12th grade, for students 
ranging from gifted to 
students with learning 
differences
See ad on page 17

International 
School of Brooklyn
477 Court St.
Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-369-3023
www.isbrooklyn.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 45

The Kildonan School
425 Morse Hill Rd.
Amenia, NY 12501
845-373-2012
www.kildonan.org
2nd - 12th grade, PG, stu-
dents with dyslexia and/or 
language-based learning 
differences
See ad on page 55

Little Red School House/ 
Elisabeth Irwin High 
School
Lower and Middle
School
272 Sixth Ave.
New York, NY 10014
High School
40 Charlton St.
New York, NY 10014
212-477-5316
www.lrei.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 4

Mary McDowell 
Friends School 
Elementary School
20 Bergen St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-625-3939
Middle School

133-135 Summit St.
Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-625-3939
upper School
23 Sidney Place
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-855-0141
www.marymcdowell.org
K - 12th grade, school 
for students with learning 
disabilities
See ad on page 27

The Nightingale-
Bamford School
20 E. 92nd St.
New York, NY 10128
212-289-5020
www.nightingale.org
K - 12 grade, girls’ school
See ad on page 22

The Nurture Center
at Twin Parks
202 Riverside Dr.
New York, NY 10025
212-665-1600
www.thenurturecenter.nyc
Infants & Toddlers
See ad on page 49

The Packer 
Collegiate Institute
170 Joralemon St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-250-0254
www.packer.edu/admis-
sions
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 8

Riverdale 
Country School
5250 Fieldston Rd.
Bronx, NY 10471
718-549-8810
www.riverdale.edu
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 33

The Riverside Church 
Weekday School
490 Riverside Dr.
New York, NY 10027
212-870-6743
www.wdsnyc.org
Ages 2 – 5 years
See ad on page 3

Rodeph Sholom School
10 W. 84th St.
New York, NY 10024
646-438-8600
www.rodephsholom-

school.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 45

Rye Country Day School
Cedar St.
Rye, NY 10580
914-925-4513
www.ryecountryday.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 18

St. Hilda’s & St. Hugh’s
619 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10025
212-932-1980
www.sthildas.org/admis-
sion-gp
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 37

Staten Island Academy
715 Todt Hill Rd.
Staten Island, NY 10304
718-987-8100
www.statenislandacade-
my.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 54

St. Thomas School is committed to 
maintaining a connected and inclusive 

community where all families are 
celebrated, and every child is 

loved, supported, and inspired.

PRESCHOOL – 8TH GRADE
VISIT US AT STTHOMASSCHOOL.ORG       

YOUR VISION,
OUR MISSION

MEDINA, WASHINGTON

 

KURT M. HUGHES
a fellow in AAAA and AAARTA

AND

MICHELLE A. TARNELLI

Concentrating in Assisted
Reproductive Technology (ART) and
Adoption Law, including Gestational
Surrogacy Contracts, Gamete Donor
Contracts, Interstate and Stepparent

Adoptions, and contested termination
of parental rights litigation in the

Probate Courts throughout Vermont.

 131 Main Street - P. O. Box 363
Burlington, Vermont 05402-0363

Telephone (802) 864-9811 -  Fax (802) 864-4136
Visit our web site at www.mhtpc.com

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory continued 
from page 34

continued on page 42

Nursery through 8th grade (ages 3-13)
French and American curricula with an international perspective
Mandarin introduction in 3rd grade and Spanish in Middle School 
3 campus locations around Madison Square Park

 November 9th - 8:15am 
November 17th - 6:00pm 
December 7th - 8:15am 

 OPEN HOUSE DATES

111 East 22nd Street, New York , NY 10010 | 646.410.2238

TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR, VISIT EINY.ORG

By encouraging questions and open conversations, Rashi’s
joyfully Jewish approach to learning helps children engage
with the world and grow into the people they can become.

Come to one of our Admissions Events:
Head of School Coffee: Thursday, Dec. 15 at 10:00 AM
Information Session: Sunday, Jan. 8 at 10:30 AM

The Rashi School
Boston Area Reform Jewish K-8 Independent School
Dedham, MA | 617-969-4444 | www.rashi.org

IMAGINE 
THE PERSON
YOUR CHILD
WILL BECOME

Your path to building  
a family — for LGBT 
couples and singles. 

Building families since 1993

Find out what’s right for you.
♥ Legal services for egg/sperm/embryo donation

♥  Complete surrogacy program: matching to birth

♥ Second-parent and step-parent adoption 
To get your questions answered, call Meryl at (301) 217-0074, 
or visit ARTparenting.com.

Potomac, MD 20854
email: meryl@artparenting.com

1610-ARTparenting-GayParentADfr.indd   1 2/10/16   12:41 PM

French-American School of New York
Growing Global Citizens

Accepting non-French speakers:
• In Nursery, Pre-K and Kindergarten: Bilingual immersion
• In High school: IB Diploma Programme taught in English

Bilingual Co-ed School • Nursery (3 years old) through Grade 12
Campuses in Scarsdale, Larchmont, Mamaroneck

OPEN HOUSE DATES:
Saturday, November 5, 2016, 10am
Saturday, January 21, 2017, 10am

www.fasny.org • (914) 250-0401
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Forman is a coed college prep school 
for bright students who learn differently. 
The confidence our students develop 
through academics, the arts, and 23 
competitive athletic offerings leads to 
100% college acceptance. Grades 9-PG.

Learning Differences
Rethink

     
Admission Open House

Monday, January 16, 2017

   

860.567.1802 • admission@formanschool.org
Litchfield, CT • www.formanschool.org

University Prep provides an inspiring  
educational environment where students are 

expected to dig deep, where extraordinary  
relationships between students and teachers 

endure, and where an open-hearted  
community embraces every student.

Grades 6-12
www.universityprep.org

Full Day Preschool through 
Fifth Grade !!

By passionately pursuing core teaching 
beliefs in ways that set us apart,  

we create the extraordinary every 
day at PBS.   !

Visit our campus and learn more about the 
10 Things We Know and Love about PBS !!

www.phillipsbrooks.org/admission !
2245 Avy Avenue, Menlo Park, CA

!!!
Inspired Learners. Inspiring Life.

516 Monument Street
Concord, MA 01742 
978.369.5800 • info@fenn.org

FENN SCHOOL

Come See for  Yourself
Each year students progress toward more 
sophisticated cognitive reasoning and greater 
intellectual challenges. Through coordinated 
courses that integrate across disciplines, 
students are prepared for rigorous secondary 
school work. Boys achieve academic success, 
gain confidence, and learn skills that will 
help them succeed in high school, college, 
and careers. Come see for yourself what a  
Fenn education can do for your son. Financial 
aid and transportation available.

OPEN HOUSE:  
Nov. 13, 2016 at 2pm

 

 
 

734.477.0135

Hands Across The Water
Ann Arbor, MI
Find us on Facebook:
facebook.com/HATWadoption

 

HATW welcomes LGBT couples and singles!

Let Hands Across The Water help you with your parenting 
choices. We want to help you explore your options. 

Our goal is to help with your adoption/foster care decision, 
guide you through the process, support your family

formed by adoption/foster care.

We are an established agency, with the HRC Seal
of Approval, that is committed to your family’s

unique adoption experience.

Contact us for more information on our programs
or visit our website www.hatw.org.

Enrolling now, visit www.pvs.org
or call 760.328.0861 to schedule a tour.

The Palm Valley School is an
Independent College Preparatory School

for students from Preschool through grade 12.

Big Ideas.
Small Classes,

We strive to provide
our students with the

individualized attention
they need and the hands-on

activities they crave to
become exceptional,

engagedengaged
learners.

At Palm Valley School
we know that students
need to think critically,

to ask questions, to make
connections, and to explore

the world around them.

Just Nikki’s Dads
By Mark Maxwwell, PhD.

David and Ryan met 
online in an AOL 

Chat room. It was the early 
days of online dating which 
as we know has become the 
standard for many singles. 
The men have been a cou-
ple for 11 years and live in 
Florida. Says David, “Our 
first date was on August 6, 
2005 at Ryan’s house. It 
was pizza and TV. Little did 
I know I met the person who 
six years later to the date I 
would marry and begin my 
family with.” The men mar-
ried on August 6, 2011 in 
Cohasset, Massachusetts 
where they could legally 
wed. Regarding being mar-
ried and Marriage Equality 
David says, “It’s wonderful. 
We had never experienced 

what it was like to be an 

equal couple, even in South Florida. At our 
marriage, we were not made to feel differ-
ent.”

When asked about being a parent Da-
vid says, “I have known I wanted to be a dad 
since I was a kid. On our second date Ryan 
came to my condo. I told him I wanted to 
have kids and if you don't, there’s the door. 
The rest is history. Since adoption for openly 
gay parents became legal in Florida we start-
ed the process to become foster parents. In 
July 2010 we received our first placement, a 
young boy who was 8 months old. He was 
reunified with this biological family a week 
before Thanksgiving. In January 2011 we 
met our daughter who we later adopted.”

“Our daughter Nikki is 6 years old,” says 
David. “She is caring and compassionate 
with other children and animals. She loves 
caring for our two cats Sukie and Suds and 
anything that has to do with animals. Nikki 
says when she grows up she wants to be 
a veterinarian. She’s also is an avid reader, 
loves to trav- continued on page 42

David (left), Nikki, and Ryan celebrating 
Nikki's adoption day last year.
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John Thomas Dye School
The

caring     common sense     consideration     cooperation     courtesy

11414 Chalon Road
Los Angeles, CA 90049

www.jtdschool.com

• • • •

310.476.2811

The Town School
540 E. 76th St.
New York, NY 10021
212-288-4383
www.thetownschool.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 25

Trevor Day School
Pre-K - 5th grade
1 W. 88th St.
New York, NY 10024
212-426-3300
6 - 12th grade
312 E. 95th St.
New York, NY 10128
212-426-3360
www.trevor.org
See ad on page 16

Twin Parks Montessori 
Schools:
Central Park Montessori
1 W. 91st St.
New York, NY 10024
212-595-2000
Park West 
Montessori School
435 Central Park West
New York, NY 10025

212-678-6072
Riverside 
Montessori School
202 Riverside Dr. 
New York, NY 10025
212-665-1600
www.twinparks.org
Ages 3 months - 6
See ad on page 49

West Side 
Montessori School
309 W. 92nd St.
New York, NY 10025
212-662-8000
www.wsmsnyc.org
Ages 2 - 6
See ad on page 48

Winston 
Preparatory School
126 W. 17th St.
New York, NY 10011
646-638-2705 x634
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade
See ad on page 62

York Preparatory School
40 W. 68th St.
New York, NY 10023
212-362-0400
www.yorkprep.org
6th - 12th grade

See ad on page 33

NORTH CAROLINA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

New Garden 
Friends School
Guilford campus
1128 New Garden Rd.
Page-Frederiksen campus
2015 Pleasant Ridge Rd.
Greensboro, NC 27410
336-299-0964
www.ngfs.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 48

OHIO

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory continued 
from page 38

continued on page 44

Upper School (Grades 9-12)

Saturday, November 19 • 10 a.m.

Apply to Parker

Visit fwparker.org/apply

• Accepting applications for Grades JK-12

• Need-based financial aid available

• No application fee

ATTEND AN OPEN HOUSE
RSVP fwparker.org/openhouse

Aidan is a nurturing independent school that offers an 

authentic Montessori education, fostering independence, 

where children develop a lifetime love and motivation for 

learning.

202.387.2700
2700 27th Street NW, Washington, DC

aidanschool.org

EDUCATING THE WHOLE CHILD 
TODDLER TO 6TH GRADE

Noble and Greenough School offers an exceptional 
academic, athletic and creative experience with an emphasis 
on service-learning and community. The school supports 
intellectual, social and personal growth to encourage a 
lifetime mission of leadership for the public good.

LEARN TO 
MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

Join us for our winter open house: 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 – 6:30 P.M. - 9 P.M.

visit: www.admission.nobles .edu for more details

Nobles is a coed day and five-day boarding school for students in grades 7-12. 10 

Campus Drive, Dedham MA 02026 • 781 320 7100

Admission Open Houses  
in October, November & December

VISIT US

Learn more and register at: www.buckley.org  
or call 818-461-6719 
The Buckley School | 3900 Stansbury Avenue,  
Sherman Oaks, CA

el, and on our frequent 
trips to New York City to 
see my family she always 
loves going to the muse-
ums in Manhattan. I grew 
up in Queens, New York 
and Nikki’s favorite so far 
is the Museum of Natural 
History, which we have 
been to twice. A new hob-
by of hers is gardening to-
gether with me in our front 
yard. Our daughter also 
loves to cook and there are 
days we will come downstairs and she will have gone in the refrigera-
tor and made all three of us breakfast before she goes to camp.” 

For gay and lesbian parents in the south, the experience of cop-
ing with families and extended families can vary. Says David, “Every-
one in our family as well as our friends are supportive. To them we 
are another couple with a child just like everyone else. We have lost 
some friends because our lives have moved in a different direction 
than those who do not have children; as it does with many couples 
that choose parenthood.”

The dads have advice when your child starts school. Says Da-
vid, “Go to your child’s school and explain to them your child has two 
moms or two dads. Let them know how 

Just Nikki's Dads continued from page 40

continued on page 46

"On our second 
date Ryan came 

to my condo. 
I told him I 

wanted to have 
kids and if you 

don't, there’s 
the door." 
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OKLAHOMA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

PENNSYLVANIA

Agnes Irwin School
Ithan Ave. & Conestoga 
Rd.
Rosemont, PA 19010
610-525-1667
www.agnesirwin.org
Pre-K - 12th grade, girls 
school
See ad on page 28

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

Friends’ Central School 
Lower School
228 Old Gulph Rd.
610-642-7575
Middle/upper School
1101 City Ave.
Wynnewood, PA 19096
610-649-7440
www.friendscentral.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 27

Friends Select School
17th St. and Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-561-5900
www.friends-select.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 10

Germantown 
Friends School
31 W. Coulter St.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
215-951-2345
www.germantownfriends.
org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 21

St. Peter’s School
319 Lombard St.
Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-925-3963
www.st-peters-school.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 36

United Friends School
1018 West Broad St.
Quakertown, PA 18951
215-538-1733
www.unitedfriendsschool.
org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 6

RHODE ISLAND

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

The Children's 
Workshop
Schools located in Central 
Falls, Cranston, East 
Greenwich, Lincoln, North 
Kingstown, Pawtucket, 

Providence, Rumford, 
Smithfield, Warren, and 
Westerly
401-334-0100
www.childrensworkshop.
com
Infant - Pre-K, afterschool
See ad on page 58

The French 
American School
75 John St.
Providence, RI 02906
401-274-3325
www.fasri.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 64

Gordon School
45 Maxfield Ave.
East Providence, RI 02914
401-434-3833
www.gordonschool.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 64

Montessori Pathways 
School of New England
567 South County Trail
Exeter, RI  02822
401-295-0677 
www.mpsne.org
4th - 9th grade

See ad on page 47

Moses Brown School
250 Lloyd Ave.
Providence, RI 02906
401-831-7350
www.mosesbrown.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 27

The Wheeler School
216 Hope St.
Providence, RI 02906-
2246
401-421-8100
www.wheelerschool.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 29

SOUTH CAROLINA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

SOUTH DAKOTA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go towww.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

TENNESSEE

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

TEXAS

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center 
go to www.brighthorizons.
com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

contact: 
admissions@fraserwoods.com  

fraserwoods.com  

    Tel. (203) 426-3390 
 173 So. Main Street, Newtown, 

Connecticut 

15 Months - 8th grade 
SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT  

TODAY! 
Open Houses 11/17, 1/26, 4/22

Cultivating Compassionate, 
Self-Confident, 

Citizens of the World

continued on page 48

18th Annual Independent 
Schools Directory contin-
ued from page 42

An Independent Nursery-8th Grade Language-Immersion 
School Following the International Baccalaureate Curriculum.

477 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY • isbrooklyn.org
+1 (718) 369-3023 • admissions@isbrooklyn.org

• Intimate, progressive, 
multicultural education

• Interdisciplinary, inquiry-based 
learning

• French and Spanish language 
immersion programs taught by 
native speakers

• Hands-on learning and critical 
thinking through the rigorous 
International  Baccalaureate (IB) 
curriculum

• Welcoming, diverse community

 

We are proud to be an  
N-8 independent school in  

New York City, where challenging 
academics and Jewish values  

and ethics create an enriching 
atmosphere for all of our families. 

Now accepting applications  
for Early Childhood, Elementary  

and Middle School. Hebrew  
language knowledge is  

not a prerequisite for entry.  
Financial Aid available.  

10 WEST 84TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10024 

646-438-8600 

WWW. RODEPHSHOLOMSCHOOL.ORG

SCHEDULE 
A TOUR
Contact us at admissions@rssnyc.org  
to schedule a tour.

Visit www.rodephsholomschool.org  
for more information about the  
admissions process.       
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CenterforEarlyEducation.org 
Caring | Responsibility | Inclusion | Honesty

THE
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE

SCHOOL

A PreK-12 Coeducational
Independent School in Central Jersey

Diversity of thought, background and culture  
distinguishes us among independent schools 

and enriches the daily experience of every 
member of our school community.

Visit WHschool.org for more information
or call 908-754-1882 for a personal tour!

W
O

O
D

IN
VILLE  MONTESSORI HIGH SCH

O
O

L

LEARN     GROW    BECOM
E WMHS&

Montessori for 18 months–18 years 

a unique preparation
for college and for life

A nonprofit organization   |   Accreditations: AMS & NWAIS   |   Open Houses: Oct. 15, 2016 & Jan. 7, 2017 (RSVP-425-420-9712) 

www.woodinvillemontessori.org     

1225 
Broadway
Santa Monica 
CA 
90404
310.394.1313

Uncover the Genius in Each Child

Visit www.psone.org to inquire and schedule a tourPLURALISTIC SCHOOL ONE

Proven success in creating  
forever families for  
the LGBTQ community
For more information, visit us at www.illinoiscap.org

Are you an adoptive family in need of a home study?
Visit stmaryservices.com to learn more about our Home Study Only Program.

Call (847) 870-8181 or email information@stmaryservices.com to schedule your consultation today!

All home studies performed through St. Mary’s Services are by Master’s Level/Licensed Social Workers.
St. Mary’s serves domestic adoptive families residing in the Chicago-land area.

your child addresses you. Nikki addresses me as Daddy and Ryan as 
Papa. When it comes to making presents such as mother’s day and 
father’s day, the school will be more willing to work with you for the 
sake of the kid. For Mother’s Day, if you are a two-dad family, ask that 
your child make something for her grandmothers. For Father’s Day, 
Nikki makes two cards or puts both names on one.” 

For many couples with children finding time to connect is diffi-
cult because parenthood takes precedence. Says David, “Our biggest 
challenge as parents is being able to find time for ourselves as a cou-
ple. But being dads is everything we thought. We love our daughter 
with all our hearts and she is the most important person in our life. 
Ryan and I love her more than anything else. I wake up and know 
everything I do is for her. I want to be able to give her all the opportu-
nities in the world.”

“A lot of people say our daughter loses out because she does 
not have a mom in her life,” says David. “There is no loss in the life 
of a child when they are with a same sex couple. Our daughter has 
constant exposure to her aunts, grandmothers, female friends as well 
as other male friends of ours. She has a diverse view of the world. 
When she introduces her parents she is proud. Being a gay couple or 
gay parent is not that different from being a straight couple or straight 
parent. Our daughter, just like all the other kids, need to know that 
there is love. Love is what will make the difference in the lives of 
these kids. We are just like any other family–gay or straight–we are 
just Nikki’s dads.” ▼ 

Photo courtesy of David and Ryan

Just Nikki's Dads continued from page 42
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UTAH

Bright Horizons Early Educa-
tion & Preschool
To locate a school/center go to 
www.brighthorizons.com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

VIRGINIA 

Alexandria Country 
Day School
2400 Russell Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22301
703-837-1303
www.acdsnet.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 59

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center go to 
www.brighthorizons.com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

Browne Academy
5917 Telegraph Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22310

703-960-3000
www.browneacademy.org/
findyourhome
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 55

WASHINGTON 

Bertschi School
2227 10th Avenue East
Seattle, WA 98102
206-324-5476
www.bertschi.org
Pre-K - 5th grade
See ad on page 35

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center go to 
www.brighthorizons.com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

French American School 
of Puget Sound
3795 E. Mercer Way
Mercer Island, WA 98040
206-275-3533
www.fasps.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 35

Giddens School
620 20th Ave. South

Seattle, WA 98144
206-324-4847
www.giddensschool.org
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 18

Perkins School
9005 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115
206-526-8217
www.theperkinsschool.org
Early K - 5th grade
See ad on page 35

Puget Sound 
Community School
660 S. Dearborn St.
Seattle, WA 98122
206-324-4350
www.pscs.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 36

Seattle Country Day School
2619 4th Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98109
206-691-2625
www.seattlecountryday.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 37

St. Thomas School
8300 NE 12th St.
Medina, WA 98039

425-454-5880
www.stthomasschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 38

University Child 
Development School
5062 9th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
206-547-8237
www.ucds.org
Pre-K - 5th grade
See ad on page 18

University Prep
8000 25th Avenue NE 
Seattle, WA 98115
206-523-6407
www.universityprep.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 41

West Sound Academy
16571 Creative Drive NE
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-598-5954
www.westsoundacademy.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 35

Woodinville 
Montessori School
13965 NE 166th St.
Woodinville, WA 98072

425-420-9712
www.woodinvillemontessori.org
ages 18 months - 18 years
See ad on page 47

Yellow Wood Academy
9655 SE 36th St., Ste. 201
Mercer Island, WA 98040
206-236-1095
www.yellowwoodacademy.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 47

WEST VIRGINIA

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center go to 
www.brighthorizons.com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57

WISCONSIN

Bright Horizons Early 
Education & Preschool
To locate a school/center go to 
www.brighthorizons.com/GPM
6 weeks - 5 years
See ad on page 57
▼
 

Imagine having kids who can’t wait to get to 
school each morning.

Our Quaker-guided approach nurtures the social and emotional growth of each student, 
building confidence and character. NGFS offers an innovative journey that prepares boys 

and girls not just for the school years ahead, but for the rest of their lives.

PS - 12th Grade  •     1128 New Garden Rd (Lower School)  •   2015 Pleasant Ridge Rd (Upper School)
 Greensboro, NC  27410  •   (336) 299-0964  •   www.ngfs.org

18th Annual Independent Schools 
Directory continued from page 44 Twin Parks Montessori 

Open House Events

Twin Parks Montessori Schools are accredited by AMS, 
MSCES, and are members of ISAAGNY, NYSAIS, the Parents 
League and are affiliates of Columbia University.

Central Park

1 West 91st Street 
New York, NY 10024 

P (212) 595-2000 
F (212) 595-0101

RSVP 
enroll@ 

twinparks.org

Oct 25th 9:30 am
Nov 1st 9:30 am
Dec 6th 9:30 am

Park West

435 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10025 

P (212) 678-6072 
F (212) 678-1998

RSVP  
pwadmissions@ 
twinparks.org

Oct 20th 9:30 am
Nov 17th 9:30 am
Jan 12th 9:30 am

Riverside

202 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10025 

P (212) 665-1600 
F (212) 665-1775

RSVP 
admissions@ 

twinparks.org

Nov 16th 9:30 am
Jan 18th 9:30 am

© Jeff Mauritzen

Holton-Arms is an independent day school in Bethesda, Md., 
for girls in grades 3 through 12.     www.holton-arms.edu

Who is a Holton girl?

a Holton girl is someone who: Loves to learn • 

Is eager to explore • Might be an artist, athlete, 
scholar, or all three • Works hard, yet knows 

how to have fun • Hears our motto, “I will find a 

way or make one,” and thinks, yes, that’s me!

Sound like anybody you know?
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  BANK STREET SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN
PROGRESSIVE .  INNOVATIVE THINKING .  BUILDING A DIVERSE COMMUNITY .  CONNECTING TEACHING and 

LEARNING MEANINGFULLY TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD .  STRONG RELATIONSHIPS .  FLEXIBLE PROBLEM-solving

B A L A N C E  .  O P E N  M I N D E D N E S S  .  I N T E L L E C T u A L LY  E N G A G I N G  .  C O M M U N I T Y - M I N D E D  .  T e a c h e r s

A S  G U I D E S  A N D  FA C I L I TAT O R S  W I T H  E X P E C TAT I O N S  .  M E A N I N G F U L  D I S C O V E R Y  .  L E A R N I N G  A S  A  

s o c i a l  a N D  S O L I T A R Y  P R O C E S S  .  H U M A N E  A N D  C O M P A S S I O N A T E  .  E X P E R I E N T I A L  L E A R N I N G  

C O G N I T I V E  P O W E R  .  C O N F I D E N T  A N D  C A R I N G  .  R E S P E C T F U L  O F  P E E R S  A N D  A D U L T S

S O C I A L  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  . W O R K I N G  I N D E P E n D E N T LY  A N D  C O L L A B O R AT I V E LY  . T H O U G H T F U L N E S S

NURSERY THROUGH 8TH GRADE . 610 WEST 112TH ST. NY, NY 10025 . PHONE: 212.875.4433 . FAX: 212.875.4733
W E B S I T E :  W W W . B A N K S T R E E T . E D U / S F C  .  E M A I L :  s f c a d m i s s i o n s @ b a n k s t r e e t . e d u

MOUNTAIN VIEW  •  BERKELEY  •  SAN FRANCISCO

 

 

THE BEST OF TWO WORLDS
LEARNING IN GERMAN AND ENGLISH

Now Enrolling
Call for school tours!

Phone: 650 254 0748  |  Web: www.gissv.org  |  Email: o�ce@gissv.org  

Bilingualism - A Gift that Lasts a Lifetime

•  Established dual-immersion language   
 programs (German and English) from
 preschool to high school

•  High-standard bilingual educational   
 concept that fosters holistic and
 individual development

•  Safe and nurturing learning
 environments at three locations in the
 San Francisco Bay Area

VISIT OUR COMMUNITY - SAVE THE DATE

CONNECT WITH US

www.cesjds.org            301-692-4870 

Lower School (JK-5): 1901 E. Jefferson St., Rockville, MD
Upper School (6-12): 11710 Hunters Lane, Rockville, MD

Lower School Open House
Sunday, November 6

Upper School Open House
Sunday, November 13

Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School (CESJDS) is a  
JK-12 independent school that engages students in an  
exemplary and inspiring general and Jewish education.  
We are a welcoming community united by our shared 
Jewish values with a comprehensive, inquiry-based  
academic program that challenges students to think  
critically and look from within.

Timeless lessons.  
Enduring values.  
Brilliant futures.

CESJDS is a  
supportive, inclusive 
community that 
embraces  members 
for who they are and 
encourages them to  
explore the many  
facets of their identity. 
We live the value of  
recognizing and  
nurturing the holy 
spark that is in each of 
us.
 

– RABBI DEREK ROSENBAUM 
Faculty Advisor,  
Gay-Straight Alliance Club, 
CESJDS High School

/cesjdsconnect

Mary McDowell Friends School Student with Gay Parents 
Outreach to Presidential Candidate Clinton Goes Viral  

In November last year, Mary McDowell 
Friends School (MMFS) in New York 

City got some welcomed time in the media 
spotlight via one of its students. A plucky 
MMFS seventh grader took the initiative to 
reach out to presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton (see letter on right). Identifying herself 
as a student at MMFS with two dads and a 
twin brother named Spencer, the 12-year-old 
girl used the opportunity to draw attention to 
the needs of students with learning disabili-
ties. The self-proclaimed feminist also spot-
lighted equal rights for all and offered to vol-
unteer for the campaign after school.  

Grounded in the Quaker values of 
equality, integrity, and social responsibility, 
the Mary McDowell Friends School is a K-12 
college preparatory program dedicated to the 
success of students with learning disabilities.

"I think that she [Clinton] fights for wom-
en's rights, which is really important to me. 
She doesn't stop trying – she just keeps fight-
ing,” Olivia explained, “Since I have a learn-
ing disability I think that is important because 
I know I have to work harder and be stronger 
than a lot of other people."

The heartfelt handwritten let-
ter was enthusiastically received 
by former Secretary of State 
Clinton, and was shared on her 
campaign website. Several media 
outlets picked up on the story and 
the student’s letter went viral. It 
has appeared on the Huffington 
Post and has been shared widely 
on the internet.  

Impressed with the student’s 
character and initiative, The Clin-
ton campaign asked her to be a 
part of a campaign ad that was 
being produced. The MMFS 7th 
grader provides voice over narra-
tion and also appears in the foot-
age playing soccer. Since then, 
she has met Candidate Clinton in 
person. 

“We could not be more proud 
of this young student,” stated 
Head of School Debbie Zlotowitz, 
“Her thoughtful, conscientious, caring words 
epitomize the spirit of Mary McDowell Friends 
School. We are thrilled for the attention she 

has received and the opportunities that have 
emerged for her.” For more information on 
Mary McDowell Friends School visit http://
marymcdowell.org/live. ▼
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The Institute of Professional Practice, Inc.,
Permanency Services Division
would like to recognize that

November is
National Adoption Month!

If you have ever considered being a Foster or
Adoptive Parent...NOW is the time to do it!

Our LGBTQ youth need open and
affirming families to call their own.

Please call us today at
(888) 968-4489 x149

538 Preston Avenue, Meriden, CT 06450 | www.ippi.org

www.highmowing.org
Wilton, New Hampshire

We are a tight-knit LEARNING 
and LIVING COMMUNITY 
with a unique student culture of  
tolerance and acceptance, which 
is demanded of  and maintained 
by the students themselves. This 
is a SAFE place for young adults 
to be themselto be themselves.  

Morning snuggles brought to you, in part,  
by The Valley Hospital Fertility Center.
Miracles happen at The Valley Hospital.

Having a baby is one of the most exciting journeys of your life. Each person’s wants and needs for 

building a family are unique. That’s why The Valley Hospital Fertility Center has team members with 

incredible skill and compassionate hearts who are dedicated to making your dreams come true. 

Our higher-than-average success rates and variety of services — from gestational carrier 

services and ovum donor services to intrauterine insemination — mean you’ll receive 

the most individualized care and improved chances of success.

Explore your options for growing your family.  
Let the experts at The Valley Hospital Fertility 
Center help you start your journey. Learn 
more at ValleyIVF.com.

The Val le y  Hospita l  Fer t i l ity  C enter
Creating Families Together

• Preschool - 8th Grade
• International Baccalaureate - PYP
• Reggio Emilia Approach
• Language Immersion
• Digital Atelier, Science, Art, Music

For Open Houses and Tours:
www.lascuolasf.org • 415-551-0000

The story of Jamie: 
a donor conceived child

By Gary Hurtubise

Many of the profiles you read in Gay Parent Magazine 
follow the stories of parents, and by extension, their 

children.  This article will present a view from the opposite 
side: that of a young woman who once called three women 
mom while searching for a dad no one ever knew.

Meet Jamie Getz.  Today, Jamie lives in Vancouver BC, 
where she attends college and works part time.  Jamie’s 
story is a bit convoluted – pushing the definition of family 
– even as we’ve come to understand it in the 21st centu-
ry.  This story starts with Deb and Stacey*, her biological 
mother and her mom’s partner (*names have been altered 
to protect privacy).  

The two women decided to grow their family via sur-
rogacy, with Deb choosing to carry their child.  The couple 
acquired sperm from an anonymous donor, and in 1995, 
Jamie was born – a healthy baby girl.  Stacey adopted Ja-
mie, and the young family lived happily for several years in 
Portland, OR.

unfortunately, Stacey decided to leave Deb, walking in-
and-out of Jamie’s life for the next 15 years.  This was tough 
on the young girl, and she was forced to take drastic action 
three years ago: “I cut her out of my life, because I was 
tired of her calling herself my mother, but never behaving 
like one.”

When Jamie was six, her mom got together with a 
woman named Gloria, who became Jamie’s step-mom.  
This turned out to be a wonderful fit for the young Jamie.  
“I’m more like her than I am to my birth-mom.”  The merging 

continued on page 54Illustration by Al Acain



November-December 2016 Issue #109 www.gayparentmag.com 55www.gayparentmag.com November-December 2016 Issue #10954

The story of Jamie continued from page 52

High Five
for

(312) 949-CARE
Caring in CHICAGO since 1992!!

PRESCHOOL-GRADE 8
Nurturing academic excellence

and the confi dence to
THRIVE

5 9 1 7  T E L E G R A P H  R O A D     A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 1 0   
A D M I S S I O N @ B R O W N E AC A D E M Y. O R G     B R O W N E AC A D E M Y. O R G / F I N DYO U R H O M E

7 0 3 . 9 6 0 . 3 0 0 0

Find Your Home at Browne Academy

To register for an open house or to schedule a private tour, please call 703-960-3000, ext. 1001.

Open House Dates
November 11 December 4

Imagine a school where...
Teachers create fi rst-day-of-school excitement all year long.

Inquiry and discovery ignite a passion for learning across 
the curriculum.
Students graduate as leaders and innovators, equipped to 
thrive in the real world.

January 10

       Camp Dunnabeck at Kildonan

Love School Again!

(845) 373-2012
www.Kildonan.org

•  Daily 1:1 Orton-Gillingham tutorial

•  Co-ed, boarding/day school  •  Grades 2-12, PG

The Kildonan School

Make the Change...
Empowering Students With Dyslexia Since 1969 

of families included two step-brothers, with whom Jamie is 
also very close.  Sadly, Deb and Gloria have very recently 
split up.

Being a member of a same-sex family – even in the 
late ‘90’s – wasn’t initially an issue in Jamie’s early life.  
“up until I went to kindergarten, I thought everyone had 2 
moms or 2 dads,” she explains.  It was once she attended 
grade school that her difference became obvious.  “A lot 
of kids weren’t allowed to be my friends because of my 
parents; …it was around the time of the ‘one-man-one-
woman’ billboards all over Portland.”  As a result, Jamie’s 
friends were few, but those she had were ‘good ones’.

Despite the 
challenges in be-
ing a child of a 
same-sex family, 
Jamie does not 
begrudge her up-
bringing at all.  “It 
was awesome 
growing up with 
two moms,” she 
affirms.  “They 
didn’t control 
whether I acted 
girly enough – 
they didn’t force 
gender roles on 
me.”  Jamie at-
tended pride 
festivals with 
her family every 
year… up until 
Deb – who came 
out as transgen-
der – began to 
transition to male.  
“He rejected any-
thing to do with 
pride, saying he was a straight man, and wasn’t a part of 
that anymore.”  While proud of his transition, Jamie was 
not okay that he had disowned the community that she 
had grown up in.

Throughout all the changes that were occurring in 
Jamie’s family throughout her youth, there was an odd 
constant to her life, which follows her to this very day: the 
mystery of her donor-dad.

“I always knew I was a ‘dc’ (donor conceived),” she 
relates, “though I didn’t necessarily understand it at first.”  
From the tender age of five, Jamie decided that she want-
ed to find her donor; in her mind, he was the long-lost 
father she’d never had.

The foundations of this dream began to weaken, how-
ever, when Jamie was diagnosed with a seizure disorder 
at 13.  “We found out from the donor clinic that I had two 

continued on page 56

"'It was awesome  growing 
up with two moms,' she affirms.  

'They didn’t control whether I 
acted girly enough – they didn’t 
force gender roles on me.'  Jamie 
attended pride festivals with her 
family every year…up until Deb 

– who came out as transgender – 
began to transition to male.  'He 

rejected anything to do with pride, 
saying he was a straight man, and 

wasn’t a part of that anymore.'  
While proud of his transition, 

Jamie was not okay that he had 
disowned the community that 

she had grown up in."
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Where learning comes to life

OPEN HOUSE NOVEMBER 6
Morning Tours through January

Tuesdays, 9 - 11am (Nursery & Grade School)
Wednesdays, 8:30 - 10am (High School)

 www.sfwaldorf.orgsince 1979

The Two Daddy Frogs is a book for children 
to learn about adoption by same-sex 

couples. Freddy and George are two frogs in 
love who dream of growing their family to 

share all the love they have to give! 

INSPIRED LEARNING.
EXCEPTIONAL CARE.
INCREDIBLE COMMUNITY.
Looking for a great place for your child to thrive? Visit our early
childhood schools and experience the highest level of care and
education. Find your family's new home with Bright Horizons!

 Welcoming children six weeks through
five years of age.

 Part-time and full-time options with
convenient hours to meet the needs of
your family.

 Curriculum focused on emotional
development, learning through play,
academic immersion, and developing
social responsibility.

Bright Horizons Early Education & Preschool

Visit www.brighthorizons.com/GPM to learn more!
Bright Horizons: A love of learning starts here.

© 2015 Bright Horizons Family Solutions LLC

for complete details 
visit our website

www.CampClio.org

Held at Camp Claire
Lyme, CT

a seriously fun place 
for adopted 

children Ages 9–12

Camp Clio

Scholarships
Available

All-day or sleep-away
(1, 2, or 3 weeks)

Our Sixth Year!

July 2 – July 22

half-siblings that also had seizures, which the clinic knew 
about from before I was born.”  In frustration, she adds, 
“I felt like a science experiment gone wrong”.  She di-
rected her anger and confusion towards the donor-dad 
she’d never met, deciding that she now hated him, for this 
subterfuge.

The anger gradually shifted away from this mystery 
man, and she now blames the clinic for the source of her 
feelings about donor conception.  A portion of that blame 
might lie at the feet of her parents too, though unacknowl-
edged: “I feel that anonymous donor conception takes 
away children's rights.   A contract is signed on behalf of 
a child that is still only a possibility.  The contract signed 
takes away the child's right to know half or any of their 
genetic family.”

As her feelings towards being a dc intensified, Jamie 
began to dig deeper into the mystery of her donor-dad.  
“I hacked my mom’s email when I was 15 to get my do-
nor’s profile,” reads one of Jamie’s forum posts on www.
donorchildren.com.  That search didn’t get her very far, 
as the profile was essentially 
blank.

When asked what her par-
ents thought of her search, Ja-
mie admits to being reluctant 
to discuss it with them.  “I don’t 
want to hurt their feelings,” she 
explains, adding that she’s put 
off getting a DNA test (which 
would facilitate the search for 
her donor-dad).  “My moms 
make me feel guilty when I 
mention wanting to do one.”

Her mixed emotions con-
tinue to mount to this very day: 
Jamie suffers nightmares about 
having a boyfriend who turns 
out to be a half-brother.  “I can’t 
imagine having several hun-
dred possible siblings,” she reports, pointing to a 1992 
NBC ‘Hard Copy’ documentary she discovered, which 
featured a sperm donor who reportedly sired around 500 
children over a 10-year period.

An outdated estimate for the number of children born 
yearly via anonymous sperm donation is between thirty 
and sixty thousand.  The actual number cannot be ac-
curately estimated, however, since sperm banks are not 
required to keep records, nor is there any governmental 
oversight of the sperm donor industry.

Today, what Jamie wishes for is two-fold.  At a min-
imum, she is seeking a complete medical history of her 
donor-dad and any half-siblings who may exist.   Having 
come to terms with being a dc, her other desire is more 
fundamental.  “I want to find him.  I would like to build a 
relationship with him.  But I would settle for a cup of coffee 
with him, just meeting him once.” ▼

The story of Jamie continued from page 54

"Jamie suffers 
nightmares about 

having a boyfriend 
who turns out to be a 

half-brother."
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CryoGam Colorado, LLC
Serving the 
LGBT Community 
for over 25 years

•Anonymous Donor Sperm
•Directed Donor Services
•Embryo,Oocyte & Sperm Storage

Hours of Operation:
Monday-Thursday 8-5pm

Friday 8-3pm

Quality specimens.
Affordable prices.

Exceptional service.

800-473-9601
Licensed by CLIA, NY State DOH, State 
of California DPH, and Maryland DOH

FDA# 3004092640

www.cryogam.com

Please join us for an Open House:
K-8  coed  nonsectarian

2400 Russell Road  Alexandria, VA 22301  www.acdsnet.org

Community Minded    Balanced

Effective Communicators    

Independent
Learners

Oct. 19    Nov. 5    Nov. 11    Dec. 7  
Jan. 5    Jan. 10

Visit www.acdsnet.org for time and details 
or call to schedule a tour 703.837.1303

T H E  B R O W N I N G  S C H O O L
Founded in 1888 as a college preparatory school for boys, the Browning 

School continues its commitment to the goals of John A. Browning: 

The pursuit of academic excellence and a lifelong love 
of learning, the belief in the dignity of the individual, and the development 

of personal integrity and responsibility to the broader community.

The Browning boy develops amid these values. 
The Browning alumnus is a good citizen, sensitive to the needs 

of others, and respectful of divergent yet informed opinions.

He is, in the best sense of the word, a gentleman.

For more information please visit us at
www.browning.edu/admission

Welcome Home

Sometimes a few signs and photos can convey a lot. Earlier this year Gay Parent Magazine received the following 
letter and photos from Lulu Rosato. This mother sent us just a short note and three photos but they communicate a 

heartwarming story of happiness.

"This is my son Noel. I finally closed on his adoption May 26, 2016. I am a single lesbian and I always wanted children. 
Noel has been a blessing and has brought so much happiness to my life. I want to share this story with other single 
women who think it isn't possible to adopt a child alone....It is possible and there are so many children who are waiting 
to be loved in their forever home. Adopt and save a child’s life. This one saved mine. I love you Noel." ▼
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1500 W. Kennedy Rd. | Lake Forest, IL 60045 | 847.615.3267

Application Deadline: February 1st

All the opportunities to participate in our 
vibrant boarding environment offer both 
day and boarding students a lifelong 
passport to new challenges, building 
character that is uniquely transformed by 
combining a global outlook with Mid-
western values. 

Learn more: 
www.lfanet.org/Admissions/GPM

Elementary:  Belmont, CA  	         650.596.9100 
Preschool:  San Mateo, CA	         650.574.7400 

www.SerendipitySchool.com 

A journey of EXCELLENCE. 
A gift of DISCOVERY. 
A community for LEARNING. 

ENCOURAGING, ENGAGING, AND EMPOWERING 

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of DENVER

Families select ISDenver for our multilingual, 
multicultural academics, and stay for our inclusive 
learning community with a growth mindset. 

• Open Houses with parent-led tours, November-January

• Private admissions meetings and tours by appointment  
throughout the year

• Applications accepted beginning in mid-October

 

UPCOMING OPEN HOUSES

Visit www.isdenver.org/gayparent for more information on 
our bilingual, International Baccalaureate programs.

Farming, Friends and Outdoor Fun 
Overnight Camps Ages 9 to 17

Barn Day Camp 4 to 10
Plymouth, Vermont

www.farmandwilderness.org

Unusually Normal: An Inside Look Into 
‘Canada’s Gayest Family’

By Lyndsey D’Arcangelo

What do you get when you have 
eight women in a single family liv-
ing north of the u.S. border and 

all but one of them is gay? You get, “Canada’s 
Gayest Family,” of course. 

Though the title is self-proclaimed and 
isn’t stipulated in the Guinness Book of World 
Records or anything, it’s hard not to agree 
with the assessment because they just might 
actually be Canada’s gayest family. They 
might even be the gayest family in the world. 
Either way, Karen Ford, 52, isn’t interested 
in defending the title. But she is interested 
in sharing the story of her family. And it’s a 
unique and special one. 

To explain everything fully, understand 
that there are a lot of moving pieces and 
parts. It may seem confusing at first. But once 
the puzzle comes together, it all makes sense. 
These women have intertwining lives, paths 
and stories—and that’s exactly what makes 
them perfect for continued on page 62

Left to right, Grandma Linda, Grandma Jan, Shawnee, 
Karen, Madison, and Cathy. Photo by Denise Grant.
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together, and we often get together for no 
reason at all. Some people might think 
it’s weird, but to us it’s completely normal. 
We’re unusually normal.”

Madison spends her time bouncing 
from house to house, hanging out with Anna 
and Tracey, visiting with her grandmothers, 
and spending time at Ford’s. “She doesn’t 
remember when Anna and I were together,” 
Ford says. “And living between two hous-
es, three if you count the Grandmas’ house, 
is her norm. She has never shown a pref-
erence, and always says she loves us all 
equally. Differently perhaps, but equally.” 

Back when Madison was five years 
old, Ford met someone new. Cathy was 
someone Ford says she connected with on 
a variety of levels, from their love of sports 
and animals to renovating houses and trav-
eling. They have been together for 14 years 
and considered adopting a child at one 
point in time. But life had other plans, and 
fate brought a little girl named Shawnee 
into their lives through foster care.

“A very long, sad, and complicated 
nine years followed before Shawnee final-
ly became a legal member of our family,” 
Ford explained. “Before she moved in with 
us permanently, we had only had weekend 
visits over the years. She was a fun, helpful, 
positive, loving, and love seeking little girl.”

Shawnee, 16, is now an official mem-

ber of Canada’s Gayest Family and couldn’t 
be more grateful for being welcomed into 
Ford’s home. But when she first moved 
in permanently, Shawnee said she wasn’t 
sure if she should tell anyone she was gay, 
too. “I had no idea what to do, but they 
made believe that it was okay to be myself. 
They helped me through some of the hard-
est things in my life and they made me feel 
accepted. Being raised in a family of lesbi-
ans means love, learning what's wrong and 
right, and learning to be kind to one anoth-
er. Plus, they’re hilarious. We laugh a lot.” 

At the end of the day, Shawnee likens 

her family to every other family out there, 
except with a little lesbian twist. And that’s 
something Ford wants to make sure other 
people understand—their normalcy. “We 
fight, we argue, we get on each other’s 
nerves like all families do. And we are so 
very different. But we are also very gener-
ous and compassionate people. That’s one 
of the things that ties us all together.” 

Ford has been doing her best to pro-
mote her “unusually normal” family story, 
and is busy spreading the word about them 
through social media sites. She has even 
pitched a re-

each other.
Ford’s mother, Linda, is the matriarch 

of the family. At 75, she’s a rambunctious 
bundle of good energy and smiles a lot. 
According to Ford, Linda was married to 
a man for 14 years and spent close to 40 
years of her life with one foot in the closet. 
Now that she is out and free, she has ev-
eryone reason to smile and her joyfulness 
is contagious. Linda met Jan, a 77-year-old 
fireball from Australia, over 23 years ago. 
The two have been together ever since.  

“To us, they’re Grandma Linda and 
Grandma Jan,” Ford says. “They are the 
heart and soul of our family.”

Ford came out to Linda as a teenag-
er and the two bonded over their secrecy. 
Eventually, Ford met Anna Lamanna (yes, 
Ford laughs, that’s her real name) and 
the two decided to start a family together. 
Madison, 20, is Ford’s biological daugh-
ter through donor insemination. She, fun-
ny enough, is the only straight one of the 
group. 

“Madison is the one who keeps us all 

grounded and sane,” Ford says. “She is the 
nucleus and the glue that keeps us togeth-
er. Without her, this family wouldn’t be what 
it is today.”

As the sole heterosexual in a family of 
lesbians, Madison is unfazed by it all and 
says she couldn’t have asked for a better 
group of women to grow up around. “From 
the day I was born I have always been giv-
en the utmost support from every member 
of my family in all my endeavors and I would 
never be where I am today without them. 
They have shaped who I am—my morals 
and values, my sense of humor, my priori-
ties and goals. I could not be more grateful.”

unfortunately, Ford’s relationship with 
Anna didn’t last. But the two women worked 
hard at establishing an amicable relation-
ship, not only for Madison’s sake but also 
because they wanted to remain friends and 
maintain a connection. Despite their differ-
ences, they managed to form a new bond 
and remain close to this day. Anna is still 
very much a part of Madison’s life and Ford 
counts Anna’s partner, Tracey, in the family 
equation as well. 

“Interestingly enough, all of us live on 
the same street,” Ford says. “This was not 

planned, but it has actually worked out quite 
well. We all spend holidays and birthdays 

Canada's Gayest Family 
continued from page 60

continued bottom of page 65

126 W. 17th St. | New York City, NY 10011 | 646.638.2705 x634
57 West Rocks Road | Norwalk, CT 06851 | 203.229.0465 x535
901 Route 10 East | Whippany, NJ 07981 | 973.500.6496
www.winstonprep.edu | facebook.com/winstonprepschool

Winston Preparatory School
education for the individual

Is your child struggling in school? We can help.

The Winston Preparatory School does not  discriminate against applicants and students on the basis of race, color, or national or ethnic origin.

Clockwise starting at left back, Cathy, 
Grandma Jan, Grandma Linda, 
Madison, Karen, and Shawnee. 

Photo by Denise Grant.
Anna (left) and Tracey.

Photo courtesy of Karen Ford
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open house

                  www.gordonschool.org   
Nursery to eighth grade, East Providence, RI, 401-434-3833  

Saturday, November 5,10am

GORDON SCHOOL

empowering young minds

Affording Gordon: A Financial Aid Workshop  
November 15th at 5:30 pm

AN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
75 John Street, Providence, RI  02906  
401.274.3325  fasri .org

She is ready for a  
new world, one where 

adapting matters 
more than ever.

OPEN HOUSE:  
November 5

Welcoming non-French- 
speaking students 

 Preschool–8th grade

Brought Together 
by Music - Held Together 

by Love
By Gary Hurtubise

Kentucky is well-known for horse racing, fried chicken, 
and bluegrass music.  But if you were looking for a 
beacon of hope in the struggle for equal rights for 

the LGBTQ community, Kentucky might not feature prominent-
ly in your mind.  In fact, this past year has seen a number of 
dissenting voices in the Commonwealth, from county clerks 
refusing to grant same-sex marriage licences, to the state gov-
ernor suing the President for his efforts to allow transgender 
students to use bathrooms matching their gender identity.

It is refreshing to know there are voices singing a much 
different tune in Kentucky – a simple message of love and fam-
ily.  Meet Rainbow and Terri Wills: a married couple and proud 
moms, who are also members of the Voices of Kentuckiana, 
a singing ensemble with a mission to ‘celebrate diversity and 
is dedicated to fostering positive social change through artistic 
excellence.’

Stephanie Rainbow Page was born in Louisville, Kentucky 
in 1980, the eldest of two girls.  Rainbow had a very religious 
upbringing, and was teased in school for her name and ap-
pearance.  Thus, it was only in her twenties when she acknowl-
edged her attraction to women.

Terri Wills was born in New Albany, Indiana, in 1977, and 
is also the older of two sisters.  Like Rainbow, Terri didn’t real-
ize what her sexual orientation was as a teen.  “I didn’t know 
what ‘gay’ was.  It wasn’t taught or talked about in school,” 
she recalls.  It was only when Terri was home from college 
one summer when she figured everything out.  “I was playing 
softball with my friends and the conversation of dating women 
came up.”  She carried on the conversation later with one of 
the girls, and realized that – despite having dated boys – she’d 
always been attracted to women.

Left to right, Rainbow, James and Terri.

Photo courtesy of Terri Wills

A PreK-12, coed, independent school, Ethical Culture 
Fieldston School serves a broad range of students and 
families on two campuses—in the Riverdale section of the 
Bronx and on Manhattan’s Upper West Side.

With an enduring commitment to excellence in progressive 
education, we inspire a diverse and joyful community of 
passionate learners, critical thinkers, and ethical individuals 
who aim to make the world more humane and just. 

Explore, grow, and learn with us.
Office of Admissions and Financial Aid
718.329.7575 • www.ecfs.org

ality show to television producers in hopes 
of reaching a much wider audience. For 
now, the family’s Facebook page will suf-
fice. It’s filled with photos, videos and up-
dates—welcoming in anyone and everyone 
who wants to learn more about them. Ford 
says the page has been well received by ex-
tended family members and friends, which 
has given Grandma Linda and Grandma 
Jan a huge sense of relief because every-
thing is out in the open. At first, Grandma 

Jan wasn’t sure she wanted all of her “busi-
ness” out in the public. But once she started 
seeing the reactions to the Facebook page 
she realized it was a good thing. And she is 
more than happy to be a part of it.

“The Grandmas are busy socially all 
the time,” Ford laughs. “They have a lot of 
gay and straight friends, and now they’re 
more popular than ever. For a reality show, 
just following them around would be hilari-
ous. And Grandma Linda said she’s willing 
to do anything except take her clothes off. I 
think everyone’s fine with that.”

This past August, Ford planned a dou-
ble wedding ceremony for her and Cathy 
as well as Grandma Linda and Grand-
ma Jan. The setting was picturesque and 
overlooked a lake. About 150 guests were 
invited, both gay and straight, and the en-
tire family looked forward to the event. “Be-
tween the two couples, we have forty years 
together,” she said. “It’s about time we all 
made it legal.” The event will no doubt was 
documented on Facebook. ▼

Canada's Gayest Family 
continued from page 63
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themed!), followed by a honeymoon in 
Key West.   Four years later, the wom-
en invited some friends to an intimate 
wedding ceremony in a beautiful Mary-
land park.  “As our ceremony ended, two 
swans swam through a canal in sync to-
ward us!”

It was around this time that Terri and 
Rainbow began the process of conceiv-
ing a baby.  “We were ready to become a 
larger family; we had spent several years 
together, doing things we wanted to do 
as adults.”  The women had tried to set 
up a donor in 2009 without success.  This 
time around, they sought the support of a 
generous male friend.  “He is married to 
his husband, and they are raising a fami-
ly of their own.  Their family has become 
our family, and our village is large and 
wonderful.”

Rainbow describes the process of 
conception quite matter-of-factly: “our 
friend donated ‘stuff’ (as we so lovingly 
called it) a couple times a month until we 
figured out a really good process.”  After 
nine months of mastering the technique, 
Rainbow became pregnant with their son 
James.

It was through the Voices of Kentuckiana that Rainbow 
and Terri met in the spring of 2006.  This wasn’t the start of 
their romantic relationship, however.  At the time, Terri was 
still living with a girlfriend, and Rainbow was divorcing her 
husband of four years.  “He cheated throughout our entire 
relationship,” Rainbow retells.  Nevertheless, she is grateful 
in some respects to him.  She explains how he gave her a 
chance to realize her attraction to women.  “His stereotypi-
cal straight-male agenda (‘wanna kiss a girl?’) turned my life 
around, especially after our divorce!”

A year later, the two women had become good friends, 
and Rainbow was invited to move in with Terri and her girl-
friend of the time.  “To be honest, I unfortunately fell in love 
with Terri while she was still involved.  I saw her work eth-
ic, and how she treated her partner and cared for her dog 
and home.”  When Terri and her girlfriend broke up, Rainbow 
moved out, in the hopes of keeping any speculation at bay.  
The two women started dating after attending the GALA fes-
tival in Miami with the Voices of Kentuckiana.  “We have not 
been apart much since November of 2008,” Terri reveals.

Reflecting on how their relationship grew, Rainbow indi-
cates how glad she was that the two of them had a chance 
to become friends first.  “I was nowhere near ready for an 
in-depth relationship with Terri.”

Their relationship did deepen, however, and Terri pro-
posed to Rainbow on Valentine’s Day 2009.  They had a 
commitment ceremony in May 2010 (Wizard of Oz / Wicked continued on page 68

Brought Together by Music continued from page 64

"I adopted James legally on February 4th, 2016. My sister, 
Morgan Wills, was my attorney. The process from beginning 
to end was smooth and quick. The state worker handling our 
case made the comment that she could clearly see how much 
he was loved and how much he loved us both. The judge 
couldn't see that as he slept the whole time. A funny thing 
happened in court that day as Judge Dolly Berry started the 
proceedings by calling for Ms. Wills. At this time, all three of 
us answered. We all began to laugh and she did not realize 
until then that all three of us had the same last name! After the 
proceeding was over, she let us get our picture taken with her. 
It was a great day indeed!" - Terri Wills

Above left, the family's Halloween costume last year as Terri describes as, 
"Hatched by two chicks. We dressed up as chickens and James was in an egg." 

Above right was their costume this year. Says Terri, "I am a hot dog 
and Rainbow is the mustard!"
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James was born by c-section, which 
has unfortunately made it unsafe for 
Rainbow to try and carry another child, 
despite the couple’s wish to have Rain-
bow be a surrogate for Terri in the future.

“James has been a miracle for us,” 
Terri says, adding: “he has been brought 
into the world, not just for us, but for 
many of our friends and family.”  While 
Rainbow’s family doesn’t approve of her 
same-sex relationship, nor do they ac-
knowledge James, Terri’s parents are 
accepting, and were thrilled when James 
was born.  “They never throught they’d 
be grandparents.”  Additionally, the wom-
en discovered some unexpected family 
members ‘coming out of the woodwork’ 
to support them.

The mothers-to-be believed that, 
once James was born, they would be 
forced to slow their lives down.  “Boy, 
was I wrong!” Rainbow now freely ad-
mits.  “James attended his first Pride fes-
tival one week after his birth… he’s come 
to rehearsals, parties, meetings, the 
school where I work…”  Nevertheless, 

the couple couldn’t 
be happier.  “We 
hoped for a happy, 
healthy baby and 
we were reward-
ed with a beauti-
ful, smart, loving 
child.”

Today, with 
both mothers 
working, James 
is watched by 
his donor, who is 
a stay-at-home-
dad for his own 
children.  Having 
James’s donor in 
his life is some-
thing Terri and 
Rainbow appreciate.  “Hopefully this 
will prove helpful in the future when 
James asks how he was made!”  And 
having a ‘village’ of friends and family 
around them brings Terri and Rainbow 
a great deal of comfort.  “Knowing how 
much James is cared for has helped 
me cope with being a working mom, 
and allowed us to continue singing and 
‘having a life’.” ▼

Meet Lucas Sharp – a lucky lit-
tle boy of Filipino-Caucasian 
descent – and his two dads 

Michael and Khang, from Germantown, 
Maryland.  Theirs is a truly international 
tale of love, happiness, and family.

Michael Sharp was born in Detroit, 
Michigan – one of four children.  His father 
was a fire chief and his mother a secre-
tary.  He attended a Christian school, and 
so waited until after high school to come 
out to his family.  It didn’t go well: Michael’s 
parents threw him out, and he lived in his 
car for four months.

For three years after that, Michael had 
no contact with his parents.  It was only 
after Michael convinced them to attend a 
LGBT supportive PFLAG meeting with him 
that the healing and reconciliation process 
began.

In 1999, Michael moved to the D.C 
area.  Today, he is a hair stylist, and part-
time radio host for WPFW 89.3 station, fo-
cusing on LGBTQ 

Khang and Michael's Journey to Adoption
By Gary Hurtubise

3000 Marcus Avenue, Suite 1E9 | Lake Success, NY 10042 | 516.437.4385  
830 Third Avenue, Fifth Floor | New York, NY 10022 | 212.759.3500  

www.vmmlegal.com    Like us on FB and LinkedIn   Follow us on Twitter 
 

Contact Joseph G. Milizio, Esq. or Joseph Trotti, Esq. 
516.437.4385 | jmilizio@vmmlegal.com / jtrotti@vmmlegal.com 
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VISHNICK McGOVERN MILIZIO LLP 
LGBT REPRESENTATION GROUP 

Despite recent court decisions, issues remain regarding the rights and 
obligations of LGBT couples starting or raising a family.  

We dispel misconceptions about parenting rights. 

Brought Together by Music 
scontinued from page 67

James and his moms.

Khang Huynh (right) with husband Michael Sharp holding their son Lucas.continued on page 70
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topics.
Khang Huynh was born in Vietnam – 

one of five children.  His mother and fa-
ther were farmers, his mother taking on a 
tailoring job to make ends meet.  Sadly, 
she passed away when Khang was only 
six.  After her death, his family sought 
sponsorship in the united States.  When 
Khang was 14, he – along with his father 
and brothers – finally made the move to 
Virginia.

Khang always knew he liked boys 
more than girls.  Fortunately, he never ex-
perienced the difficulty of coming out, as 
his family always knew and accepted who 
he was.  His openness had consequences 
though; he was bullied at school for being 
gay.  “I kept my chin and spirit up and lived 
on, though,” he reports.

It was Valentine’s Day of 2003 when 
the two men first met in person.  Michael 
was (and still is!) into superhero movies; 
Khang had a ‘gay crush’ on Jennifer Gar-
ner, so it couldn’t have been more perfect 
that the ‘DareDevil’ movie was playing that 
evening at the Rockville Regal movie the-
atre, just outside of Washington.  “We had 
an instant connection: talking and laughing 
throughout the movie and dinner follow-

ing,” Khang remembers.
Two years to the day from that first 

night out, Michael asked for Khang’s hand 
in marriage.  Khang accepted and the 
two men flew to Vermont (one of only two 
states that allowed same-sex marriage at 
the time) for their ceremony.

The couple talked about having chil-
dren on and off a few years into their mar-
riage, though – with Khang still finishing 
college – the conversations never led to 
anything.  “I believe we started seriously 
talking about children about seven years 
ago,” Khang recalls.  They initially consid-
ered surrogacy, but didn’t know anyone 
going through the process, “…and maybe 
it kind of scared us,” Michael admits.  How-
ever, the two men did have several friends 
and clients who had gone through adop-
tion.  “Because of that, I think we were 
more comfortable with that option.”

And so began their voyage through 
the adoption process, starting with finding 
the right adoption agency.  The first orga-
nization they worked with led quickly to a 
potential adoption.  However, Khang and 
Michael were not comfortable with their 
point-of-contact at the agency.  They were 
told “one of us would have to pretend to be 
straight and come to the hospital to do the 
paperwork to adopt this baby.”  When they 

asked their agent to see the health records 
of the infant, he told them the baby ‘looked 
fine’ to him.  In the end, they withdrew.  
“We wouldn't feel proud telling our child or 
anyone about this adoption. And we didn't 
want to start our family journey with a lie.”

After further research, they discov-
ered another agency in the area that 
specialized in same-sex couples.  “We 
got in touch with them, attended informa-
tion meetings and shortly after began the 
adoption paperwork.”  

Once the paperwork was submitted, 
Michael and Khang had to pass a home 
study, submit their complete driving re-
cords, and had to undergo home inspec-
tions by sanitation and fire departments.  
They had to get fingerprinting done for 
police background checks, undergo phys-
icals, and procure three reference letters.  
“We went overboard on this one; we had 
about 25 reference letters from family and 
friends who know us well.” 

While they waited for a match, Khang 
and Michael took caring for infant classes, 
and attended same-sex support meetings 
where they became friends with other 
adoptive parents.  They also went against 
what their adoption agency advised, by 
putting together a nursery at home.  “We 
knew it would put our minds at rest if the 
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Colorado Surrogacy of-
fers a variety of surro-
gacy options for gay, 
lesbian and transgender 
intended parents.  Col-
orado has one of the 
most surrogacy-friendly 
judicial systems in the coun-
try, routinely granting intended parents pre-birth 
parentage orders before the baby is delivered. 
Perhaps most importantly, Colorado does not 
use gender to dictate who can be a parent.  Visit 
our website:  www.coloradosurro.com 
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words is 50¢ per word. Add your logo for $20. 
Advertise in more than one issue. Submit typed 
ad along with payment and mail to GPM, PO Box 
750852, Forest Hills, NY  11375-0852. Deadline for 
our January-February 2017 issue is December 10, 
2016. Visit our web site, www.gayparentmag.com 
for more advertising options. ▼
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Khang and Michael's Journey to 
åAdoption continued from page 69

nursery was set.  We painted it, bought 
furniture, a crib, some clothes and basics.”

After 2½ years of waiting, attending 
meetings and watching other adoptive 
parents get placed, the two men began to 
lose hope.  “We never quite gave up but 
couldn’t help but feel sad.”

It was the afternoon of August 9th, 
2014 when they finally got ‘the call’.  Their 
social worker described a potential match 
for them, and asked them to call her back 
once they’d thought it over.  “We’re not 
going to lie, we got excited and felt very 
hopeful but also kept ourselves in check 
in case it didn’t work out and we wouldn’t 
be crushed.”

Four days after saying ‘yes’ to the 
placement, they went to the agency to fill 
out some last paperwork, and took their 
son, Lucas, home. “It was one of the hap-
piest days in our lives!”

Lucas is half-Filipino, half-Cauca-
sian. Initially, the new fathers chose to 
keep this a secret (they wanted Lucas to 
learn about his origin from them, rather 
than anyone else).  That changed when 
one of Michael’s fellow radio hosts (who 

is half-Filipina, half-Dutch) convinced the 
couple to embrace their son’s ethnicity.  
Now Khang and Michael are planning a 
party for Lucas’s second birthday, where 
they will incorporate Filipino elements into 
it, and reveal their son’s ethnicity to friends 
and family.

When asked if there are more chil-
dren in their future, Khang – who is a 
stay-at-home dad for Lucas – admits he 
and Michael have begun talking about it.  
“We haven’t made a decision yet; we’re 
so caught up in enjoying our lives with Lu-
cas.”  ▼
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Left photo, Khang and Michael. 
Above photo, the couple at their 

wedding. Top right photo, the new 
dads with baby Lucas. Bottom right 
photo, Lucas and Khang. Opposite 

page, the family with Lucas 
at age 21 months.

Photo courtesy of Michael Sharp and Khang Huynh
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Recipient — 2006 Congressional 
“Angels in Adoption” Award 

Adoption and Family Law 

 DREAMS  DO COME TRUE  

HAGUE APPROVED PERSON 
Michael S. Goldstein, Esq., LCSW, is an 
Attorney admitted in New York and Florida, a  
Licensed Clinical Social Worker, and a Hague 
Approved Person.  He has been practicing adop-
tion law for 30+ years, and is the proud adoptive 
father of three.  Michael has helped thousands of 
adoptive families and birth parents create per-
manent, loving families through adoption.   He 
is a Founder and Current Fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Adoption Attorneys, Governor 
Emeritus and Legal Advisor of the Adoptive 
Parents Committee, Member of the Joint Coun-
cil on International Children’s Services, Board 
Member of the  New York State Citizens Coali-
tion for Children, and Co-Founder of  Forever 
Families Through Adoption, Inc. 
While focusing on helping domestic families, 
Michael is one of only three attorneys in the 
country approved to provide HAGUE interna-
tional incoming and outgoing adoption services.   
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62 Bowman Avenue, Rye Brook, NY 10573 
T: (914) 939-1111 or (212) 579-3181 

F: (914) 939-2369 
email: Info@AdoptGold.com 

www.AdoptGold.com 
 Of Counsel in New Jersey 

Forever Families Through Adoption (FFTA) 
is a Hague Accredited, New York and Connecti-
cut-authorized, not-for-profit, adoption place-
ment agency and resource center founded on 
the belief that every child has the right to grow 
up in a loving, nurturing, secure and forever 
home. 

The goal of FFTA is to find a home for every 
child eligible for permanent adoption, regardless 
of age, racial or ethnic background, or physical 
or emotional challenge.    

At FFTA, we treat all people with the respect 
and compassion they deserve, regardless of 
race, religion, gender identity, marital status, sex-
ual orientation, age, nationality or disability.  We 
take great pride in representing many single and 
same sex clients.  FFTA is here to ensure that your 
dream of building a family through adoption 
becomes a reality. 

Joy S. Goldstein, LCSW, ACSW, the Co-Founder 
and Executive Director of FFTA, is an adoptive 
mother of three boys and has been working with 
her husband, Michael, for approximately 30 
years as an Adoption Consultant.  She is the re-
cipient of the 2012 Congressional “Angels in 
Adoption” Award, nominated by Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand. FFTA is staffed by caring and experi-
enced social workers, attorneys, adoptive par-
ents, and adoptees  who are here to assist you.   

62 Bowman Avenue, Rye Brook, NY 10573 
T: (914) 939-1180     F: (914) 939-1181 

E: adopt@ForeverFamiliesThroughAdoption.org 
www.ForeverFamiliesThroughAdoption.org 


